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TO 


LHE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


THE MEMBERS 


OF THE 


BOARD of CONTROUL. 





MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, 


S your Right Honourable Board 
is invefted with the controlling 


power of this country in all matters 
of Eaftern regulation, [take the liberty 


of infcribing to you the following 
Account of the Operations of the 
southern Forces on the Coaft of Co- 
romandel, and a View of the Englifh 
Interefts in that quarter of the Globe. 


5 The: 
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The remarks which I now prelume 
to lay before you, are the refult of 
perfonal obfervation, unbiafled by 
prejudice or partiality; and it will 
afford me the moft unfeigned fatıi- 
faction, if any thing contained in 
thefe pages fhall prove at all deferv- 
ing of your confideration. 








I have the honour to be, with great 
re{pect, 


MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, 


Your molt obedient 


and very faithful Servant, 


W. FULLARTON. 








PREFACE 





TO THE 


SECOND EDITION. 


H E attention with which the Public 
has received the firft edition of the 





following fheets has certainly been pleating 


to the writer. He has had occafion to hear 
the remarks of friends, as well as the ob- 
jections of others; and has beftowed on 
both the confideration to which they were 
entitled. Unconfcious of referve, and un~- 


biafled by any party or perfonal confidera- 


tion, he has exprefled his fentiments with 
a freedom, which, to men who value dif- 


cretion more than truth, may appear to 
border on prefumption. He trufts, how- 


ever, that even thofe who differ from him 





will allow, that the qualities which cha- 


a racterize 
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ra¢terize a cautious individual are of little 





merit in a public difcuffion. On the other 


hand, it cannot be denied, that no circum- 
{tance tends more ftrongly to elucidate a 
great and complicated fubject than the free 


and unreferved commmunication of con- 


tending fentiments. For, although collifion 


and counteraction, whether in opinion or 
conduct, feldcm fail to prove deftructive in 


the executive departments of a country, yet 
affuredly they afford the beft means of de- 


tecting fallacy and of eftablifhing truth in 
every queftion of a deliberative nature. 








“The original object in the publication will 
be fully anfwered, if the remarks which it 





contains have any tendency to fix the 





public eye upon the former inftability and 





want of fy{tem in the government of India; 
or to draw the national attention to the 


improvements of which our Indian govern- 
ments are capable. 








The 
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The reader 1s regquefted to remember, 
that the actual fituation of affairs in India, 
during the years 1782, 1783, and 1784, 
formed the crifis which has been def{cribed; 
and it is with fingular pleafure the writer 
of thefe fheets has now occafion to obferve, 
that the arrangements which have taken 
place, and the reforms which have lately 
been effected in Bengal and the Carnatic, 
may be contfidered in a great degree as pro- 
vifional remedies to the defects of which 


he has complained. 


In ftating thefe defects, at a moment 
when the calamities which they occafioned 
were frefh in his memory, it was impoffhible 
to refrain from fome expreflions of feverity. 
The names of individuals, however, have 
feldom been introduced, unlefs where it 
appeared that they were entitled to praife; 
and if in fome inftances it may be thought 
that terms of approbation have been too 


{paringly beftowed, it ought to be remem- 
A 2 bered, 
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bered, that the work in queftion is not a 





hiftory, but a fketch; compofed, by no 
means for the purpofe of recording the 


pretenfions of particular men, but to ex- 





hibit fuch a view of our affairs in India as 





might enable us to afcertain the means of 
rendering the Enplifh character refpectable, 
and our interefts permanent, in that quarter 


of the globe. 


It has been ftated in obje€tion to the firft 
edition of the following work, that Bengal 
and its dependencies, fo far from having 
fuffered by oppreflion and mifgovernment, 


are now more flourifhing than at any for- 





mer period. Were not the writer of the 


following fheets fully fatishied with the no- 








toriety of the faéts which he has advanced, 
he might draw the moft indifputable con- 
firmation of his affertions from the plans of 
ceconomy tran{mitted to India by the Court 
of Directors, with the fanction of the Board 
of Controul, and from the condu& of the 


Bengal government fince his work was 
written. 
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written. ‘The late Governor-general, Sir 
John Macpherfon, during his adminiftra- 


tion, effected a retrenchment in the public 


annual expenditure to the amount of more 
than one million fterling, and Lord Corn- 





gality in the application of public money; 
to eftablifh checks againft the grofs abufes 


which have long prevailed in the manner 


of collecting the revenues, as well as in pro- 





viding the Company’s inveftment ; and to 
devife means for prote€ting the landholders, 


huf{fbandmen, manufaé€turers, and other 


clafles of native inhabitants, from violence 
and oppreffion. The very nature and ex- 


tent of thefe reforms, imply a belief in the 





Supreme Board, that there did exift evils 





and abufes, extremely detrimental ta the 


fecurity of the natives and to the welfare 
a 3 of 
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of the country. Nor does the writer en- 
tertain a doubt, but, when this fubje& fhall 
be fairly inveftigated, it will indifputably 
appear that the picture in queftion has not 
been overcharged; and that he has not 


gone farther in affertion than has been juf- 
tified by the public acts of the fupreme go- 





vernment in India, and by the records of 
Parliament at home. 


With regard to the charge of having 
expreffed himfelf difrefpeQfully concerning 
the military fervice in Bengal, the writer is 





tion. On the contrary, he has ftated the 
military on that e{ftablifhment to be brave 


and zealous, and able to beat any native 
enemy who fhould hazard a clofe engage- 
ment in the field, He flatters himfelf, that 
no man entertains a more fincere admira- 
tion of the exertions made by the brave 


army that croflied India under General 
Goddard; 
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Goddard; for the fervices performed by the 
gallant corps commanded by Colonel Pop- 
ham; or for the detachment which march- 
ed to the Carnatic under Colonel Pierfe, of 
whofe difcipline and good conduct he can 
teftify from perfonal obfervation in the 
held, while they were acting with that 
diftinguifhed veteran Sir Fyre Coote. 


Any military man, who is infenfible to 


the merits of thofe troops and of their lead- 





ers, is unworthy to hold a military fitua- 
tion. Still, however, he will venture to 
repeat the obfervations which have been 
arraigned, and to affert, that great abufes 
had exifted in the formation of corps; that 
the military in Bengal were many months 


in arrears when the letter was written ; and 








that thefe, with other circumftances, had 
proved extremely detrimental to the dif- 
cipline of the native troops * 





Neither 


* Any perfon who ftill entertains a doubt on this fub- 
ject, will be pleafed to read General Stibbert’s Letter of 
a4 the 
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Neither ought it to be confidered as any 
imputation on the Englifh gentlemen em- 
ployed in India, if our rulers have too 
frequently been induced to act with little 
delicacy in quartering fuch numbers of in- 
dividuals on the Nabob of Oude, and other 


native Princes :—-a practice which has oc- 





cafioned great complaints on the part of 
thofe powers, who have repeatedly de- 
clared, that by fuch meafures their coun- 
tries have been thrown into confufion, and 
that they themfelves have been left with 
an exhaufted treafury,. 


It has been farther objected, that too 
much ftrefs is laid on the mifchiefs which 
have befallen the native powers who have 
had the misfortune of our intercourfe. 
The writer of thefe fheets, afluredly, never 
did intend to fuggeft that there was any 
permanent and fyftematic perfidy in the 


the z4th December 1780, dated Calcutta, and addrefied 
to the Supreme Board, as inferted in the Appendix to the 
Fifth Report of the Select Committee, No. 13. M. 





councils 
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councils of the Englifh, relative to the na- 
tive Princes of India. But he was ex- 
tremely anxious to imprefs the minds of 
his readers with a {trong and lafting fenfe 
of the outrageous violations of public faith, 
which have refulted from fluctuating coun- 
cils and difcordant powers. ‘This he has 
ever confidered as the chief fource of our 
difafters, and the part of our Indian pro- 
ceedings in which a change of fy{tem is 
indifpenfably required. 


A friend having fuggefted, that the ftate- 
ment given in the fecond Letter, p. g5, 
concerning the reduction of Shevigunga by 
General Jofeph Smith, might poffibly be 


mifunderftood ; it may be proper here to 


infert a narrative of the tranfaction as it 





really happened, by which it will appear, 


that no imputation whatever could be in- 


tentionally conveyed againft fo valuable a 
character, and one which, in another part 


of 





xiv 
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of the fame Letter, is mentioned with parti- 


cular expreflions of refpect. 





ae 


cc 


“Œ In the year 1773, it was judged expe- 
dient by the government of Madras, and 
the Nabob Mahomed Ally, to fend a 
detachment under General Jofeph Smith, 
for the attack of Calicoil. It 
rounded by very thick woods, 


is fur~ 
which 


greatly add to the defence of the place. 





The difficulty of approach made it ne- 
ceflary for him to draw the attention of 
the Polygars, by fending a detachment 
under Lieutenant-colonel Bonjour, who 
was to make a large circuit, and to in- 
veit or attack the fort at a given hour, 
on the oppofite fide from the General’s 
approach. ‘Phe General fummoned the 
Rajah to furrender, or to treat for the 
payment of the arrears due by him to 


the Nabob Mahomed Ally. 


<“ Vakeels 





SECOND BDITIO N. 


ce Vakeels were fent by the Rajah to the 


< General’s camp, with full powers to treat 





“< with the young Nabob, who was de- 
< puted by his father to act in this expe- 
¢ dition. The Vakeel faw the preparations 


ce 


making for this attack. After fome fhort 
< delay, an agreement was concluded be- 


“< tween the young Nabob and the Rajah, 
< which was followed by a ceflation of 
<< hoftility. 


“< General Smith then gave the Vakeel 
< a letter to fend or deliver to Colonel 
< Bonjour, directing him to halt where- 
< ever he fhould receive that letter, as all 
‘© points were adjufted between the Nabob 


< and the Rajah. ‘The General took this 


“© precaution, as the fafeft and furet me- 


<c thod of the intelligence reaching Colonel 
< Bonjour in time; for the Vakeel was 


< only to país immediately from the camp 


“< to the fort, and proceed on the oppofite 
< fide, to the place where Colonel Bon- 
I & jour 
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your had been ordered to march. Where- 
as, if the General had fent the letter by 
which Colonel 
Bonjour had taken (the woods being 
but to the 
them), it might have mifcarried, or at 
leaft would have been twenty-four hours 
in the delivery, while, by the fhort cut 


the fame circuitous route 





impervious inhabitants of 








through the fort, Colonel Bonjour might 
have received it in three or four hours. 


“< "Fhe Vakeel made fome unneceflary 
delay, and when he did proceed towards 
Colonel Bonjour’s detachment, he met 
them łn full march towards Calicoil, and 
entirely ignorant of the ceflation of ho- 
{tilities. 








“& Perhaps a fhot might have been fired 
at the Vakeel, taking him for one of 
Fie took fright, and, with- 
out making any endeavour to convey 
to the commanding officer the letter 


* which 


the enemy. 
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+< which he had received from General 





Smith, he retreated with the utmoft preci- 
s% pitation to the fort. Colonel Bonjour, find- 
< ing no impediment, marched forward with 
‘© rapidity, and entered Calicoil in the moft 
«< hofitile manner. Under this unhappy 





< miftake the unfortunate Rajah fell a fa- 


crifice.’’ 


It only remains to exprefs an earneft 
wifh, that the unparalleled energy and 
enterprife by which our Indian territories 
were acquired, may continue to be exerted 
for their prefervation; that the errors of the 
paft may operate with a monitory influence 
on all future arrangements for that country; 
and that the ineftimable benefits derivable 
from thofe pofleflions, may be called forth 
with the utmoft amplitude of advantage to 
our Indian fubjects and to the Britifh em- 


pire. Whoever writes on this interefting 





fubjećt, would do well to confider the im- 


partial 
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partial judgment neceflary on {fuch occa- 
fions. And above all, it becomes thofe who 
are intrufted with any legiflative, judicial, 
or executive arrangement relative to India» 
never to forget the advice of Cefar to the 
Roman fenate: “€ Omnes homines qui de 
“< rebus dubiis confultant, ab odio, metu, 
“‘ ira, atque miufericordia, vacuos efle de- 
< bent, namque haud facile, animus ve- 
‘ rum providet ubi illi officitunt; neque 


< quilquam omnium, libidini fimul ac ufui 








“© paruit.’ 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


IN order that the local defcriptions and 


military operations mentioned in the follow- 
ing Work may be rendered more intelligible, 
Mr. FADEN, Geographer to his Majefty, 
bas completed a Map of the Southern Pro- 
vinces of India, from Madras to Cape Co- 


morin, on a large fcale, according to the 


Plans of Colonel Kelly, Captain Werfebe, and 


other accurate Surveyors. 





In this Map, the movements of the South- 
ern army, during the Campaigns of 1782, 
1783, and 1784, are faithfully traced, and 
the errors of former Topographers are care- 
fully corrected. 
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Linglifb Interefts in India. 





LETTER L” 


MY LORD, 
T would afford me thé greateft fatisfac- 


tion, if the tranfactions which have 
occurred fince my departure from England, 
enabled me to lay before you any informa- 
tion that might prove interefting, and that 
might tend to evince the fentiments of 





* This letter was written on the paflage from India to 
Europe, fubfequent to the Letter addreffed to Lord Mac- 
artney and the Seleét Committee of Fort St. George. 
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refpeét and veneration which imprefs me 
when I venture to addrefs your Lordfhip. 


If the expedition in which my regiment 
embarked had been fuffered to purfue its 
original object, the tenour of our operations 
might have afforded a narrative not unde- 
ferving your attention; but our after-defti- 
mation again{ft the Cape of Good Hope, 
our progrefs from thence to India, and our 
fubfequent proceedings there, furnifh fo 
inferior a fubjec&t of communication, that 
I fhould have been unwilling to intrude 
upon your ferious engagements, had not 

the ftate of our Eaft India pofleflions be- 


come an object of general importance to 
this country. 





Although thefe confiderations and your 





Lordfhip’s goodnefs may incline you to 
receive indulgently fuch obfervations as my 
recent opportunities fuggeft on this fubject, 
it is far from my intention however to tref- 


país 
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pafs upon your patience, with any detail 
of particulars relating to myfelf, or to the 
events that preceded my arrival in the EFaft, 
farther than to requeft your perufal of the 
papers inferted in the Appendix. My chief 
object is to lay before you an unbiafled 
{tatement of recent occurrences in India, 
and of our actual fituation there. 


The principal exertions during the con- 
cluding period of the war with ‘lTippoo 
Sultaun, were made by the forces fouth of 
the river Coleroon, which I had the ho- 
nour to command; and our operations were 
fo intimately connected not only with thofe 
on the Malabar Coaft, but with all the 
tranfactions that occurred within the range 
of hoftility, that no juft view could be 
given of the one, without a correfponding 
{ftatement of the other. 


In my addrefs to the Government of 
Fort St. George, the diftrefsful condition in 
B 2 which 
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which I found thofe countries when ap- 
pointed to the fouthern command, is faith- 
fully related ; the rife and progrefs of mili- 
tary meafures in the fouthern countries, as 
well as their interruption by a pacification 
with Tippoo Sulsaun, are likewife recapi- 
tulated; the local mifmanagement and 
inherent grievances that have reduced our 
affairs upon the Coaft to the laft fymptoms 
of decay, are afterwards explained; and 
my obfervations conclude with fuggefting 





{uci meafures of reform as appear indifpen- 
A 


copy of that narrative accompanies this 





fable to the prefervation of India. 


Letter, together with feveral authentic 





communications necellary to elucidate the 


fubjyect. 





You have heard much, my Lord, and 
read more, of the mifgovernment in India. 
There have been declamations without end 


on the peculations of the Company’s fer- 





vants,—and acts without number to re- 
trieve, 
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trieve, if poflible, the Company’s affairs : 





but thefe declamations have only tended to 
afcertain the rhetorical eftimation due to 
the perfons who delivered them,—and thofe 


acts have too frequently confirmed the evils 





they were meant to remedy. 


In treating of this fubje€t it never fhould 





be forgotten, that the leading principle of 
all Eaftern inftitutions is permanency ; but 
the principle, or at leaft the praétice, of all 
Englifh politics in India, has been produc- 
tive of the moft pernicious inftability. By 
the firft, laws, manners, rites, and regula- 
tions, are handed down from age to age 
undiminifhed and unaltered ;—by the fe- 








cond, the general order and arrangements 
of the country are torn afunder with capri- 
cious innovation: and to enforce a fyftem 
fo deftruCtive of the deareft tenets of the 
natives, the continued operation of violence 
Is required. 
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The diftribution of the Gentoos into 
‘Talyngas, Malabars, Marattas, Canaras, 
and Mialleallums, as well as into the dif- 
ferent fects of Bramins, Rajahpoots, Nyars, 


and into many inferior fubdivifions of 








merchants, labourers, and artificers, has 
remained inviolate fince the promulgation 
of the laws of Brimha, whofe Shafter con- 
tains the ordinances of their faith, and the 


pandećts of their jurifprudence. ‘Uhefe in- 





{titutes have with{tood the ravages of time, 


the irruptions of invaders, and the revo- 





lutions to which, in all recorded periods, 


thofe countries have been expofed. 


The wifdom of the Moorifh conquerors 
of Indoftan failed not to preferve this an- 
cient fabric of Indian adoration. In fad, 
the Mahometan governments apparently 
reverence the rites of the Gentoos, who 
{till conftitute the maís of fubje€ts on the 
peninfula. Under the Moors, they are 
liable to oppreffions incident to all arbitrary 

govern- 
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governments; yet their tyrants have min- 
gled policy with force ; and as the Goths 


adopted the manners of thofe nations whom 





they conquered, fo the Muffulmen have 
affimilated with the cuftoms of their Indian 
fubjects. They encourage them in huí- 





bandry and manufacture—employ them in 
their armies—entruift them with their 
finance—and, above all, preferve to them 
the purity of their Cafts, the fanctity of their 





Bramins, and the pomp of their religion. 


So fully do the Moorifh princes feel the 
neceflity of treating with refpect thofe cuf- 
toms and opinions, for which the moft timid 
of Gentoos would facrifice his life, that Hy- 
der Ally never failed to make large endow- 
ments to the chief temples or pagodas. 
In 1781, when his army invefted Trit- 





he waited in perfon on the 





chinopoly, 
Bramins of Seringham Pagoda, with a 
propitiatory acknowledgment to Viftnou, 
the tutelary deity of that fanctuary. By 


thefe means, in addition to fuperior talents 
B 4 in 
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im war, and a vigorous adminiftration in 
peace, the Moors have extended their do- 


minions over the richeft parts of the penin- 
fula. 





The Portuguefe, on the other hand, 
whofe arms and _  enterprife obtained a 


geographical 





extent of territory greater 
than the circuit of the Roman empire in 


the days cf Auguftus, blindly zealous to 
propagate the Chriftian faith, found it 





eafier to conquer kingdoms than to fubvert 





eftablifhed doctrines. By violating the 
tenets of their fubjects, they have ceafed to 
be accounted among the powers of India. 


Happily for the Englifh interefts, into- 





lerance in matters of religion has not 
But in 
our civil and military condu@t, intolerance 





mingled with our Indian policy. 


has united with inftability, to violate the 
moít revered inftitutions, and to force pa- 
cific powers into meafures for our extermi- 

nation. 
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mation. So fully are thefe affertions veri- 
fied by every circumftance attending the 
origin and growth of our power in India, 
that on a conviction of our refilefs and uñ- 
{table views, was founded the policy of the 
Mogul, the Nizam, the Marattas, and other 
{tates of India, who lately aflociated to ac- 


complifh our deftruction. 


It is not neceflary for me at prefent to 
enumerate the various transformations by 
which the private merchant grew into a 
powerful fovereign, with formidable armies, 
large revenues, rich manufactures, induftri- 
ous fubjects, and territories more extenfive, 
populous, and productive than the moft 
flourifhing kingdoms of Europe. My inten- 
tion 1s, to convince your Lordfhip that, not- 
withftanding the enterprife and talents by 
which various fubjects of this country have 
fignalifed themfelves during the courfe of 
Indian operations, no individual’ efforts 














can 
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can prevent the fuperftructure from totter- 
ing while the groundwork is fo infecure. 


In the earlieft periods of our aggran- 
difement Lord Clive exerted his urmoft ef- 
forts to correct the vices of our FEaftern 
íyítem. His letters tothe Court of Direc- 
tors recommended an ceconomical detail 
in the departments of public expenditure, 
a regulated watchfulnefs over the defen- 
five preparations of the country they had 
acquired, a conftant attention to the com- 
mercial purpofes of their inftitution, a rigid 
juftice and inviolable fecurity to their fub- 
jects, anda liberal encouragement of induf- 
try and cultivation. Above all, fays he, 
you muft fupport a permanent fyftem of 
conciliatory meafures towards the country 


powers: for while a doubt exifts refpect- 





ing your pacific inclinations, their fears 
will incite them to form machinations to 


effect your ruin. 


Although 
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Although the current inftructions from 
home to the different Prefidencies have been 
in unifon with thefe admonitions, our Eaft- 
ern governors avowedly have difobeyed all 
orders ; they have commenced hofitility, 
negociated for peace, and renewed the war, 


juft as fuited their convenience. 


I will not carry you farther back, my 
Lord, than 1767, when the Government 
of Madras, after flagrantly offending the 
Nizam, by occupying the Circars under the 
pretence of a firmaun or charter from their 
then dependant the Mogul, fent a deputa- 
tion, to fubmit their claim to the difcuffion 
of the very Nizam who was the injured 








and, without fa- 





party in the queftion ; 
tisfying him for the violation, farther than 
by a huddled compromife to pay him a tri- 
bute for the Northern Circars, entered into 
engagements with him to act conjunctly 
againft Hyder Ally, then invaded by the 
Miarattas. No fooner was this union 

formed, 
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formed, thar it was diflolved ; and the 
Nizam feparating from the Enghih army 
under General Smith*,, immediately joined 
Flyder, and continued in hoftility againft 
us; but after feveral unfuccefsful engage- 





ments, he became weary of the conteft, 
and returned with his army to Hyder- 
abad. 


The after-narrative of that difgraceful 
warfare, as exprefied in General Smith’s 
letter to Lord Clive, exhibits the moft 
ftriking picture of our Eaftern councils. 
There we may learn, by what inverted 
policy itis poflible to defeat the beft-found- 


ed expectations ; to render abortive the 





exertions of the ablef{t general, and braveft 





army ;—how an enemy may be reduced, by 
repeated lofs in battle, to propofe the moft 
favourable terms of accommodation; and 


yet, thus weakened and exhaufted, how he 


See General Smith’s Letter to Lord Clive. 


may 
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may be enabled to triumph over every dif- 
after. 


My reference to thefe facts is only 
meant to evince, that the contempt which 
Hyder Ally entertained for our councils, 
and his enmity towards our eftablifhment, 
however ruinous to our interefts, originated 
in our aggreflions. We had hardly breath- 
ed after the war with Hyder, when the 
public confternation was excited by unpro- 
voked hoftility with the Maratta ftates, 
againit whom, whatever might be the 
oftenfible pretext, I know not of any fub- 
ject of complaint, excepting that they held 
poiieffions on the Malabar coaft, extending 
from the northward of Surat to the vicinity 





of Goa; while our Prefidency of Bombay, 





exclufive of their ifland, were circum{fcribed 





within the narrow limits of a factory at Su- 
rat, and another at Telicherry. Your Lord- 
{hip has no doubt obferved in the printed 

and 
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and official communications refpecting that 
conteft, a maís of incidents, compared with 
which, the indignities incurred by the 
Madras Government in the preceding war 
of 1767 with Hyder, almoft ceafe to ap- 
pear difreputable*. 


Hoftilities at laft commencing between 
the Englith and French, the Englifh were 
again involved in war with Hyder Ally. 
Under thefe circumftances, it became necef- 
fary to confider of a pacification with the 
Marattas. Negociations were opened ; but 
as we had fought without concert, fo we 
treated without communication. The Ge- 
neral negociates, the Government of Bom- 
bay negociates, the Supreme Board negoci- 
ates, the reprefentative of a higher power 
negociates—all differ, all counteract each 
other ; and the Maratta Government found 
it fo impoflible to reconcile their contradic- 











* See Pechell’s account of military affairs at Bombay. 


tory 
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tory propofitions, that they continued the 
war as the only means of fecurity with fuch 
unexplicable adverfaries. Long afterwards 
however, on the eve of our diffolution, 
as the fine gua noz of our exiftence in 
India, they forced us to purchafe peace 
from them, and to reftore all the pofleffions 
of which we had robbed them, excepting 
Salcet ; having firft wafted the treafures of 
Bengal, reduced Bombay to a ftate of 
infolvency, and expofed our conduét to 


the whole world, as a lafting monument of 


perfidy and weaknefgs. 


We now arrive at the molt eventful pe- 
riod that the Englifh have experienced in 
Afia, furpafling every previous misfortune 
in the iniquity from whence it fprang, and 


in the calamity with which it was attended. 





From the date of the difgraceful treaty 
with Hyder Ally in 1769, till the year 





1780, our rulers in the Carnatic feemed to 
have 
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have forgotten that he ever had invaded 
them, or rather that he ever could in- 
vade them again. ‘The fuperior genius 
of Eilyder perceived, that the territories 
and pofition of the Englifh, as well 
as their proficiency in military {fcience, 
would render them  defirable allies, and 





give unequivocal fuperiority to his forces 








when conjoined with theirs; but experience 
proved, that he could not rely on men fo 
difunited and unprincipled. To adopt a 
neutral fyftem, neither promifed fecurity 
mor fuited his decifive character. What then 
remained but hoftile meafures, againft a 








mation with whom alliance or neutrality 
appeared alike unfafe ?— His campaigns 
during the preceding war expofed their 
vulnerable parts ;—their difregard of mili- 
tary preparation marked out the Carnatic 
as an inviting field of new acquirement ;— 
and the growing profligacy of each fucceed- 
ing Government, improving on the rapa- 

city 
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fapacity of that which preceded it, con- 
farmed the hatred which our previous 
conduct juftihiied 7 


roufed to indignation by our attack on 





Hyder’s enmity was 


Mahee, a French fetthement under his pro- 
tection: {till more was he incenfed at 
the negociation with Bazalet Jung, brother 
of the Nizam, and proprietor of Adoni, by 
which that prince ceded to the Englifh the 
Guntoor Circar, upon condition that a 


force fhould be employed in his defence. 





This {f{tipulated force actually marched 
under Colonel Harper to Inikonda, in its 
way to Adoni; but in confequence of va- 





rious procraftinations fo many months 
were waited, that Hyder had full lIeifure 
to poft a {trong party at the entrance of 
the país near Inikonda. The Colonel, find- 
ing the enemy in great ftrength, and that 
their orders were to attack the Englith if 


* This was the cafe, until the unalterable re&titude of 
y.ord Macartney checked the progrefs of venality. 


E they 
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they fhould attempt to march acrofs Hyder’s 
territory, receded from the enterprife. 





Bazalet Jung, on this occafion, expe- 
rienced the treachery of Europeans; for, 
relying on our good faith, he had ceded 
the Guntoor Circar, and afterwards difco-— 
vered that the movement of the troops to- 
wards him was delufive, and that the de- 
lays which enabled Hyder to prevent their 
march to Adoni, were fraudulently contrived 
by the Madras Government, in order to de- 
feat the performance of their ftipulations. 
On the other hand, had we fulfilled our 
engagements with Bazalet Jung—had we 
marched a ref{pectable army to Adoni, fuch 
were the advantages of that fituation, that 








while we could have maintained it, no power 
in India would have ventured an invafion of 
the Carnatic; for Adoni* menaces Myfore, 
Beddanore, the countries of the Marattas, 


* It is fuperior, in a topographical point of view, to 
any interior pofition in the peninfula. 


12 and 
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and the Decan, while the natural ftrength 





of that fortrefs, and the refources it coma- 
mands, fecure it, if well garrifoned, againft 


any danger from a native power: but all 





thefe confiderations were facrificed—Bazalet 
Jung was difpleafed—the Nizam offend- 


ed—and Hyder exafperated. 


Every power in India faw the danger 


that threatened the Prefidency of Madras ; 
and the Carnatic was actually over-run by 





Hyder with an army of 100,000 men, at 
the very moment when that Government 
boafted that he durft not meditate hoftility. 


‘The melancholy and difgraceful events that 


followed, are too unpleafing to admit of 
obfervation. ‘The fate of Colonel Baillie’s 





detachment, and the fubfequent retreat of 


the army to Madras, are frefh in every me- 





relgnty, being de faclo Nabob of the Car- 
Ci 2 Natic, 
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natic. It is unnecefiary to enlarge on the 
fubfequent tranfactions: the arrival of Sir 
Eyre Coote from Bengal—the junction of a 
detachment from thence with Colonel Pearfe 





—the battles of Porto Novo, Pulaloor, 
and Shulengur, and the other operations of 
the Carnatic army; or to recapitulate the 


fuccefles of the {quadron under Sir Edward 
Hughes *, againft Negapatam and Trinco- 
maley, which formed the concluding inci- 
dents of the year 1781. It is only meant to 
offer fome remarks on our political fituation 
in thofe countries, in order to prove the 
errors of our paft conduct, and to fuggeft 
what appears to be the Ieaft objectionable 


mode of permanent reform. 


* That diftinguifhed Admiral exhibited, in the reduc- 
tion of thofe important places, the fame fuperior conduét 
which he afterwards difplayed in his naval aétions with the 
French. 

Having had the good fortune to ferve with my regiment 
on board the fquadron during the courfe of thofe engage- 
ments, I cannot mention the name of Sir Edward Hughes, 
without exprefling the warmeft fentiments of attachment 
and refpeét due to fuch profeMional merits and ineftimable 
private worth. 





In 
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In this ftage of our difafters, the frag- 
ments of the Cape expedition arrived at 
Madras *. It is impoffible to imprefs your 
Lordfhip’s mind with any adequate repre- 
fentation of the deplorable condition of 
that Prefidency ; nor would it be an agree- 
able tafk to expatiate on fuch extremes of 
human wretchednefs as were there expe- 
rienced. If any fcene of danger and dif- 


trefs could infure concord and co-operation 





among men, the full difplay of thofe virtues 
might have been expected at Madras. 


Hyder was in poffeffion of the country— 
Tippoo about this time cut off our fouth- 
ern detachment with Colonel Braithwaite * 
—the French were landing a body, appa- 
rently of fufhicient force to decide the con- 
teft. In this fituation, our apprehenfions 
of the enemy, as well as the defire of reco- 
vering the reputation we had loft, fhould 
have excited us to act with cordial effort ; 
indeed, no profpeét of defence remained, 


* February 1782. 
C 3 





but 
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but in the united energy of every indivi- 
dual connected with our caufe. 

Under {fuch circumftances, your Lordfhip 
will hardly credit the affertion, that the bu- 
finefs of the war was by no means the main 
object of attention. Councils—generals— 
feamen—foldiers—and civilians—fervyants of 
the King, Company, and Nabob, feemed 
almoft to have forgotten that the enemy 
were at their gates, and that they had any 





adverfaries to contend with but each other. 





Such pernicious counteradtions, at a mo- 
ment too when the public diftreffes ought 
to have precluded all private contention, 
excited my furprife. On tracing the fource 





of thefe diforders, it appeared that they 
did not originate in any blameable dif- 
pofition of the parties; on the contrary, 
the leading characters were diftinguifhed by 
fuperior talents, and eminent in the dif- 
ferent walks of life to which they belonged- 
From a difcordant principle in the politi- 
cal part of our Indian fyftem, arofe thofe 


evils, 
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evils, which were too inveterate to yield 
to any palliative expedient. Individuals 
are in a great meafure out of the queftion ; 
for the difunion alluded to, is not the col- 








lilion of one man, or fet of men, againft 





another; it is not of one period, or of one 





Prefidency ; but it is a general contention 
—a fhock of fituations—and a war of de- 
partments. 


In this critical ftate of affairs, it 





was 
moít fortunate for the prefervation of our 
indian territories, that Lord Macartney 
had affumed the Government of Madras 
in the preceding June. From the firft 
moment, he dedicated his time and talents 








to reftrain abufe, with an undeviating vi- 
gour and uprightnefs of intention. Could 
he have imagined or forefeen the ruin and 
diftraction in which the preceding Go- 
vernments had involved the eftablifhment, 
it is not probable that he would have left 
Furope, to adventure on the manage- 

C 4 ment 
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ment of a country fo overwhelmed by 
every fpecies of calamity, that fuch forti- 
tude, integrity, and perfeverance as he 
pofieffled, could alone have prevented its 
condition from becoming irretrievable :— 
but to a mind like his, when once en- 
gaged in an important public object, no 
difficulty could appear unfurmountable, no 
combination of embarrafiments exceed the 
reach of his exertions. 








In a {fhort time he concluded an arrange- 
ment with the Nabob of Arcot, by which 
the revenues of the countries under his 
Highnefs’s authority were refcued from 








mifmanagement, and afligned to the Com- 
pany, in order to fupport the exigencies 
af the war.—The fecurity of Madras, 
which he found actually experiencing the 
feverities of famine, was provided for 
with the utmoft wifdom and difpatch. 
—— Ihe inefficient defenfive fyftem on which 
the war had been conducted in the Carna- 


tic, 
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tic, he endeavoured to extend into of- 





fenfive operations, and every effort was 





made by the Civil Government to enable 


the Carnatic army to advance into the 





enemys pofleffions of  Myfore.—The 
fiege of Negapatam was undertaken by 
the direction of the Governor, and 


proved fuccefsful, mnotwithftandinge the 





oppofition to that meafure by the 
Commander in Chief.—Troops were alfo 


fent 





to enable the fquadron to reduce 
and garrifon Trincomaley. — The previ- 


cus extravagance, by which the finances 





of the country had been wafted and 
public credit overthrown, was reftrain- 


ed by a firm and rigid hand. The moft 





anxious retrenchment was enforced in 
every department; not a fingle malver- 
fation, negligence, or abufe, feemed to 
efcape the penetrating obfervation of the 
Governor; who, at a crifis the moft dif- 
trelsíul and alarming that the Enelifh had 


cver 
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ever experienced {ince their eftablifhment 
in India, exhibited an aflemblage of 
talents, energy, and rectitude, of which 


few examples can be traced in any coun- 


xy *. 


In order to account for the rife and 
progrefs of thefe diffenfions, and of that 
difcordant principle in which they origi- 
nated, your Lordfhip will be pleafed to re- 
calle&t, that the fpirit of our primary efta- 
blifhment in India knew no power fuperior 
to the Company’s Government. ‘This au- 
thority, perplexed and wavering ag it might 
be rendered by the politics of the different 
Prefidencies counteracting each other, had 


* Eilowever ftrong my inclination is to do juftice to the 
merit of Lord Macartney’s Government, it would ill be- 
come me to attempt a detail of the great and complicated 
tranfactions in which he was engaged. Deftitute of ma- 
terials, and unequal to fuch an undertaking, it only remains 
for me to exprefs my hopes that his Lordfhip will be in- 
duced to give the Public a hiftory of the important affairs 
which he conducted with fuch diftinguifhed ability. 








yet 
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yet fomewhat of unity in the idea of its 
formation ; fo far at leaft, that the native 
powers, confidering the Company as the 
fountain of all Englifh authority in the pe- 


ninfula, regulated their conduct by fuch com- 





munications as were conveyed through the 
medium of the Company's reprefentatives. 
While this prevailed, the Nabob Mahomed 


Ally, and other native princes in our alli- 





ance, conducted themfelves with the utmoft 
deference towards the eftablifhed Govern- 
ment; and though at times they were fe- 
verely prefled by fome rapacious members, 
they felt a degree of fecurity, and enjoyed 











an intercourfe of good offices, that bordered 


on profperity. 


The errors of the Company’s manage- 
ment having attracted the attention of 
Adminiftration at home, an act of the le- 
ciflature was paffed in 1773, by which 
the powers of fovereignty were continued 


in the Company; but the authority of 
parlia-— 
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parliament aflumed an executive interfe- 
rence in thofe very powers of fovereignty, 
by the appointment, recommendation, or 
eonfirmation of certain officers of juftice, 
and others to be eftablifhed in India. The 
power and dignity of the Crown had, at 
an earlier period, been brought into direct 
competition, though not on equal terms, 
with the power and fovereign authority of 
the Company. An embaily had been fent 
immediately from the Crown to the Nabob 
of Arcot, unavoidably in oppofition to the 
Vehement dif- 
putes arofe between the Ambaflador and the 
Prefidency of Fart St. George. The Go- 


vernor and Council conftituted the regula 


power of the Company. 





authority of the fettlement, and pofleffed 
the powers of adminiftration; while the 
other claimed fuperiority as reprefentative of 
the Sovereign. “The Nabob and all the other 





native princes were perplexed. ‘They had 
been taught, that in the Company was vefted 
the fupreme authority of England, as far 


as 
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as refpeécted India—that no other power 





had any right of interference there. Now 
they are told, the Company is nothing more 
than a private body of merchants, without 
confequence or confideration in their own 
country, and who are foon to lofe all power 


and confequence in India. 


In this fituation of affairs, what fhall the 
unfortunate Nabob believe ?— how fhall he 
a& ?—A hoft of needy adventurers poflefs 
themfelves of his confidence, impofe upon 
his credulity, and taint his mind with opi- 
nions that have fince proved his deftruction. 
< ‘Your Highnefs (fay thefe adventurers) 
* muft fhake off your connections with 
“ thofe traders ;—you mult now adhere to 
“ the fovereign power and majefty of Eng- 
< land :——You, Sir, are an independent 
‘ prince ; — you are guaranteed in your 
territory of the Carnatie by the treaty 
‘“ of Paris;—the kings of France and 
s Spain have ratified that treaty, and the 

“ king 
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* king of England is your protector.— 
“© Throw off, therefore, all dependence on 
& the mercantile affociation.”’ 


You will not be furprifed, my Lord, 
that an Afiatic Prince, who cannot recon- 
cile the contradiction of a body of mer- 
chants poileffing fovereignty, fhould have 
been deceived by language fo congenial to 
his natural propenfities; efpecially when 
confirmed by the folemnity of public letters, 
and an embafly from the Sovereign. 


From that moment, his attachment to 
the Company was fhaken :—he fpoke lightly 
of their power, difregarded their fervants, 


and counteracted their intentions. 


The Government of Madras refented this 
defection, and forced him to confefs that 
his new allies were either negligent of their 
promiies, or unequal to refift the Company, 


in whofe hands the executive contro] {till 
remained. 


Simce 
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Since that time, the Prefidency of Madras 


has been a continued fcene of counteraction, 
The Senior Officer of the fquadron has 


ufually reprefented his Majefty at the Dur- 








bar, and that fituation tends to render him, 





ex officio, an object of jealoufy to the Com- 
pany’s Government. “The Commander in 
Chief on fhore has hikewife held an autho- 


tity from the Crown, fo indefinitely €x- 
prefled, that he could neither fubmit to the 
government without incurring profeffional 





unpopularity, nor refift without exciting 


ruinous commotions. 


When Sir Eyre Coote aflumed the com- 


mand of the Carnatic army during the ad- 
miniftration of Mr. Smith, he had been fuf- 
fered to engrofs the whole direction of the 


war. The fucceeding Government found 


by thefe means all power and confequence 
As the Go- 


vernor and Council of each Prefidency, 


by 





centered in the General. 
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by the Company’s conftitution, are the de- 
legates of their authority, it feemed ne- 
ceeflary that the Board of Madras fhould 


have fome control over operations for the 


condué and refult of which they ftood re- 





fponfible to their fuperiors.— They repre- 
fented thefe circumftances to the Supreme 


Board, but fentence was pronounced againft 





them, and the General was confirmed in the 


unparticipated direction of the war. The 





movements of the army however did not 


profper :—the fame narrow limits marked 





their progrefs:—the fame deficiencies of 


draught, carriage, and conveyance, as well as 
of grain and money, ftill fruftrated all hopes 





of profiting by fuccefs, and defeated every 





fuggeftion of vigorous endeavour. 


The Supreme Board, after much acri- 
monious difcuffion, revoked their fentence, 
and replaced the controlling power in the 


hands of the Madras Government: but 
another 
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another event foon afterwards occurred, 
which put reconciliation at defiance. 

The Supreme Board determine to refcind 
the affignment of the Nabob’s territory to 
the Company, and to reftore his Highnefs 
to the management of his own country.— 
They farther refolve, it is faid, to enforce 
this edict by military power. Sir Eyre 
Coote is therefore invefted with full autho— 
rity for that purpofe, and on his return to 
the Coaft in April 1783, is inftru€ted at all 
events to carry the order into execution. 
His death, which happened in the fame 
month, is fuppofed to have prevented much 
bloodfhed in the fettlement: for it is under- 





{tood that the General was determined to 
enforce, and the Government to reft, the 
order of reftitution; at a time too, when 
the country belonged more properly to Hy- 
der and the French, than to either party. 


The fucceeding Commander, General 





Stuart, was involved in difcuflions fimilar to 
D thofe 
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thofe between the Civil Government and 
Sir Eyre Coote. ‘The campaign under that 
General againft Cuddalore, was interrupted 
by a ceflation of hoftility between the Eng- 
glifh and French. ‘Thofe dangerous neigh- 
bours were thus left in poffeffion of a poft, 
the lofs of which would probably have 
obliged them to abandon I[ndia, had not 
the difunion of the ruling and executive 
powers diftracted our meafures,and added a 
farther proof, that under the influence of dif- 
cordant principles, neither time nor means, 
circumitance nor Opportunity, can enfure 
fuccefs. The General was fuperfeded in 
the command of the army, called to the 
Prefidency, and afterwards remanded to 


Furope. 


Sir John Burgoyne fucceeded as Com- 
mander in Chief of the King’s troops. 
He allerted powers and privileges that the 
Government declared to be incompatible 





with 
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with the conftitution of the Company. 
He perfifted, and was fuperfeded by a Co- 


lonel on the Company’s eftablifhment, who, 





on this occafion, was raifed to the rank of 





Lieutenant General, and Commander in 
Chief upon the Coaft. Sir John Burgoyne, 
in confequence of this promotion, claimed 
the exclufive command at leaft of the 





King’s troops,—and was arrefted. 


Another General became fenior of the 


King’s fervice, and fubmitted. The remain- 
ing Generals had figned a remonftrance 


againft the violation offered to the royal 
fervice by the arreft of their Commanders. 


Some of them adhered to their declarations, 


and left the country ; others, pliant to the 
times, enjoyed the benefits of unferviceable, 


but not unprofitable, ftations.—After this 
detail, your Lordfhip will not be furprifed 


at any difturbance that has fince occurred 
in thofe poffeffions. 


D 2 It 
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It is not within the limits of my purpofe 
to enlarge upon the acts of the legiflature 





now exifting, on thofe that have been pro- 
pofed refpeCting India, or on the proceed- 
ings Of Parliament in their late capacity as 





a Court of Ingueft *. The pretenfions 





of Governor and Commander ftill remain 





in collifion with each other,—the King and 
Company ftill continue in that country to 
be contending powers,—while the Company 
and Nabob are bound over to perpetual 
variance. Between the civil and military 
mo line is traced; no redrefs for the latter, 
mo mode of coercion for the former, and 
the warfare of the Prefidencies is extended 
and confirmed. 





My Letter to the Select Committee of 
Fort St. George contains every other 


* Since this paper was written, the powers of Go- 
vernor and Commanaer in Chief have been united in she 
perfon of Lord Cornwallis, and other important arrange- 
ments have taken place for the correction of our Indian 
fyftem. 








materia! 
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material incident refpectine the concluding 
period of the war, the circumftances under 
which the peace with Tippco Sultaun was 
concluded, and the enumeration of internal 
evils on the coaft of Coromandel. In the 
difcufflion of thofe important particulars, I 
have not hefitated to fuggeft the detail of 
means by which alone I conceive it poffible 
to effect a reformation in the Eaft. Thefe 
obfervations on the interior mifgovernment 





of the country are, in their general tenden- 
cy, not only applicable to Coromandel, but 
to the other Prefidencies; and as fimilar 
evils operate in each, correfponding reme- 
dies muft be applied to all. 











If our condition be defperate upon the 
Coaft, it will appear not lefs deplorable in 
Bengal; when we confider that the decline 
of that Government has advanced with 
rapid ftrides during peace, while Madras 
has fuffered the devaftations of war. 

D 3 But 
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But before we enter on a particular view of 





this melancholy fubject, it may be neceflary 





to {tate the extent and local circumftances 





of our poffeffions in that quarter. 


The provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orif- 
fa, as poflefled by the Britifh, and including 
Benares *, contain an area of 162,0Cc°0 
fguare miles; their annual revenues are 
fuppofed to have amounted, in happier 
times, to 5,000,000 7, fterling, and their 
population to 11,000,000: the province 
of Oude and its dependencies compre- 
hend an area of 53,286 {fquare miles, 
yielded a revenue of 3,500,000/. and main- 


tained 20,050,000 of people. 


It muft be obferved, that the Mogul Go- 
vernment in India was a foreign and oppref— 
five government; and confequently, that 








the countries under its authority were far 
from having attained their higheft period of 
improvement. It is likewife demonftrable, 


* See Major Rennell’s Memoirs. 


that 
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that Bengal and the lower parts of the other 
provinces, being extremely fertile, and 
chiefly adapted to the cultivation of rice, 
ought to maintain a greater number of 
people on an equal furface, than any the 








moft fertile country where rice will not 
grow ; becaufe rice yields two or three an- 
nual crops, andthe average of each crop is 
comparatively greater than that of any other 
grain. Let us now compare the produce, 
population, and revenues of thefe countries 
with thofe of Great Britain, which, accord- 
ing to Major Rennell, contains an area of 
96,400 fquare miles. "The population of 
Great Britain may amount to 8,000,000, 
and the prefent revenues are about 
I14,000,000/. By this ftandard your Lord- 
{hip will be able to judge of the compara- 
tive value of the Englifh poffeffions in Ben- 
gal; and if to thofe you add the coaft of Co- 
romandel, its area being 65,944 {quare 
miles, ancient population 9,000,000, and 














revenue in former times 3,000,ccOo/z, the 
aggregate of thefe territories will form a 
D 4 domi- 
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dominion nearly equal in revenue, and far 
fuperior in population as well as in extent, 
to Great Britain,—to the richeft and moft 
produGiive kingdom, in proportion to its 








area, that ever exifted in the temperate 
Zones. 


In former times the Bengal countries 
were the granary of nations, and the repa- 





fitory of commerce, wealth, and manufac- 
ture in the Eaft. Vefels from all quarters 
poured out their treafures on the banks of 
the Ganges, and the numberlefs nations 
that people the northern regions of Indoftan, 
as far as Caíhmire, Lahore, and Thibet, in- 
cluding a range of feveral thoufand miles, 
ufed to depofit their riches there, as the 
great mart and centre of their traffick. But 
{fuch has been the reftlefs energy of our mif~ 
government, that within the fhort fpace of 
twenty years many parts of thofe countries 
have been reduced to the appearance of a 
defert. The fields are no longer cultivated,— 
extenfive tracts are already overgrown with 


thickets, 
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thickets,—tthe hufbandman is plundered,— 
the manufacturer opprefled,—famine has 
been repeatedly endured,—and depopula— 
tion has enfued. ‘The diftricts are farmed 
out to Renters, or Zemindars,—and the 
colle€tions, as well as all other bufinefs 
relating to finance, are committed to a 
Provincial Chief, who reports to the Com- 
mittee of Revenue. The Renter holds by 
a precarious tenure, while it cofts him 


fo much to procure and maintain his fitu- 

















ation, that if his exactions bear proportion 
to his rifk and advance of money, they 
muft be extremely fevere indeed. Neither 
would it fuit the views of a Chief to be 
lefs induftrious in the bufinefs of extortion. 
They muft therefore be unufually 1nexpert 
if they do not between them contrive to 





diftrefs the inhabitants, to ruin agriculture, 
and to defraud the Government of at leaft 
thirty or forty fer cent. of the ftipulated 
payments. ‘This they manage by ftate- 
ments of approaching want, which they 

them- 
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themfelves have occafioned; by accounts 


of provincial works, which are never per- 


formed ; by unjuftifiable deductions, and by 


connivance at the defalcations of the ma- 





mnagers. 


The hufbandmen and Ryots dependent 
on thefe depredators (compared with whom 





the feudal Serfs were in a ftate of freedom) 
are in their turn happy mortals, when con- 





trafted with the weavers and manufacturers. 


If the former be plundered of their grain, 


the chaff at leaft is left for their fubfiftence ; 
but fuch is the fyftem of commercial regu- 


lation, that the wretched manufacturers have 
hardly arefource. Ihe Commercial Chief, 


to whom they are fubject, and who, under 
the Committee of Trade and Manufacture, 


is charged with the bufinefs of inveftment, 
affigns to all the portion of their labour,—by 


a {mall advance pretends to an appropriation 
of their induftry,—denies their right to ufe 





their ingenuity for their own advantage,— 


eftablifhes 
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eftablifhes a ruinous monopoly, by the 





abufe of power, and treats them as bondí- 
men toiling for his benefit. The confe- 
quence is, defertion among the weavers, a 
decreafing inveftment for the Company, 
enormous acquifition for himfelf, and a 





fatal ftagnation of all trade and manufacture 
throughout his diftrict. 





In Oude, Rohilcund, and all the upper 
countries within our influence, the natives 
are, if poffible, ftill more diftrefled. Va- 
rious hordes have been driven to defpair by 


hardfhip and exaction. They have allem- 


bled in formidable force, and menaced the 
the hufbandman goes 











whole country : 
to the plough with a firelock over his 
fhoulder, while the government is too 
feeble to reftrain thefe outrages, and too 


much deprefied to afford relief. 


If we truft to our military on the Bengal 
eftablifhment for protection againft thefe 


2 alarmin fag 
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alarming enormities, we {hall find, that entire 
corps have exifted on paper, who, exclufive 
of the Commandant and Staff, never 
had any exiftence but on paper, and 
it will farther appear, that thofe Sepoys 
who have a real exiftence, are neither well 
dif{ciplined nor regularly paid. The de- 
creafing produce of the country is con- 


fumed by the utmoft contrivance of profu- 
fion ; and fo wafteful is the mode of contri- 


bution, that the country of Oude, period 
after period, has fallen into arrears, leaving; 
the exhaufted prince without means of fup- 
porting his government, or of maintaining 
his family. 

When Lord Clive, by his treaty with 
Sujah Dowla, reftored that great country to 
its rightful owner, ftipulating only in be- 
half of the Company forty-fix lacks of 
rupees for its military defence *, he meant 
to proclaim aloud throughout Indoftan, the 


* To pay a brigade which the Company ftations in the 
province. 





juftice 
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jyuftice and moderation of Englifh policy, 
and to convince the country powers that 


the Company rather chofe to be friends and 





protectors, than tyrants and ufurpers over 
thofe they conquered. Little did that fupe- 
rior genius forefee, that by his boafted 
treaty the treafures of a powerful prince 
were indirectly to be transferred into a fink- 
ing-fund, and his whole dominions con- 
verted into an afylum for the fole ufe and 
benefit of prodigals and incorrigibles. 


It would be a trefpafs on your patience, 
my Lord, to expatiate farther on the impo- 
licy by which a country, fuperior in wealth 
and means tothe whole kingdom of Eng- 
land, has been fo f{peedily precipitated, with- 
out convulfion or internal war, into a {tate 
of actual infolvency : neither can I, with- 
out impertinence to your Lordthip’s ready 
apprehenfion, enlarge upon the ftrong fug- 
geftions which imprefs my mind with the 
impending cataftrophe, about to clofe this 
{cene of unexampled depravity. 

But 
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But the induftry of the Supreme Board 
is by no means confined to Bengal and its 
adjacent provinces; they have an extended 
latitude of power: every other board and 
prefidency is fubject to their fway, and 
their controlling influence pervades the 
whole politics of India. Without difcufl- 
ing the merits of this unbounded inter- 
ference, experience has evinced, that in 
its prefent modification, it has difconcert- 
ed every meafure of the other Govern- 
ments, and funk them in the eftimation 
of all neighbouring ftates; while the Su- 
preme Board ftationary in Calcutta has la- 
boured under fuch impediments of diftance, 
local ignorance, and endlefs avocation, that 
in every inftance where they have defcend- 
ed to fuch interference, they have expofed 
themfelves to public ridicule; and, after 
marring the bufinefs beyond all chance of 
remedy, have been forced at laft to throw it 
from themfelves upon the Prefidency, to 
which from habit, vicinity, and connection, 
it did of right belong. 





At 
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At one time, they propofe to furren- 
der the whole of the northern Circars to 
the Nizam for a trifle; at another, they 





difpatch a negociator, to offer the rich pro- 
vince of Tinnivelly to the Dutch for lefs 
than a trifle, for the ufe of one thoufand 
Dutch mercenaries!—Fortunately, notice 
of a Dutch war was received, before this 
extraordinary treaty could be executed, 
and the negociator, Mr. Dighton, got no 
farther than Madras.—But obferve, my 
Lord, fuppofing the province of Tinnivelly 





to yield an annual revenue of 250,0007 
at twenty years purchafe, the property of 
it is worth 5,000,c0c0o/ At this rate did 
the Supreme Board of India propofe to 
purchafe the ufe of one thoufand Dutch 
mercenaries!——You will hardly require any 
farther illuftration, that though this ftation- 
ary Board, circum{cribed in the means of in- 
tercourfe and information, and overwhelm- 
ed in the interior bufinefs of Bengal, cannot 
ealily accomplifh any public benefit, by the 

latitude 
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latitude of its control, yet affuredly it is 
enabled to defeat all ufeful views of every 
other Board, to thwart or over-rule all plans 
of public fervice, and, in a paroxyfm of 


political phrenfy, to make away with half 
the peninfula. 





If it be judged expedient to have a Su- 
preme Board of India, in whom all the 
controlling powers of Government fhall 
ultimately concentrate, in the name of com- 
mon fenfe let it be a Board of Circuit ;— 
let it be a Board of infpe€tion, as well as of 
control, compofed of members from each 
prefidency, detached from the embarra- 
ments and corruption of provincial regula- 
tion :—let it be a Board that can obferve with 
impartiality, judge with accuracy, and a& 


with vigour ;—that can move to any {pot in 








India, where public emergencies are moft 
urgent, and call more immediately for its 
prefence. ‘Thus, and thus only, can it be- 
come a Board of extended efficier cy either 


to 
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to enforce obedience, reftrain fubordinate 





mifcondud, or unite in one connected fyftem 
the vaft and complicated mafs of Indian 
affairs ™. 





Leaving this gloomy retrofpe@t, let us 
conflider how we are fituated with regard to 
other powers, and what we are likely to 








become oan the peninfula. ‘The territories 
of hither India, or what has inaccurately 
been called the empire of the Great Mogul, 





extends 1680 miles in length, 1440 in 





breadth, contains an area of 1,138,400 
{quare miles, and maintains 110,000,005 
of inhabitants. "Taking the area of Great 
Britain and Ireland at Major Rennell’s 





e{ftimate of 131,800 fquare miles, and 
10,000,000 of inhabitants, it is nearly nine 


* The preceding remarks on the condition of Bengal 
and its adjacent territories are not the refult of perfonal 
obfervation, and therefore may be confidered as lefs de- 
f{erving attention than thofe which I have ventured to ofter 
on the affairs of Coromandel. There is little doubt how- 
ever, confidering the natural fertility of thefe countries, 
that a mild and permanent adininiftration might foon re- 
fore them to profperity. 


Et 





times 
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times as extenfive, and contains eleven 
times as many people, as the three king- 
doms. 


I will not hazard any calculation of the 
gro{s produce and revenue of that empire, 
but they bear more than a due proportion to 
this fuperior population and extent. Its foil 
affords every article for the fubfiftence or 
conveniency of man that can be cultivated 
in the lower latitudes. It has for ages been 
the feat of manufacture, induftry, and com- 
merce. Its inhabitants are civilized, inge- 
nious, and refined, accuftomed to war, and 
proficients in the arts, fciences, and embel- 
fifhments of peace. With fuch fuperlative 
advantages, no ftate recorded in the annals 
of Europe could ftand in competition with 
the Mogul Empire, if fuch an empire did 
in fact include under one government the 
territories to which it gives a name; but the 
vaít tract comprehended under that vague 
def{cription is parcelled out among a multi- 
plicity of difcordant powers, and peopled 


by 
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by numberlefs tribes, diffimilar in manners, 


language, and religion. 


If we divide the whole region into 114 
geographical parts, we fhall find, that of 
thefe, fomething lefs than one part belongs 





to the Mogul and his immediate adherents; 
to the Affgans, Kafhmirians, Pitans, Can- 
dahars, Seets, Abdallahs, and various other 
northern Hordes, twenty-five parts; to the 
Maratta States, 1 forty 








to the Rajah of Travancore, one; to the 
Englifh, and their adherents, twenty-eight 
and an half: the remainder may be affigned 
to the petty Rajahs, Polygars, and other 
claffes of aboriginal Gentoos, who have 
hitherto defied the powers of the Crefcent 


and the Crofs, and, under cover of woods, 
mountains, and inacceflible retreats, have 





afferted independence. 


EK 2 OF 
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Of thefe, the Travancore Rajah, the 
Malabar Rajahs, and fuch of the interior 
Chiefs as never had the misfortune of our 


intercourfe, have, I believe, no reafon to 


complain of us; but every other individual 
ftate has been fo deeply injured and infulted 


by the Englifh, that if their refentments be 
proportioned to their wrongs, they can 
{carcely ever be effaced. 


When the Bengal Government withdrew 
their covenanted ftipend from the Mogul, 
and forced him, by their ill ufage, to fly 
from his refidence at Ilhabad, and to throw 


himfelf upon the mercy of the contending 
Chiefs and Hordes who infeft the environs 


of Delhi, they fhould have recollected thats 
fallen as he is, and diminifhed in his fplen- 





dour, he is ftill of material confequence in 
the affairs of India, being the acknowledged 
paramount of all the Mahometan powers in 
thofe countries *. 


* His late minifter Nidziff Cawn had 60,000 horfe under 
his command, 
"The 
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The Affgans, Pitans, Doranies, Abdal- 
lahs, Candahars, Kafhmirians, and other 
hordes of Mufiulmen who people the nor- 
thern territories of Indoftan, are brave and 
warlike, impatient of peace, and eager for 
adventure. So unfettled is the prefent ftate 
of all thofe northern countries adjoining to 


Bengal, that any refolute leader, black or 








white, of military reputation, might, on the 
fherteft notice, raife an army of 100,000 
men, ready to follow him as long as he 
could feed and pay them. Even in Oude, 
near 150 lacks of the revenue cannot be 
collected, but by the aid of a leader, who 
conftantly maintains I0,000 troops and fifty 


pieces of cannon ready for emergencies. 


The Duab * has been twice farmed out 
to Englifh gentlemen, on condition that 
they fhould raife or employ a force fufficient 
to collect the revenues of it, with permiti- 
fion, after paying the ftipulated fum into 





* A province near Oude. 


gr. 4 the 
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the Nabob of Qude’s treafury, to plunder 
and ranfack the diftri€ts for their own ad- 
vantage: but of late it has became the re- 
ceptacle of the rich and difaffected leaders 


throughout the country, who fortify them- 





{elves there, maintain confiderable force, and 





affert a ftate of open independence. The 
followers of Nidziff Cawn, and of other 


great Chiefs, have hitherto been maintained 
by quartering different bodies of them on 
particular diftricts, with orders to the Com- 
mander of each body to colle& the revenues 


of the country, and to fubfift his troops by 
force of arms. 








But by this outrageous 
{yftem, thofe countries are already exhaufted, 
and thefe deitroyers, like the Huns and the 


Vifigoths, muft feek for fubfiftence and 
plunder in new acquifitions. 








If they aii their progrefs towards Ben- 








* Bengal is, however, naturally a krong country. 


firft 
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firft took poffeffion of it:—not a fort, not a 
barrier, not a poft to refift their progrefs, to 


the very fuburbs of Calcutta. 


It would ill become me to offer any fug- 
geftions unfavourable to the military upon 
that eftablifhment. Brave and zealous they 
undoubtedly are, and would probably de- 
feat their enemies as often as they hazarded 
a clofe engagement; but allowing, which 
is not the fact, that they were neither de- 
ficient in Europeans nor in cavalry,—that 
their Sepoys were in the higheft ftate of 
difcipline, and that the vigour and difpatch 
of Government, contradi€ting all former 
inftances, fhould enable the army to quit 
their cantonments in the beft order on the 
firt notice of invafion; ftill we are taught, 
by recent and fevere example, that a force 
conftituted on the principle of our Indian 
armies, without previous well-concerted 
meafures of defence, cannot pofflibly protect 


an extended country from the rapid devaf- 
Ea tations 
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tations of hoftile cavalry. If they fhould 
fail in driving us from the provinces, they 
are at leaft fure to enrich themfelves with 
fpoil, and to render them, like the Carna- 
tic, a poffeffion fcarcely worth contending 


for. 


The fame obfervations apply with equa] 
truth to the Maratta ftates. ‘Their fenti- 
ments towards us are not lefs juftly marked 
with impreflions of refentment. They 
have repeatedly afferted the claim of Chout 
or tribute from Bengal, which, in their 


idiom, is nearly fynonymous with impend- 





ing invafion. Their numbers and co-ope- 
ration, in contraft with our difcordant 
weaknefs, enfure them an ample crop of 
laurels, as foon as they fhall refolve to país 
the Jumna. With regard to the Nizam, 
our momentary fecurity is founded on his 
pacific character. Pofleffled as he is of a 
great and fertile fovereignty, ample reve- 
nues, and an army of 60,000 troops, which 


he 
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he could double with facility on a few 


months notice, nothing was wanting but 
determination to have gratified to the full 


his enmity againft the Englifhek When 





Hyder invaded the Carnatic, the Nizam 
had only to march a force into the Northern 


Circars, and thofe enviable territories muft 


infallibly have reverted to their rtghtful 


owner, 





condition of Myfore. The recent growth and 


warlike advancement of that ftate exhibit a 
phenomenon unparalleled in hiftory. In the 
earlier part of this century, when the Dela- 





way or Regent of Myfore marched againft 
Tritchinopoly with a great body of horfe, 





their troops were in the loweft ftage of 
military ignorance; and their unfkilfulnefs 








was only equalled by their pufillanimity. 
The country was then governed by a native 
Rajah, the lineal heir of the Mufnud. He 


was 
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was of the Canara caft, and the great body 
of his people were likewife of Canara or 
Gentoo defcent. They were happy under 
his government; but they were neither rich 





nor re{pectable. 


By the ghauts or mountains, on which 
the table land of Myfore 1s elevated, it is 
feparated from the Carnatic on the eaft, 
from the great plains of Coimbatore on the 
fouth, from the Malabar territories on 
the weft, and from the countries of Bed- 
danore and Ghutty on the north.—Thefe 
ghauts are only acceffible at particular 
places, and oppofe no inconfiderable ob- 
fiacles to the progrefs of invaders. ‘The 
fituation of Myfore is remote from habi- 
tual interference with adjacent powers; 
its foil is lefs fertile than the lower coun- 
tries that furround it, and its inhabitants 
were not enriched by commerce and manu- 
facture, nor by thefe means expofed to their 
more powerful and induftrious neighbours. 


Under 
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Under fuch circumftances, it might have 
enjoyed its primeval tranquillity, had not a 


fuperior genius effected a fignal revolution 
in the affairs of that country. 


Hyder Naick, or Hyder Ally, the fon 


of a Kiullidar who commanded a fort of 


fome ftrength on the confines of Myfore, 





foon rendered himfelf fuperior to all the 





other commanders in the Myfore fervice. 
At the attack of the bloody Choultry on Se- 
ringham ifland, mentioned in Mr. Orme’s 


invaluable hiftory, he particularly diftin- 
guiíhed himfelf, as well as on every other 
occafion in which he either aéted or advifed. 





Without dwelling on the gradations of 





his conduct, in attaining confidence and 
elevation, it is enough to fay that he rofe 
to be the prime general and chief minif-— 
ter of his mafter. Clothed with the au- 


and fup- 





thority of thefe employments, 





ported by his afpiring talents, he {oon 


left his fovereign nothing but the name, 





and 
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and at laft doomed him and his whole family 


to confinement, exhibiting them from time 
to time in great ftate, to foothe and pleafe 


the people, while he in fat transferred the 
fceptre to his own hands.—He trained his 





viting all ranks of Moormen, Rajapoots, 
and other warlike cafts, to join his ftand- 





ard; by encouraging or rather alluring 
French and other Europeans to enter into 
his fervice; and above all, by a courfe of 
fevere and unremitting duty in the field. 
Fle attacked, and fucceffively fubdued, the 
numerous Polygars, Chiefs, and petty Ra- 


jahs, whofe poffeffions lay within his reach. 
Fie extended his views againft the coun- 
tries fouth of the ghauts, as far as the 


confines of Tritchinopoly and Madura. 
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tary to his Circar. He conquered Bedda- 





nore, Goutty, and Chitelldroog; the 
countries of Cudapah, Kanoul, and Sava- 
nore; thus extending his dominions as 
far north as Goa on the Malabar fea, 
and acrofs the peninfula to the country of 





Palnaud and Ganjam, on the coaft of Co- 


romandel. 


With thefe, and other interior acquifi- 
tions, the Rajahfhip of Myfore grew into 





a powerful ftate, 400 miles in length from 
north to fouth, and near 300 miles in 
breadth from eaft to weft, with a popu- 
lation of many millions; an army of 
300,000 men, and 5,000,000 Å. of annual 
revenue. ‘Thefe atchievements were the 
refult of intrepid perfeverance. He next 
ventured to try his ftrength with the Ma- 
rattas and with the Englifh,—though he 
could not vanquifh them, yet he increafed 
in felf-confidence and public eftimation. 
His very failures he turned to account, 

and, 
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and, like Czar Peter, fubmitted to be worft- 
ed, that he might learn to be fuperior. 


During the long interval of peace with 
the Englifh, from 1769 to 1780, the im- 
provement of his country, and the ftrict- 
eft executive adminiftration, formed the 
conftant objects of his care. Under his 
mafterly control, they attained a perfec- 
tion never heard of under any other In- 
dian fovereign ; the hufbandman, the ma- 
nufa€turer, and the merchant, profpered 
in every part of his dominions; culti- 











vation increafed, new manufactures were 
eftablifhed, ard wealth flowed into the 
kingdom. But againft negligence or mal- 








verfation he was inexorable. ‘The renters, 





the tax-gatherers, and other officers of 
revenue, fulfilled their duty with fear and 
trembling; for the flighteft defalcation 
was punifhed with the chaubuck *, or with 


* The chaubuck is an inftrument for fcourging crimi- 
nals. 


death. 
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death. He employed fpies and intelli- 
gencers in every corner of his own domi- 





nions, and in every court of India; and 





he had other perfons in pay, who ferved as 
checks upon them, and watched all their 
operations. 





The muinuteft circumftance of detail, 
the produce of a crop, the cultivation of 
a diftrict, the portion paid to the Circar, 
and that referved to the inhabitants, were 
accurately known to him :-——Not a move- 
ment in the remoteit corner could efcape 
him,—not a murmur or intention of his 
neighbours but few to him. —It will hard- 





ly appear exaggeration to fay, that he was 
acquainted with every fpot, and almoft with 
every perfon in his empire, when we confi- 
der that he was ina continued round ofin- 
{pection.—In his Durbar, during the hours 
of bufinefs, reports from all corners were re- 














ceived :—his fecretaries fucceflively read to 
him the whole correfpondence of the day :— 
14 to 
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C4 
to each he dictated in few words the fub-—- 
ftance of the anfwer to be given; which 





was immediately written, read to him, and 
difpatched. 





On his right and left hand, during 
thefe hours, were placed bags of gold and 





filver ; out of which, thofe who brought 


him intelligence were rewarded by one 
or more handfuls of coin, proportioned 


to their deferts ; he was acceflible to all: 
every horfeman or fepoy, that wanted to 


enter his fervice, was infpected by him- 


felf; every Jemidar, or officer of any note, 


was intimately known to him. His troops 





were amply paid, but not a fraction was 





iloft. ‘Thofe who fupplied his camps, garri- 


fons, and cantonments, were all under fuch 
contribution, that almoft the whole military 





difburfements reverted to his treafury. 





There was no contractor bold enough to 


hazard a public impofition. There was no 
commander ingenious enough to fcreen 


inability 








own ability, and of the weaknefs and dif- 
traction of the Englifh, he planned their 


extirpation from India. He fummoned all 





and conquered the Carnatic. 





His death, in December 1782, left the 


accomplifhment of his farther defigns to 
his fon and fucceffor, Tippoo Sultaun, to 


whom he bequeathed an overflowing trea- 








F fury, 
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fury, which he had filled,—a powerful em- 
pire, which he had created,—and an army 


of 


difciplined, and enured to conqueft 





300,000 men, whom he had formed 








In my annexed letter to the Board of 


Madras, the perfpective of events in the 
concluding period of the war, as well as 
the circumftances under which the peace 





with ‘Pippoo Sultaun was concluded, are 
faithfully pourtrayed. ‘The fubfequent pro- 


ceedings of our adverfary have confirmed 


the prevalent belief, that the prefent cefa- 


tion is only a fhort refpite with a view of 





afterwards renewing the conteft, when, 
through our negligence and his exer- 
tion, he may be enabled to attack us 
with fuperior advantage. His conduét has 
not been equivocal :—his contempt of the 





Englifh incites him to difdain evafion, and 


his enmity is aconftant ftimulus to his hof- 





tile preparations. In order more effectu- 


ally 
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ally to complete his arrangements for driv- 
ing the Chriftians out of India, he had 


hardly figned the treaty with our Commif— 





fioners, when he folicited all the great Ma- 





ance in ftores, arms, and artificers. He 
eftablifhed forges, founderies, and armories 
throughout his dominions,—replenifhed his 
magazines, which had been exhaufted dur- 





While thefe arrangements are fo formi- 
dable as to excite well-grounded apprehen- 


fions, his public acts and declarations already 
afcertain their obje&t and dire€tion. He 
has claimed and menaced the Guntour Cir- 
car, adjoining to the country of Cudapah. 
If he fhould be fuffered to take poffeffion 


wil that diftridt, the whole northern Circars 
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all thofe valuable provinces. On the other 
hand, if we refift his aflumptions, he hoifts 
And, 
under fome pretence or other, a renewal of 
the war is unavoidable :—-he has fworn to 
it— While we, on our part, muft wifh for 





his junda *, and renews the war. 








that event, if we mean to regain our cha- 
racter, or ever to be numbered among the 
powers of India. 


There was a period when peace and for- 
bearance formed the principle, though they 
never were the practice, of our Indian po- 
licy. In thofe days, mnveftment only was 





our object, and the increafe of territorial 
acquifition was reprobated by every faithful 
and enlightened ferwant of the public. 






Prove yourfelves juft,—prove yourfelves 
moderate,—evince to all India that you are 
determined to refrain from conqueft,—was 
the found and earneft do€trine of Lord 
Clive to the Directors. Had thefe tenets 








* ‘Fhe banners under which Indian armies fight. 


been 
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been adhered to from the firft, our efta- 
blifhments in India would have continued 
peaceful factories;—-we fhould have re- 
mained expert, fuccefsful traders, and never 
have expolfed ourfelves as unprincipled 
ufurpers. But, before Lord Clive urged 
thofe reftrictive fentiments, they were no 
longer appofite: the pacific mafk was 
thrown afide, and we ftood confeffed an 
infidious, warlike, and ambitious race. 
From that moment the name of Englifh- 
man imprefled the mind of every Indian 
power with jealoufy and apprehenfion. 
Our fubfequent mifconduct and difafters 
would already have difarmed their refent-— 
ments, if they could be pacified with lefs 
than our deftruction. Till of late they 
hated, but they dreaded and refpected us. 
To judge by our condu@, the oderint dum 
metuant was our favourite motto; but 





now they have mingled hatred with con- 
tempt. We gained an empire by violence 





and injuftice, it is true; but we main- 
F 32 tained 
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tained it by courage and exploit. We 
eftablifhed over the Afiatics an afcen- 


dency founded on fuperior energy and 








fkill in every mental and bodily exer- 


tion. 


Whether it be for the intereft of England, 
every circumftance confidered, to retain 
her Indian poffeffions, is a queftion too 
intricate and important for me to deter- 
mine ; but it appears an irrefragable truth, 
that if we are to exift at all in India, 


it muft be in the character of a great, 





warlike, and territorial power 





a power 


at all times able to exalt our allies, and to 





deprefs our enemies, We may farther ven- 
ture to affert, that if any other fyftem be 
adopted, it will in faét prove an abfolute 
furrender of that country. 





The means by which it is conceived yet 
practicable to reform our civil and military 
eftablifhments having been exprefled at large 


in my annexed correfpondence with the 
Board, 
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Board, it is unneceflary to enumerate them 
at prefent: one thing however is indifputa- 
ble, that if Government hope to preferve a 
fhred of their Indian empire, not a moment 
muft be loft in correcting the alarming out- 
rages under which it labours ;—in removing 
thofe caufes of diffenfion that threaten its 
exiftence ;—in reforming thofe abufes, civil 
and military, by which its {ftrength has been 
wafted, and its power decayed; and in bring- 
ing every man, meafure, and refource, of 
thofe diftracted fettlements, into one decided 
point of obedience, co-operation, and effect. 


Could we flatter ourfelves, that there is 
yet vigour, union, and integrity enough 
in the nation, to atchieve fuch a re-efta- 
blifhment, it would not be chimerical to 
indulge the moft exalted expectations.— 
The intrinfic value of thofe pofleffions 
would then be fully known to us. We 
fhould then recognife the ineftimable be- 
nefits, of which an equitable and united 
Government could render them produc- 

F4 tive 
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tive beyond all aggregate refources in the 
Britifh empire. The countries fubje& to our 
influence under any adminiftration that did 
not openly cherifh difcord, and exult in mal- 
verfation, would yield an annual revenue of 
10,000,0004 fterling, and would increafe 
in value with every fubfequent improve- 
ment. The manufaCures of thofe countries, 
if at all encouraged, would afford employ- 
ment for the whole commercial ftock of 
England. The fhipping * engaged in that 
trade would {well into a formidable arma- 











* At prefent the India fhips are mere trading veffels, 
without force, difcipline, or defence; andin time of war 
are in danger of falling a prey to every well-armed privateer. 
But the flighteft obfervation muft fuggeft, that they ought 
to be all conftructed on the principle of two-deckers, as the 
Dutch India fhips are; and, improving on that model, that 
they fhould be well armed, completely manned, and fub- 
jeét to naval officers under the articles of war. In that 
event, whenever they had their war complements and in- 
ftructions on board, they would form a fleet fuperior to 
any probable attack. If it fhould ever be judged expe- 
dient to build fhips of force in India, a whole navy might 
be conftructed at Bombay, and at other places on the Ma- 
Jabar coaft, where Teek timber abounds, 

















ment 
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ment for the national defence. he re- 
fources or finance of thofe eftablifiments, 
where 1000/f. can hardly be raifed at this 
moment, might be fixed on fo fecure a 
balis as to fupport a pile of public credit, 
more wonderful than that of London or of 
Amfterdam, and enriched by a circulation 


more extenfive than the whole exchange of 
Europe. 








To crown the feries; were it pcffible 
for us ever to be confiftent, ever to be 
upright, ever to be trufted, or ever to be 
truft-worthy in the Eaft; I may venture 
to allert, that the idea fuggefted in my 
annexed letter to the Board, of granting 
permanent fupport to the Gentoo intereft 
throughout the Peninfula, in oppofition to 
their invaders and oppreffors, would unal- 
terably attach the great mafs of the inha- 
bitants to our caufe, and, leaving their 
native Rajahs in the full interior dire&ion 
of their diftriéts, would afford us a volun- 


tary 
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tary contribution more than fufficient to 
defray the whole ordinary and contingent 
charges of our Indian eftablifhments. An 
efficient re-efpoufal of the caufe and interef{ts 
of the great Mogul, and of the Muffulmen 
who predominate north of the Peninfula, is 


by no means incompatible with that fyftem, 


and, in the prefent ftate of the northern 
countries, would render us the immediate 
Paramounts of Indoftan. 








Thus, my Lord, I have prefumed to lay 
before you a fort of Mofaic tablet of our 


paft proceedings and prefent ftate in India. 








The component parts are not fitted and 
difpofed with the {kill and ingenuity of 


a profeffed artift; they are only pafling 
{ketches, whofe utmoft effect will be pro- 
duced, if they exhibit to your nice difcern- 


ment, any juftnefs of perfpective or accu- 


racy of delineation. In the whole courfe 





portions, 
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portions, and to place them in their relative 
pofitions. Having freely exprefled my fen- 





timents on points of fuch importance to 
the Britifh Empire, I fhould not take the li- 
berty of fubmitting them to your Lordthip’s 


infpection, were I not perfuaded that they 


convey a faithful portraiture of the fubje& 
in its real afpect; and that they tend to con- 
fute the fallacies of fome former produc- 
tions, which feem pencilled by a biaffed 
hand, to miflead the national judgment, and 








deceive the public eye. 


With every fentiment of attachment and 
re{pect, I have the honour to be, Efc. 











LETTER IL* 


To Lord MACARTNEY and the SELECT 
COMMITTEE of Fort St. GEORGE. 





MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN, 


E FORE I embark for Europe, allow 
me to exprefs my beft acknowledg- 








ments for the approbation with which you 
have diftinguifhed me, fince I have had 
the 





* This Letter was begun in India, and it was my wifh 
to have delivered it as a fort of compte rendu to the Board of 
Madras, before my departure from that country. Having 
been prevented however, by unavoidable bufinefs of the fer- 
vice and fevere illnefs, from fulfilling my intention, I left a 
copy of it at the Cape of Good Hope, to be forwarded from 
thence to Fort St. George; but that copy had not reached 

Madras 
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the honour to command the troops and 
garrifons fouth of the Coleroon.—Permit 
me farther to obtrude on your Lordfhip 
and the Board, a brief relation of my pro- 
ceedings in the command of the fouthern 


forces, and of other incidents material to 





the welfare of your fouthern territories. 








Independently of an impulfe to ftate the 
particulars of my conduét while entrufted 
with a public charge, I cannot think of 
leaving India, without prefenting to you in 
one view the merits of the fouthern army, 
the difficulties under which it laboured, 
and the fervices it has performed.——I flat- 














Madras when Lord Macartney failed from thence. Sinée 
that time I have made many alterations and additions, ftill 
preferving the form of addrefs in which the Letter was ori- 
ginally written. ‘This circumitance has betrayed me into 
feveral violations of official propriety, in explaining to the 
Board various incidents and local particulars, with which 
they were previoufly acquainted ; but without a detail of 
this natare, the work could hardly have been rendered in- 
telligible to the generality of European readers. [En its 
prefent form, a copy has been fent to the Court of Direc- 
tors, that it may be forwarded to Fort St. George, in order 
to be entered on the records of that Prefidency. 











ter 
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ter myfelf alfo, that the circumftances in 
which I acted, enable me to form an unbi- 





affed ftatement of refources as they exift in 
thofe fouthern countries, of embarraf{ments 
as they have been felt, and of tranfactions 
as they have been conducted ; affording at 
the fame time well-grounded hopes, that, 





by {peedy meafures of reform, what is be- 
neficial may be improved, and what is amifs 


may be corrected *. 


To introduce more diftinétly the narrative 
of military proceedings that occurred during 
my command f, it may be neceflary to foli- 
cit your attention to a detail of the misfor- 


* ‘The efforts mace by Lord Macartney’s government to 
reftore the fafety of the Southern Countries, were exem- 
plary and fuccefsful; but the confufion in which the war 
and other circumftances had involved thofe territories ren- 
dered it impracticable to carry into immediate execution a 
complete and general fyftem of reform. 

+ I proceeded to the Southward in October 1782, in the 
command of the King’s troops on that ftation; and in May 
1783 was appointed to fucceed Colonel Lang, in the 
general command of the forces fouth of the river Cole- 
roon. 








tunes 








30 A VIEW OF THE 


tunes which previoufly to your Prefident’s 





arrival in India had almoft entirely exhaufted 





the refources and ruined the inhabitants of 
every diitrict fouth of the Coleroon.—Your 
pofieffions in that quarter are of fufficient 
magnitude and value to call forth the moft 
vigorous endeavours for their proteétion: 
but fuch was their condition when you aí- 
fumed the government, that, without your 
opportune attentions, they muft inevitably 
have been fevered from the Englith domi- 
nions. 


‘Thofe territories, in my opinion, had not 
obtained their due fhare of eftimation 
under any former Government: divided 
into various diftricts, held by different 
tenures, and occupied by tribes at variance 
of them 
remained uncultivated, and almoft unex- 


with each other, many parts 





plored. Nor was it practicable for the 





moft enlightentd of your fervants, to form 





a juft appretiation of the benefits they 
2 afford, 
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afford, until, by the afignment of the Nabob 
of Arcot’s revenues to the Con:pany, you 





were invefted with the internal manage- 


inent of thofe countries ™. 








From the river Coleroon, their northern 
boundary, which divides them from the 
Nabobfhip of Arcot, to Cape Cormorin, 
the fouthern extremity of the Peninfula, 
is not lefs than 300 miles; and from the 
fea, which forms their limits on the eaft, 
to the countries of Caroor and Dindigul, 
belonging to Tippoo Sultaun, and the Ra- 
jahfhip of Travancore, upon the weft, is 








on an average at leaft 150 miles. Imme- 
and late difafter, 
have hitherto rendered thofe countries un- 
produ€tive; but under a fyftem in any 





morial mifmanagement, 








* The afignment was concluded in the end of the year 
1781, between Mahomed Ally and Lord Macartney’s 
government. Previoufly to that arrangement, the Com- 
pany’s fervants were not allowed to interfere in the terri- 
torial affairs of the Nabob. 





G degree 
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degree permanent, and founded on the 
equitable prihciples that have hitherto di- 
rected the conduct of your Lordfhip and 
the Board, they would undoubtedly yield 


an annual revenue of 1,000,000 l. fterling. 


Of thofe territories, the Rajahfhip of 
‘Tanjore is the moft fertile * ;—it is watered 
by a multiplicity of ftreams, which, by means 
of embankments and refervoirs, are diverted 
into every field ;—it annually affords two 
or three luxuriant crops of rice ;—the forefts 
abound with valuable trees ;—the country 
is over{tocked with fheep and cattle ;—and 





formerly teemed with an induftrious race, 
who were expert in agriculture, and habi- 








tuated to manufacture :—while fuch are 
the natural benefits it enjoys, that no fpot 
upon the globe is {fuperior in produétions 
for the ufe of man. 

* ‘The following geographical remarks, which have been 


inferted fince the Letter was originally written, would 
have been fuperfluous, if meant only for the Board. 


You 
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You are well apprized, however, that 
from the eftablifhment of the 





reigning: 
family of the Maratta race in 1675 * to 
the prefent period, there has been fuch a 
progreflive diminution of cultivation, that 
the annual produce of late years is lefs by 
fifty per cent. than it was a century ago.— 
As Europeans never interfered in the ma- 
nagement of that country, and as it has 
been feldom ravaged or invaded, its decline 
muft be attributed to the malverfation 
of its Maratta or Gentoo admiuniftration : 
but even in its impoverifhed ftateT, it 





ufed to produce, before the late war, about 
feventy-five lacks of cullums of rice, worth 
about eleven lacks of pagodas, or 440,000/. 
fterling :—of this, 160,000/. was paid as 
tribute for your protection, agreeably to 
the ftipulation of 1776, after the laft fiege 


* The country of Tanjore contained 5753 towns and 
villages at the time when the Maratta government was 
eftablifhed. 

+ See the annual ftatement of Tanjore produce, in the 
Appendix. 

(> 2 of 
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of Tanjore, when the Rajah became a tri- 
butary of the Company.—The difficulties 
that occurred in reducing that capital, the 
itrength of the works, and obftinacy of 
the defenders, evince its importance in a 
military view * :—neither do the inferior 
forts, and the rivers, rice fields, and embank- 
ments that interfect the country, afford lefs 


eminent advantages in the moment of 





invafion. 


The ftate of Tritchinopoly, extending 
from the weftern limits of ‘Tanjore along 
the Coleroon, which divides it from the 
Carnatic on the north, till it reaches Tip- 
poo’s dominions on the weft, near Caroor 
and Dindigul, including a range of fifty 
miles by forty, is circumícribed on the 
fouth by the country of Tondiman, and 
by the woods of Nattam inhabited by Col- 





* ‘Tanjore was fuppofed to contain 100,000 inhabitants 
previoufly to the deftruction that followed Hyder’s ir- 


ruption. 





leries. 
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leries.— Though lefs valuable than the 
country of Tanjore, the vicinity of the Co- 





leroon ftill renders it extremely produćtive 
of rice. Under the Nabob Mahomed Ally’s 


management, the expences of colle&tion 








abíorbed the greater part of the revenue 
arifing from this territory, which is at pre- 
{ent let to a renter under the aílignment of 
the Nabob’s revenues to the Company for 
about ten lacks of rupees, or 1oo,c0o0ld 
In profperous times, however, it pofiefies 


the means of extended cultivation, and con- 
The faze and 


fituation of the city, the abundance of fub- 





fequent increafe of revenue. 


fiftence in the diftridl, and the long refidence 
of the Nabob Mahomed Ally’s fecond fon 
the Ameer Ul Omrah at that place, have 
rendered it the favourite eftablifhment of 


the Muffulmen to the fouthward of the 
Coleroon. The two great Pagodas of Jum- 


bakiftna and Seringham, on the adjacent 














ifland of Seringham, command the venera- 
tion of Gentoos; while every fpot on that 


G 3 ifland 
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ifland on the oppofite or northern fide of the 
Coleroon, about Semiaveram and Volkon- 





dah, as well as on the plains of Tritchino- 
poly, are recorded for the bloody contefts of 
Chunda Saheb, Aftruc, Clive, and Lawrence, 
and mark with claffical reverence the fcene 
of thofe atchievements. But above all, it 
becomes important in a political and mili- 
tary view, as the ftrongeft and moft advan- 


ced garrifon upon your frontiers towards 
the territories of Myfore, and the beft po- 
fition for cantoning your army, in order to 





menace that power * 


The country of the Colleries, including 
the territories of Tondiman, Mellore, and 
Nattam, extends from the fea-coaft to the 
confines of Madura in a range of fixty 
miles by fixty-five [. With the exception 

of 


* See my Letter to the Board, dated the 26th of April 

1784. 
+ ‘Tondiman is lefs uncultivated than his neighbours, 
and has at all times proved himfelf the moft faithful ad- 
herent 
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of fome fpots which have accidentally been 
cultivated, it is Overgrown with thickets» 
and inhabited by favage tribes. Before that 
caquntry can be rendered valuable, the woods 
muit be cleared, the {trong holds occupied, 
and the Colleries compelled to relinquifh 





their predatory habits: for, in its prefent 
condition, fertile tracts are loft to cultiva- 
tion, and the wild inhabitants, amounting 
to 30 or 40,000 men in arms under dif- 
ferent Chiefs, are ever ready to increafe 
the public danger in the moments of hofti- 
lity. 

The territory of Shevigunga, or the Lit- 
tle Marawa, ftretches from the fea-coaft 
on the eaft, to the diftriéts of Mellore and 
Madura on the weft, and from the country 








of ‘Tondiman and the Nattam Colleries 





herent of the Nabob and of the Company. The father of 
the prefent Chief, by his firmnefs and attachment, in the 
days of General Lawrence, fupplied the force at Tritchi- 
nopoly with provifions, at atime when their caufe feemed 
defperate. And the Nabob, fenfible of the abligation, 
ever afterwards exempted him from tribute. 


G 4 upon 
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upon the north, to the territories of the 


Great Marawa on the fouth; containing 
in length and forty 





about fifty miles 
in breadth. The foil in general is un- 
friendly to the growth of corn, though not 
quite deftitute of running ftreams or arti- 
ficial refervoirs; but the country is over- 
grown with thorns and bufhes. The 
extend nearly forty 
They are fecured 





woods of Calicoil 
miles in circumference. 
with barriers, and other defences around 
the fort of Calicoil, which is fituated in 
the centre of the thickets, and confidered 
as a refuge from exaétion or invafion. 
Thefe woods, and the furrounding country, 
abound with fheep and cattle:—the inha- 
bitants are mumerous, and can bring: 








12,000 fighting men into the field, armed 
with fwords, pikes, fpears, and firelocks. 
Though lefs barbarous than the Colleries 
their neighbours, yet arts and induftry have 
made little progrefs among them. The 

country 
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country is capable of great improvement, 
but at prefent hardly yields more than five 
lacks of rupees to the Rajah, who pays 
one lack and 75,000 rupees to the Nabob 


of Arcot *. The Rajah is of the Taver 


family, and a defcendant of the fovereipns 
of the Great Marawa, from which Shevigun- 
ga was feparated at no very diftant period. 


At the reduCtion of this territory in 1773 by 
General Jofeph Smith, the Rajah having 
been killed, his widow, then with child, 
and fome of the leading people of the 








country, efcaped into the Myfore domi- 


nions, and there lived under the protection 
of Hyder Ally, until the commencement 





of the late war. During that period, the 
country was managed by a renter; and, in 
quiet times, the people acknowledged them- 
{elves to be tributaries of the Nabob Ma- 
homed Ally. But while their woods and 
barriers are fuffered to remain, their difaf- 





æ Mahomed Ally. 


fection 
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fection may be dreaded on the firft profpect 
of their profiting by difturbance. 


The Great Marawa, or Rajah of Ram- 


nad, occupies a country fifty miles in 
length and thirty in breadth, 
from the boundaries of Shevigunga and 


extending 








Mellore upon the north, to the fea upon 
the eaft and fouth, and to the confines of 
Tinivelly on the weft.—Nature has been 
little more propitious to this principality, 
than to that of Shevigunga; yet arts and 
induftry have made fuperior progre{fs.— 
The country is well peopled, the inha- 
bitants are civilized, and the villages full of 
weavers, who manufacture the cottons pro- 
duced by the adjacent lands. The city of 
Ramnad, where the Rajah ufually refides, 


and refpectably fortified. The 
fea-coaft is fkirted with a track of open 


is large, 





woodland, that fhelters innumerable herds 





of cattle. “Che revenues are equal to five 


lacks of rupees a year, and the tribute to 


the 
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the Nabob is one lack and 75,000 rupees. 
The reduction of the country in the year 
1773 by General Jofeph Smith, and a gar- 
rifon of the Nabob’s troops conftantly fta- 
tioned in the capital, have deprived the 
native prince even of perfonal freedom. 
Still however he is venerated by Gentoos, 


on account of his high defcent, and as the 





guardian of the facred waters and Pagoda of 
Ramuferum. 


I come now to the ftate of Madura, 
bounded by Mellore on the eait, by the 
Nattam Colleries on the north, by the 
country of Dindigul, belonging to Hyder, 
on the weft, and by Tinivelly on the fouth. 
Its territory is not more than forty-five miles 
in length and thirty-five in breadth, and its 
annual revenue is diminifhed to 34,000 Z. 
When the Gentoo Rajah Trimalnaigue 
reigned there in the laft century, his terri- 





tories extended over many parts of the 
fouthern countries. Hiis treafures were 


great, 
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great, and the monuments of magnificence 
left by him, which are hardly furpatfled in 
any age or country, ftill remain a melan- 
choly contraft with prefent poverty and de- 
population. The gallant refiftance made by 
Mahomed Iffoof, when he difclaimed alle- 


giance to the Nabob Mahomed Ally, is a 
fuficient proof that whcn the works are in 





repair, this place may be defended againft 
the moft powerful Indian enemy; while its 


vicinity to the country of Dindigul, belong- 
ing to Tippoo Sultaun, renders it a pofition 


of capital importance in the event of any 





future operations againft that power. 


"The laft but not the leaft confiderable 


of your fouthern territories is Tinivelly, 
which is divided by a ridge of inacceflible 
mountains on the north from the wild val- 


leys of Watrap and Outumpollam belonging 
to Tippoo Sultaun. It ftretches to the con- 
fines of Madura and Ramnad on the north- 


eaft and eaft, reaches to the fea upon the 
fouth, 
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fouth, and borders on the weft with the 
Rajahfhip of ‘Travancore, both terminating 
near Cape Comorin. Its furface is generally 
flat from the fea-coaft, till it approaches 





the mountains on its northern boundary. 
Nature has been peculiarly bountiful to 





this province :—The rivers by which it is 
interfected, enfure luxuriant crops of rice, 
and the drieft parts yield cotton in abun- 
dance. The productions that enrich the 
neighbouring ifland of Ceylon would flou- 
rifh here, and might render us the rivals of 





the Dutch in the cinnamon trade: but the 
particular tenure under which ‘Tinivelly 
has been held, the convulfions it has 
endured from the frit intrufions of the 
Muffulmen in the courfe of this century, 
and the depravity of its rulers, have coun- 
teracted the benefits of nature. Even. 





when a native Rajah governed this pro- 
vince, 





the flat and open country only 
was reduced, and was let for {fpecific 
fums to great renters, who were invefted 
with 
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with defpotic powers, and haraffed the 
peaceful fubject ; while various leaders, 
poflefiing confiderable territory, maintained 
armed force, and withheld their ftipulated 
tribute on the firft appearance of difturb- 


AaAnicec. 





Thefe chiefs, who at prefent amount 
in number to thirty-two, are capable of 





bringing 30,000 brave though undifciplined 


troops into the field; they have alfo forti- 
fied towns and {ftrong-holds in the moun- 


tains, whither they retire in cafes of emer- 


gency. 





Befide the territory that thefe chiefs, who, 
as well as their fubjects, are called Polygars, 





poffefs under the range of hills that forms 





the northern boundary of Tinivelly, many 
of them hold ample tracks in the flat and 
cultivated country. Adverfe to induftry, 





they fuffer their own pofieflions to remain 


walte, while they invade each other, and 


Such 
is the dread of thofe ravagers, that every 
diftrict 





plunder their induftrious neighbours. 
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diftrict in the province has been forced 
to purchafe their forbearance by enormous 
contributions. In this fituation, you have 
rather caufe to wonder that your fuperin- 
tendant, Mr. Irwin, fhould have been 
enabled to procure fo large an increafe of 
revenue, than that the produce of this 
country fhould in no recorded period have 
borne any proportion to its natural advan- 
tages. 


The preceding obfervations can only be 
confidered as a hafty outline of the Com- 
pany's pofieffions fouth of the Coleroon ; 





which, in extent, are nearly equal to the 
Carnatic; but in point of foil, water, fitua- 
tion, and capability of improvement, furpafs 
any diftrict under your controul. 


The calamities with which the invafion 
of Hyder Ally in 1781 overwhelmed the 
Carnatic, fell heavily upon the fouthern 
countries. No fooner had the multitudes 


under 








96 A VIEW OF THE 





under that ravager poured down from the 
mountains of Myfore, than defolation ex- 
tended acrofs the Coleroon. 'Thoufands 





of his plunderers overran the countries 
of Kivelore, Tanjore, Tritchinopoly, and 





{word, fought fhelter in the forts ; where, 


adding mifery to diftrefs, they perifhed 
in the ftreets; while the whole country, 
laid wafte by fire and fword, exhibited 


the fad reality of a general conflagration. 
At length Hyder, having left nothing 


to deftroy in the Carnatic, and regardlefs 











of our force, which from the time of Co- 


fonel Baillie’s defeat had never ventured 
from its encampment near Madras, re- 


folved to lead in perfon his victorious army 
to the fouthward. After remaining fome 
weeks encamped within random fhoet of 





6 Tanjore, 
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Tanjore, he proceeded to inveft Tritchino- 


poly, and threatened to fill up the ditch 
with his Moormen’s flippers. The repeated 





checks fuftained by the Company's troops 








fo general a confternation, that the im- 
portant and defencelefs garrifon of ‘T'ritchi- 
nopoly feemed ready to furrender. In that 


event the fouthern countries muft have fub- 





mitted to his power, had not the repulfe of 
Sir Eyre Coote’s army againft Chilumbrum 


elated Hyder with the hopes of defeating 
the only force that could endanger his 





conqueft. "This induced him to renounce 
more folid, though lefs brilliant profpedts, 


and to fight the battle of the rft July 1781, 
at Porto Novo. 





Notwithftanding his ill fuccefs in that 
engagement, and his perfonal abfence from 





the fouthward, our affairs in that quarter 
ftill remained in great confulion. The Tan- 





j= | jore 
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the Company’s troops at T'ricatapooly, Put- 
ticottah, and Trivelore, and confined them 
within the fort of ‘Tanjore. There, the 
granaries were empty, the Rayjah’s fubjecis 
difaffe&ted, and he himfelf accufed of nego- 
tiating with Hyder, and of introducing 
He 


likewife fuffered the whole crops of his 





arms clandeftinely into his palace. 





country to be collected by the enemy, 
while he refifted every folicitation to fill 





his magazines, and provide for impending 


events. 


The defeat of Colonel Braithwaite in 
February 1782, and the lofs of his detach- 
ment (attacked by a powerful army under 
Tippoo Sultaun), would have proved a 
deadly blow, had it not been warded off by 
the active abilities and conctliating manners 
of Mr. Sulivan, to whom the fafety of Tan- 
jore and of all the touthern provinces was 


x6 then 
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then juftly afcribed. The fubfequent cap- 


ture of Colonel Horne, proceeding to the 
fouthward from the Prefidency with mili- 





tary fupplies, added extremely to the diftrefs 
and embarraf{ment experienced at Tanjore. 
In the provinces fouth of Tanjore and 


Tritchinopoly, the profpect was not lefs 





alarming. The Great Marawa country was 


infefted by a hoft of rebels under Maupely 
Taver, a relation of the reigning family, 
who over-ran the territory, occupied its beft 


pofitions, and for many months invefted the 
garrifon of Ramnad. 











The Little Marawa country was con- 


trolled by Perry and China Mordeen, who, 
after the death of the late Rajah in 1773, 


had ficd to the protection of FEiyder, and 
returning at 











the time of his invafion, 
maintained the country under his autho- 


rity, keeping the infant Rajah a ftate-pri- 
foner, and ravaging the territories of the 
Company and Nabob. 


Ei 2 The 








INDIA. 99 < 


100 A VIEW OF THE 


The diftriéts of Madura, Mellore, and 
Palemery, were fo harafled with Colleries, 





Polygars, and the enemy, that your troops 


and fubjeéts were often attacked within 
range of the forts, and the fentries fired at 


on the works. All the Polygars of Tini- 


velly were in rebellion, and clofely con- 
nected with the Dutch government at 


Colombo, from whence attempts were me- 





ditated, in conjunction with them and 





to reduce thofe 
Marawa dominions. 


with Maupely ‘Taver, 








countries and the 





Near 100,000 Polygars and Colleries were 
in arms throughout the fouthern provinces, 
and, being hoftile to Government, confi- 


dered public confufion as the only fafeguard 
againit punifhment. To reprefs thefe out- 


rages, and to retrieve your affairs in the 
prefent exigency, your fouthern force was 
inadequate. ‘The treafury was drained,— 
the country depopulated,—the revenues ex- 





acted by the enemy,—and the troops undif- 
ciplined, 
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ciplined, poorly fed, and unfuccefsfuly com- 
manded *. 


The complicated dangers arifing from 
this fituation of the country induced you, 
in September 1782, to fend a reinforce- 
ment of Europeans and Artillery to the 





Southward, under the command of Colonel 
You were led to hope that this de- 





Lang. 
tachment, when reinforced by the troops to 
be collected from every quarter of the 
South, might have materially promoted the 
views of Colonel Humberftone, who was 


then at Paniani, preparing to proceed againft 








Palacatcherry, and to penetrate into Coim- 
batour, according to the plan fuggefted by 
Mr. Sullivan, approved of by your Lordfhip 


and the Board, and afterwards carried into 





* Such was the ftate of affairs to the Southward when 
Lord Macartney’s Gcvernment commenced, and for fome 
time afterwards authority in military matters was vefted in 
Sir Eyre Coote by the Supreme Board; but as foon as 
that authority was reftored to the Governor and Seleé& 
Committee, they made the moft meritorious efforts to pro- 
vide for the fafety of the fouthern countries. 


Fi 3 


execution 
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execution by myfelf. But from a variety 
of circumitances it happened, that the 
operations of Colonel Lang were contned 
to the reduction of Caroor, Aravarcour- 
chy, and Dindigul. Being limited in his 
movements to thofe diftricts of the enemy, 
and to the track between Negapatam, Tan- 
jore, and Tritchinopoly, the fouthern coun- 
tries continued nearly in their former ftate 
of defolation. Many as the reprefentations 
were that reached your Board on this fub- 








je&, it would have been defirable for you 
in perfon to have beheld the malverfations 
that had been committed, the miuferies that 
were endured, and the patience of your 


fubje&ts under unfupportable grievances. 


The ravages of the enemy, however, 
were by no means the greateft evils that 
thofe diftriéts had fuftained. There were 
inherent and increafing caufes of decline : 
cultivation was negiected,—the hufband- 





men were killed or driven off,—the cattle 





were 





ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 103. 


were wild,—and the fields were defolate. 
Yet over this wildernefs, the Renter, the 
Amuldar, the Monagar, the ‘Teffeldar, and 
all the inftruments of public exaction, ty- 








rannifed with unabating rigour. ‘The forts, 





excepting "Tanjore, were neglected and de- 
caying ;—the military ftores had been ina 
great meafure expended or embezzled; and 
thofe that now remained were ill conftructed 





and worfe arranged ;—the military Store- 





keepers, Grainkeepers, Paymafters, and Com- 
miffaries, belonging to the civil fervice, were 





habituated to difavow any controlling power 
in the Commandant of the place ;—nor 
were the exhortations and example of Mr. 


Hence 


ciforder arofe in thofe departments. ‘The 





Sullivan fufficient to correct the evil. 


civil and military, the King and Company’s 
officers, were at variance. The adherents 
of the Nabob were loud in their complaints 





againft Europeans, while the T'anjorines 


extended their averfion to all claffles of our 





countrymen. ‘The large arrears due to the 
H 4 





troops 
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troops, and other grievances, rendered it 
impracticable for qfficers to maintain ftri& 
difcipline in their corps; as it required the 
utmoft efforts to prevent mutiny among 
men, who, brave and faithful as they un- 
doubtedly were, could hardly be blamed 
for clamour and complaint when reduced to 
procure fubfiftence by felling their own 
children ! 














The difcordant powers of the civil fer- 
vants in the different departments increafed 
the evils already enumerated. Such was 
the extent of thofe evils, that the ableft 
perfons at one time defpaired of retrieving 
your affairs in that quarter ; nor was it held 
practicable to maintain the fouthern army 
in the field, difpirited by defeat and 
deftitute of refources *. 














* No circumftance could tend more clearly to evince 
the meritorious efforts of Lord Macartney, than his having 
been able to retrieve the fouth rn provinces from the 
wretched condition to which he found them reduced on 
his acceffion to the Government. 








Some 
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Some preceding incidents, however, prov- 
ed the inefficiency of that defenfive fyftem 
under which the Carnatic war had been 
conducted, indicated offenfive operation 
as the only means of future profperity, 
and confirmed the merit of thofe endea- 
vours made by your Lordfhip and the 
Board to attack the enemy in his own pof- 
fefflons *. On this principle Colonel Hum- 
berftone had acted on the Malabar coaft. 
He obliged Tippoo Saib to march acrofs 
the peninfula, and to retire with lofs from 


the engagement in November 1782 at Pa- 














* Lord Macartney’s fyftem of promoting offenfive ope- 
rations againft 'Tippoo Sultaun does him peculiar honours 
not only on account of the judgment that fuggefted thefe 
ideas, and the vigour with which they were carried into 
execution in moments of great difficulty, and againft the 
opinions of powerful opponents, but alfo from the emi- 
ment fuccefs with which they were attended.  Befides 
directing the fouthern army to penetrate into the richef 
poffeflions of ‘Tippoo Sultaun, his Lordfhip reinforced the 
Malabar army under Colonels Macleod and Humberftone, 
and formed a confiderable force in the Northern Circars, 
under General Jones; thus diftracting the enemy’s atten- 
tion, and enabling the Englifh arms to regain their afcen- 


dency. 











niani. 
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niani *. ‘The fubfequent fuccefs of Genc- 
ral Matthews againft Mangalore, Bedda- 
nore, and the principal forts of the adjacent 
countries, ftill farther evinced the wifdom 
of Mr. Sulivan’s opinions, and of Colonel 





Humberftone’s operations. ‘Tippoo was 
forced to march from Arcot to Bedda- 
nore; his father’s death in December 1782 
having made him crofs the peninfula from 


Paniani to Arcot. "This event relieved the 





Carnatic, and was the firft circumftance du- 
ring the war that gave a turn to our affairs. 
For the movements and countermovements 
of the Carnatic army, and even the repeat- 
ed defeats fuftained by Hyder, had proved 
of little ultimate avail in the decifion of the 






conteft. 


* It is impoffible for me to do juftice to Colonel Hum- 
berftone as a man and as an officer. A narrative of the 
fervices he performed in command of the forces on the 
Malabar coaft, would afford convincing proof of his dif- 
tinguifhed military talents, and add to the regret which his 
untimely lofs occafioned in the minds of all who knew his 
merits and his character. 


At 
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for the 
Englifh interefts, that your Lordfhip and 





At this crifis it was fortunate 





the Board refolve<dl to direét the fouthern 
troops to make every effort againft the 


enemy. ‘The hrit object of my command 





was to augment our field force, by batta- 
lions from ‘Tanjore, Tritchinopoly, and Ti- 
nivelly. T he zealous fupport of Mr. Sulivan 
and Mr. Irwin f{peedily enabled me to equip 
the army, and to profecute offenfive opera- 
tions; which your Lordfhip and the Board 
judged to be effential to the re-eftablifhment 
of the public welfare. 


The high fenfe I entertained of the 
treaty formed by Mr. Sulivan under your 









Government, for the reftoration of the 


ancient Gentoo family of Myfore, formerly 
depofed, and ftill confined by Hyder, was 





only equalled by my attachment to the 


fyfttem of conciliating all claffles of the 
natives. "This was no lefs congenial with 





the general tenor of your condudt, than 
with 
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with the fpirit of Mr. Sulivan’s negotia- 
tions, and was requifite to give effect to 
his enlightened views. In fupport of thefe 





ideas, the abilities as well as influence of 
the Bramins rendered it eflential to treat 
them with particular indulgence; and by 
fimilar attentions the numerous Polygars of 





Dindigul were reconciled to our interefts, 
as has been fully evinced by the fupplies 
derived from thofe poffeffions while under 
our Government. 





The dependents of his highnefs the Na- 
bob * felt themfelves extremely humbled 
by the aflignment of his territory to the 
Company. For however eligible and in- 
difpenfable this meafure might appear on 
principles of public neceflity, it could 
not fail to deprive his adherents of their 
power and fituation. As far as depended 

* As the dependents of the Nabob are in general Maho- 
metans, this obfervation does not apply to the Gentoos, 


who form the great body of inhabitants in the Nabob’s 
country. 





upon 
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upon me I endeavoured to convince them 
all, that their wants fhould be relieved, their 
rights protected, and their confequence 
maintained. ‘They were pleafed to credit 
my declarations, and by thefe means we 
re{trained the difiatisfaCtion of the inhabit- 
ants and native foldiery, many of whom 
are warmly attached to the Nabob, and were 
ready to burft forth in the moft alarming 
diforders. The fame principle formed the 
rule of my conduct towards the Rajah of 
Tanjore and the other chiefs whofe countries 





fell within the limits of my command—con- 
{cious, that all our meafures refpeCting the 
native Princes and their fubjects, fhould be 
directed by liberal conceffion and unbiafled 


juftice. 


My next endeavour was, in conjunction 
with Mr. Sulivan, to unite all defcriptions 
of men in cordial exertions to retrieve the 
public interefts, and to enure the troops to 


difcipline and enterprife; without which 





they 
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they neither could be fubfrfted, nor could 
we hope for any reputable termination of 
our ill-fated conteft. ‘That thefe attempts 
have not proved entirely unproductive of 





important public benefits, has been repeat- 
edly teftified by your Board in terms moft 





flattering to myfelf. 


By the 25th of May, the army marched 





from Dindigul towards Daraporam, which 
fell to us on the 2d of June *. That va- 
luable place affords ample fupplies of grain 

and 






+ The particulars of the attack and furrender of this 
place are exprefied in my Letter of the zd of June, ad- 
dreffed to the Governor and Select Committee. One cir- 
¢cumftance deferves to be mentioned, in order to prove the 
angenuity of intelligencers in India. When the army en- 
camped before Daraporam, it was not practicable to ap- 
proach fo near the fort as to determine with precifion the 
moft advantageous point of attack; but a Braman Har- 
carrah explained every particular refpecting the pofition of 
the works, and the nature of the ground adjoining to the 
place, in fuch terms as enabled me to draw a plan from his 
defcription. ‘Fhe Adjutant General Captain Oram did 
the fame, from the accounts of another intelligencer. On 
comparing the two plans, thus drawn from verbal inform- 

ation, 
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and cattle, is capable of confiderable de- 
fence, and is far advanced in the enemy’s 
country, being equally diftant from the two 
coafts. Although the pofition of an army 
there would always be of eminent advan- 
tage, ıt was more peculiarly fo when we 





reduced it, becaufe Tippoo Sultaun had re- 
covered Beddanore, captured General Mat- 
thews, and invefted Mangalore. The fouth- 
ern army was not in fufficient ftrength to 
think of marching to Seringapatam *, and 
was fo far from being able to oppofe the 








whole power of Tippoo Sultaun, that we 
could not even afford to garrifon Darapo- 
ram, and were obliged to deftroy the forti- 





fication. Yet we might affuredly have re- 
duced the rich tract that lies below the 


ation, we found fuch topographical refemblance that we 
marched a body of troops in a dark night, croffed a river, 
and occupied a ftrong pofition within 400 yards of the 
fort, from whence we erected our batteries and effected 2 
breach. 


* ‘The capital of Myfore. 
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mountains of Myfore *, which would pro- 





bably have forced 'Tippoo Sultaun to raife 
the fiege of Mangalore, and march his main 
body again{ft us; or if Tippoo had perfifted 





again{ft Mangalore, we fhould have amply 
fubfifted the army, have reduced a valuable 
territory, and prepared for more important 
conquetts. 


General Stuart’s order on the 31ft of 
May, to march towards him at Cuddelore 





with the utmoft expedition, obliged me 
to relinguifh thofe advantages. You 
were pleafed to think favourably of my 





precautions for the defence of Dindigul, 
which was garrifoned with the fixth Car- 


* Extending from Caroor to Combatour, and from the 
bottom of the hills to the confines of Madura and 'Trit- 
chinopoly. A country abounding in every kind of produc- 
tion for the fupport of armies, and which may be confider- 
ed as a chain of magazines eftablifhed by Tippoo Sultaun 
for the invafion of the Southern Provinces, in the fame 
manner as the Burmaul coantry may be confidered as af- 
fording him the means of invafion on the eaft. 








natic 
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matic battalion, and a body of the Nabob’s 
Some heavy guns and mi- 





independents *. 
litary ftores were likewife thrown into the 


place, and directions piven that grain might 
be collected, wood prepared, and every effort 
made to enfure a defperate refiftance. The 
fort of Aravarcourchy 7 had been deftroyed 
{foon after its reduction; and, in obedience to 
your orders refpecting the demolition of Ca- 
roor, mines were conftruCted, and the works 
blown up. My inftructions to the fouthern 
commandants refpecting the diftribution of 
their troops, and preparations for defence, 


likewife received your commendation. 





* Dindigul is fituated in a rich valley of the fame name, 
about fifty miles fouth-weft from Caroor. The town is 
large, and well fortified; its principal ftrength confilts in 
a very high and almot inacceffible rock, on which there is 
a fortrefs that might be rendered impregnable ; but the 
fouthern army took the place by ftorm in May 1783. 

+ Aravarcourchy was taken by affault in April 1783- 
About goo people were killed in the attack. 

+ Caroor is a place of very confiderable ftrength, fifty 
miles from Tritchinopoly, on the frontiers of the Myfore 
dominions; was reduced by the fouthern army in April 
1783, after feveral weeks of open trenches, and contained 
great quantities of provifions, tores, and ammunition. 


I On 
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IIA 
On our arrival at Tritchinopoly in June, 


the troops were fupplied with grain, the 
gun-carriages repaired, cattle colle&ted for 
the army at Cuddelore, and boats provided 
for croffing the Cavery and Coleroon, 





which, with two intermediate ftreams, were 
then unfordable. At Munfurpet on the 


northern bank of the Coleroon, I received 


farther inftructions from General Stuart 
to march without delay to Cuddelore. 











The injunctions of your Board no lefs 


pointedly dire&ted me to recrofs the river, 
and continue to the fouthward. But you 
had been pleafed to inveft me with a difcre- 
tional latitude of aQiing as exigencies might 








require; and intelligence had reached me 
that Suffrein’s fquadron had anchored at 
Cuddelore, that a difembarkation of many 
thoufand men was intended, and that the 
Englifh army was harafled with the duty 





of the trenches. 
be moft congenial with the general tenor of 





It appeared therefore to 





your intentions, that we fhould march to- 
wards 
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wards General Stuart, being confcious that 
the public fafety could have no exiftence if 
his army were defeated. Colonel Forbes, 
who remained in command of the fouthern 
provinces, infprred every one around him 
with a full reliance on his zeal and military 
talents; and I fhall ever gratefully acknow- 





ledge, that on the firft communication of 
thofe proceedings, you were pleafed to ho- 





nour me with your approbation. 


Upon our arrival within three forced 
marches of General Stuart’s camp, a ceffla-= 
tion of hoftility with the French was 





announced, and we returned towards the 
fouthward *. The fame difpatches intimated 
General Stuart’s fufpenfion, and that Ge- 
neral Bruce commanded the Carnatic army. 
I wrote to General Bruce, offering to make 
an unexpected movement againft the fort of 
Salem, which fecures the moft important pafs 
from the Carnatic into Myfore, and con- 


July 1733. 
I 2 





tained 
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tained many months provifions for an army ; 
adding, that nothing would be requifite om 
the part of General Bruce, but to fend a 
force fufficient to garrifon the place, until 
he could move thither with the troops from 
Cuddelore. The General finding it necef- 
fary to reject this propofal, we left him to 





{ftruggle with his difficulties, and proceeded 
to Muntfurpet. 


My intention was to move next day by 
"T'arriore to reinftate your tributary the 





Rheddey tn his paternal inheritance, and 
to advance againft the forts and magazines 





of Settimungulum, Namkul, and Sankerry- 


durgum, on the north of the Coleroon ; 





from thence to crofs the river and befiege 





Frode, with a view of eftablifhing a ftrong 
garrifon at that place, and in order to prepare 
fupplies for moving, when fufficiently rein- 
forced,againft Seringapatam. But our expec- 
tations were difappointed by your intimay 


tions of an armiftice with Tippoo Sultaur®. 
During 
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During the courfe of thefe proceedings, 
it was found impracticable to carry into 
execution the falutary meafures intended 
by your Board, for the re-eftablifhment of 
public authority in your fouthern provinces, 


which unayoidably remained in their former 





confufion. The Polygars, Colleries, and 
other tributaries, ever fince the commence- 
ment of the war, had thrown off all appear- 
ance of allegiance. No civil arrangement 
could be attempted without a military force, 
and nothing lefs than the whole army 
feemed adequate to their reduction. While 
fuch a confiderable portion of the fouthern 
provinces remained in defiance of the 
Company’s government, it was vain to 
think of fupporting the current charges of 
the eftablifhment; far lefs could we hope 
to reduce the arrears, and to prepare for 
important operations, in the probable event 
of a recommencement of hoftility. It be- 





came indifpenfable therefore, to reftore the 
tranquillity of thofe provinces by vigorous 
as military 
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military meafures, as the only means that 
could render them productive of revenue; 
and in this view your wife arrange- 
ments for augmenting the fouthern force, 
proved not lefs beneficial, than in their 
influence on the operations again{t the 
enemy. 


You had been pleafed to reinforce us 





with 500 Europeans and two battalions of 
Sepoys under Colonel Stuart, immediately 
after the fiege of Cuddelore; another de- 
tachment of equal ftrength marched to- 
wards us under Colonel Elphinfton. It 
was my intention to have joined thofe 
corps at Dindigul, in order to act againft 
‘Tippoo, in cafe he fhould not accede to 
the terms propofed; but finding that the 
detachment could not reach Dindigul for 





many wecks, it appeared eligible to em- 
ploy the intermediate fpace in fulfilling 
the objects already ftated. In concurrence 
therefore with the requifitions of Mr. 


Sulivan, 








ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 119 


OSulivan *, we proceeded to MIcllore, in 
order to awe the rebellious Colleries of 
that diftrict.§ We left a ftrong body en- 


and marched with the 





camped there, 
remaining troops on the 4th of Auguft to 
SOhevigunga, about twenty miles eat from 
thence. The two Mlurdeens, who rule the 
Little Marawa, fled precipitately with their 
young Rajah to the woods of Calicoil, and 
collected their force to the amount of 10,000 
men: nor could they be prevailed on to 
return to their habitations, and trulft to my 


afilurances. 


Befides the immediate difcharge of their 
arrears of tribute, I demanded from their 





deputies 90,000 rupees, in compenfation 
to the Company for the ravages they had 
committed, and concluded with declaring, 
that if thefe conditions were not fulfilled, 
we fhould attack their woods, ftorm their 





* Refident of Tanjore, and Superintendant of afligned * 
revenues of Tritchinopoly and the Marawas. 


I 4 fort, 
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fort, and drive them from the country. 





Notwithftanding the procraftinating fpirit 
of Gentoos, they paid near 40,000 rupees, 
and gave fecurity for their remaining debt. 


The lenity and difpatch of this tranfaction 
(for it was concluded in four days) afforded 
a cordial fatisfaction when contrafted with 
the circumftances of the expedition in 17723, 
again{t this very place. On that occafion 
the Rajah, trufting to the woods and bar- 
riers that furround the fort of Calicoil, and 
expecting to conclude the bufinefs by nego- 
tiation, conceived himfelf in fecurity when 
the place was furprifed, and he was killed 
on the attack. I rejoiced to mitigate the 
rigorous treatment which the delinquency 
of the fucceflor, or rather of his minifters, 





merited, in confideration of the feverities 
which the predeceflor had experienced. 





‘There next remained a more important 
undertaking. ‘The numerous Polygars of 
Tini- 
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Tinivelly, who had rebelled on the com- 


mencement of the war, committed daily 





ravages from Madura to Cape Comorin. 
They fubdued forts, and occupied diftricts, 
belonging to the Circar *, or held by a 





tenure different from their own. Mer. 
Irwin, fuperintendant of Madura and Ti- 
nivelly, had repeatedly urged me to pro- 
ceed againft the Polygars, in order to re- 
{tore tranquillity and recover the reve- 


was now for the firft time in 





nues. It 





my power to direct my operations towards 








that quarter, at a moment when the molt 





powerful of the Polygars in confederacy 
againft your Government, and in alliance 
with the Dutch, had aflembled 12 or 
14,000 men, and were actually befieging 
the fort of Chocumpetty, a Polygar place 
of fome ftrength, below the hills that 
form the north-welt boundary of the pro- 


vince. 


x Circar means the ruling power of the country, and 
the detail of its revenue. 
When 
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When it was determined that we thould 
march into Tinivelly, during the interval 
requifite for Colonels Stuart and Elphin- 
fton’s detachments to reach Dindigul, my 


object was to ftrike an unexpected blow, 





and to intimidate the Polygars into fubmif- 
fion. Of all the Tinivelly chiefs, the prin- 


cipal in power and delinquency, excepting 





Shevigherry, was Catabominaigue: he was 
perfonally engaged at the fiege of Chocum- 
petty, from whence his fort of Pandalam- 
courchy, on the fouth-eaft quarter of Tini- 
velly, is diftant more than feventy miles. 
"The ufual route to Tinivelly palles by Ma- 
dura; and the Polygars, hearing of our 
movement towards Shevigunga, expected 
us in that direction. ‘To favour this opi- 
nion, provifions for the army were ordered 


to be prepared at Madura; my real inten- 
and we 





tion was perfectly concealed ; 
moved off with the force from Shevigunga, 
in the evening of the 8th of Auguft, to Tri- 


rechetty, a place twenty miles diftant on 
the 





ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 123 


the fouthern border of the Mellore country. 
We there joined the remainder of the army 
and leaving the feventh battalion and fome 
irregulars under Captain Oliver to reftrain 
the Colleries at Mellore, proceeded next 
morning by Pallemery, Pandalgeody and 





Naiglapour, and reached the fort of Panda- 
lamcourchy on the fourth day, being 1o09 
miles from Shevigunga * 


As foon as the line approached the fort, 
a flag was fent, defiring the headmen toa 
open their gates and hold a conference ; 
they refufed, The eighteen-pounders were 


therefore halted in the rear of an embank- 





ment facing the north-eaft angle of the 
works; a haity battery was conftructed ; 
and in three hours we were ready to open 
on the baftion. ‘The works were manned 


with feveral thoufand people, and every 





circumftance denoted an intention of refift- 





* Fahrenheit’s thermometer was frequently above 110 
degrees during thefe marches. 





Ance. 
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ance. It was material to ftorm without 


delay, in order to ftrike terror by difpatch, 





and alfo left Catabominaigue with his con- 
federate chiefs might haften to obftruc? our 


operations. "We opened on the baftion ; 
but finding ourfelves retarded by its thick- 


nefs, we refolved to breach the adjoining 
curtain, and to render the defences of the 
baftion untenable by the befieged. They 
kept up a conftant and well-directed fire, 
and notwithftanding our utmoft efforts, it 
was dark before a practicable breach was 
effected. The attack was therefore deferred 
until the moon fhould rife. The ftorming 
party confifted of two companies of Eu- 





ropeans, fupported by the thirteenth and 
twenty-fourth Carnatic battalions, and conti- 
nued in the rear of the battery: the cavalry, 
the firft, and light infantry battalions, were 
pofted at right angles with the other three 
falient angles of the fort, with detachments 
fronting each gateway, in order to prevent 


the befieged from receiving fupplies, or 
making 
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making their efcape, while the other troops 
remained to defend the camp, which was 


within random-{ihot. 


Our next object was to remove a {trong 
hedge fronting the breach and furrounding 
the whole fort, as is the practice in the 
Polygar fyftem of defence. ‘This danger- 
ous fervice was effected with unufual {kill, 
by Enfign Cunningham, commanding the 
pioneers; and about ten at night, with 
the advantage of bright moon-fhine, the 
ftorm commenced. Our troops, after they 
gained the fummit of the breach, found no 
fufficient fpace to lodge themfelves; and the 
interior wall having no flope or talus, they 
could not pufh forward from the fummit as 
they advanced. ‘The defenders were nu- 
merous, and oppofed us fo vigoroufly with 
pikes and mufquetry, that we were obliged 
at laft to retire and reach the battery, with 
confiderable flaughter on both fides. fm- 
mediate meafures were taken to renew the 





charge; 
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charge; but the Polygars, difpirited with 
their lofs, abandoned the place, and fallied 
forth at the eaftern gate. 


The corps pofted round the works were 
fo exhauifted by the preceding marches, 
that many of the fugitives effected their 
efcape: the reft were taken prifoners. ‘The 





breach was covered with dead bodies, and 
the place contained a large afflortment of 
guns, powder, fhot, arms, and other mili- 
tary ftores, which were of courfe applied to 
the public fervice: 40,000 pagodas were 





alfo found, and immediately diftributed to 





the troops. Your Board were pleafed to 


confirm the diftribution, on the footing of 





prize-money; than which no meatfure could 
more effectually tend to animate the army 








in our after-operations. Some other facts 
refpeCting thefe tranfactions, and the treaty 
between the Dutch Government of Co- 


lombo and Catabominaigue (of which the 


original was taken in his fort), were referred 
to 
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to in my letters of the 13th of Auguft, ad- 
dreffed to your Lord{fhip and the Board *. 





Having left Captain Jacobs with five 
companies of the 25th battalion to garrifon 
the place, I proceeded to Palamcottah, in 
order to infpect the ftate of that fort; and 
from thence moved with the army by Shan- 
kanakoil to Shevigerry. It was hoped that 
the reduction of that ftrong-hold belong- 
ing to the moft powerful of all the Polygars, 
in addition to the fall of Pandalamcourchy, 





would intimidate the lefs confiderable offend- 
ers, and convince the whole confederacy 
that their treatment would be proportioned 
to their mifconduct. Befides, the outrages 
committed by the Shevigerry Chief were 





atrocious, and could not be forgiven with- 
out a total furrender of your authority. He 
had barbaroufly murdered Captain Gra- 
ham Campbell, and cut off a detachment 


* See the letter of the 13th of Auguft, inferted in the 
Appendix. 


under 





ont 
5 
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under command of that officer. On former 
oceafions, he had beat off confiderable de- 
tachments, and avowedly protected your 
enemies who thought themfelves fecure 
in the fort of Shevigerry. He had col- 
lected magazines fufhicient to fupply the 
Dutch force that was expected from Co- 
lombo, as well as to refift the moft tedious 
blockade ; for he did not conceive his fort 
could be ftormed, and every circumftance in 
his conduct marked, that he held himfelf 


beyond the reach of military power. 





On our arrival before the town of She- 
vigerry, he retired to the thickets near four 
miles deep in front of his Comby *, which 
it covers and defends. He manned the 


whole extent of a ftrong embankment, that 





feparates the wood and open country; was 
joined by Catabominaigue, with other affo- 





ciated Polygars, and muitered & or 9,006 
men in arms. 





* A flrong-hold in the mountains. 


In 
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In the prefent inftance lenity would have 
been accounted imbecility ; but the ap- 
proach of Colonels Stuart and Elphin{ton 
to Dindigul, and Tippoo Sultaun’s refufal 
of the propofed accommodation, rendered 





me extremely anxious to finifh this Poly- 
gar warfare, in order to proceed towards 
the enemy’s frontiers. ‘The Shevigerry 
chief and his aflociates were therefore 
Informed, that we meant immediately to 
attack the place, unlefs they would con- 
vene the Head Polygars of ‘Tinivelly, 
amounting to thirty-two chiefs, liquidate 
all arrears, and refund the amount of de- 
predations committed {ince the commence- 
ment of the war, agreeably to authenti- 
cated vouchers in the different diftricts. 
It was farther intimated, that if they, on 
the part of the confederacy, would engage 
to pay 120,000 Å in lieu of all demands, 
their propofal fhould be forwarded to the 
fuperintendant of revenue (Mr. Irwin), 
and on his acceptance, that the troops 


K would 
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would be withdrawn, and that they would 
They 


wifhed to confer with me, but refufed to 





be recommended to forgivenefs. 


vifit me in camp. As their diftruft arofe 
from various outrages committed: againít 


them by former commanders, inftead of 
increafing their apprehenfions by refent- 
ment, I propofed to meet them alone and 
unattended at their own barrier; adding, 
that if any accident befel me, it would not 
pafs unrefented. The Shevigerry chief, 





Catabominaigue, and the depofed Polygar 


of Chocumpetty, with a large retinue, met 
me in front of their embankment. Before 





they finifhed their explanations, it was 
dark, and a mufket inadvertently fired in 


the rear alarmed our advanced picket, who 





thought it was aimed at me. To prevent 
the ill confequences of that miftake, I took 
leave of the Polygars, exprefling my wifh 
to hear of their acceding to the terms 


propofed. Werefrained from hoftility next 
day, but finding that they trifled with 
5 our 
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our propofals, the line was ordered under 





arms on the morning following, and we 
made the diftribution of attack. It proved 
as defperate as any conteft in that fpecies 
of Indian warfare; not only from the 





numbers 
but from the peculiar circumftances which 
had acquired this place the reputation of 


impregnable. 


The attack commenced, by the Europe- 


ans and four battalions of Sepoys moving 
againft the embankment which covers the 
wood. ‘The Polygars in full force oppofed 
us, but our troops remained with their fire- 
locks fhouldered under a heavy fire, until 
they approached the embankment; there 
they gave a general difcharge and rufhed 
upon the enemy. By the vigour of this 
advance we got pofileffion of the fummiit, 





and the Polygars took poft on the verge of 
the adjoining wood, difputing every ftep 
with great lofs on both fides. 

K 2 After 
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After reconnoitring, we found that the 
Comby could not be approached in front. 
We proceeded therefore to cut a road 





through impenetrable thickets for three 
miles, to the bafe of the hill that bounds 
the Comby on the weft. The pioneers 
under Enfign Cunningham laboured with 
indefatigable induftry ; Captain Gardiner 
of the 102d fupported them with the Eu- 
ropeans, and Captain Blacker with the third 








and twenty-fourth Carnatic battalions, ad- 
vanced their field-pieces as faft as the road 


was cleared. ‘Thefe were ftrengthened by 





troops in their rear, forming a communi- 
cation with thofe in front; for this purpofe 
two other battalions were pofted within the 
wood, and as foon as we gained the em- 
bankment, the camp moved near it, and 
concentrated our force. 





We continued to cut our way under an 
unabating fire from 8,000 Polygars, who 
conftantly prefled upon our advanced party, 


rufhed 
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rufhed upon the line of attack, piked the 
bullocks that were dragging the guns, and 
killed many of our people. But thefe at- 
tempts were repulfed by perfeverance, and 
before funfet we had opened a paflage en- 
tirely to the mountain; it is extremely 
high, rocky, and in many places almoft 
perpendicular. Having refolved to attack 
from this unexpected quarter, the troops 
undertook the fervice, and attained the 
fummit. The Polygar parties pofted to 
guard that eminence being routed, after 
much firing on all hands, we defcended 
on the other fide, and flanked the Comby. 
The enemy feeing us mafters of the moun- 
tain, retreated under cover of the night, 
by paths inacceflible to regular troops, and 
we took poffeffion of the wonderful recefs. 


The particulars refpeCting ordnance, ftores, 
and provifions, found 








in the place, are 
{tated in my letter of the third of Septem- 
ber*. We left the third and ninth bat- 


* See Letter of the third of September, in the Appendix., 
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talions to fecure the magazines, and moved 
the army to Shevlepatore within four 
marches of Madura, in order to awe the 
northern Polygars of Tinivelly. 





It was little more than a month {ince 
we had left Tritchinopoly. Your autho- 
rity was re-eftablifhed throughout the whole 
track that we had traverfed, extending more 








than 300 miles: and befides the arrange- 
ment with the Shevigunga Rajah, we wcre 
mafters of the two ftrongeft places belong- 
ing to the Polygars. "We remained fome 
time in expectation of their propofing a 
general accommodation, but they knew 
that Tippoo ftill invefted Mangalore, and 
that we muft quickly join the force at 
Dindigul. This intelligence corroborated 


their fpirit of procraftination. I therefore 





convened the Wakeels *, whom the chief 





Polygars had fent to treat with me in 





camp, and directed them to inform their 


* Vakees are deputies, agents, or amba‘Tadors. 


re{pective 
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re{pective principals, that we fhould leave 
the province on the twenty-firft of Sep- 
tember; adding, that if they did not return 
to their allegiance, I fhould make a vow to 
Siven, the Gentoo god whofe attribute is 
vengeance, to march back and {fpread de- 
ftruction throughout every poffefflion of 
the defaulting Polygars: this declaration 
alarmed the whole affembly. My letters to 





Mr. Irwin exprefled my regret on leaving 
the province before any fettlement was 








concluded with the Polygars; and in 
return he forwarded to me the terms on 





which he thought it expedient to reftore 
their forts to Catabominaigue and Shevi- 


gerry. 


Vakeels from thefe chiefs waited on 
me at Trimungulum *, and {ftipulated, in 
the name of their mafters, that they would 
pay thirty thoufand chuckrums f each, in 

* Trimungulum is fifteen miles fouth-weft of Madura. 

+ Achuckrum is fomewhat lefs than a pagoda. 


K 4 lieu 
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lieu of all preceding claims. ‘They like- 
wife gave their bonds for fifteen thoufand 


pagodas, or 6,000 /. each, in confideration 
of the reftitution of their forts. Obligations 





were farther exacted, that the defences of 
Pandalamcourchy fhould be demolifheds; 
that the guns, ftores, and ammunition 
fhould be removed to Palamcottah; that 
the road which we cleared to the Comby 
of Shevigerry fhould continue open; that 





the means of defence fhould be removed 
from the place, and that the fouthern 
commanders, and the Company’s troops, 
fhould at all times be admitted within their 
forts and barriers; J concluded with in- 
junctions to obferve a more fubmiflive 
conduct, if they valued their lives, proper- 





ty, or pofterity. As foon as the reftitution 


of the forts and prifoners * could poffibly 





take place, the third and ninth battalions 


* Among the prifoners there was a daughter of Cata- 
bominaigue, who, as well as all the others, amounting to 
many hundreds, were treated withthe utmoft attention, 


under 
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under Captain Mackinnon, were directed to 
march from Shevigerry, and to join the 


force at Dindigul, whither the army pro- 
ceeded by the route of Madura. 


Your Lordfhip and the Board are not 


unacquainted with the unworthy praCtices 
by which the fertile province of Tinivelly 
has fuffered fince the difreputable expedi- 
tion thither under Maphuze Cawn and 
Colonel Heron. ‘Their defeat by the Nat 


Croolleries near Madura was not more dif- 
graceful, than the principles upon which that 








and fubfequent armaments again{ft the Po- 








lygars had been conducted. ‘Though clear 


{tatements and {fpecific charges, leaving no 
retroipect of exaction, together with fimpli- 
city of arrangement, and difpatch in execu- 


tion, are the great barriers againft malverfa- 
tion, the oppofite of fuch condu& conftant-= 
ly prevailed; until your Lordfhip and the 
Board affumed the management of thofe ter- 


ritories, nothing was definite—nothing was 
con- 
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concluded; partial payments were received ; 
paft claims were left for future fettlement ; 
many months were wafted in fitting out an 
expedition, and ftill more in performing 
flight fervices. During the whole period of 
protraction, the Renter, the Amuldar, the 
Phouzdar, and the European commander, 
were reaping the harveft of corruption, and 
fowing for an after-growth of peculation. 
Lhe Polygars are fubtle and acute :—they 
took advantage of fo corrupt a fyftem ;—and, 
notwithi{tanding their internal feuds, they 
united againft a common invader. They 
adminiftered to the avarice of their oppo- 
nent by bribes, and to his paffion for com- 
mand by procraftination. ‘Thus the pro~ 
vince was impaired,—its cultivation failed, 
—its manufactures diminifhed ;—-every new 
Collector and Commander entailed new 
evils, and taught the Polygars to confider 
their pefhcufh * not as a juft tribute to their 














* Pefhcufh is the fum paid by thofe who hold of a fupe- 


rior. 
fove- 
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fovereign, but as a price to purchafe the for- 


bearance of oppreffors. 


The condu@ of Mahomed Iffoof Cawn 
deferves to be exempted from this general 
accufation. While he ruled thofe provinces, 
his whole adminiftration denoted vigour 
and effect: his juftice was unqueftioned,— 
his word unalterable,—his meafures were 
happily combined, and firmly executed ;— 
the guilty had no refuge from punifhment: 








his maxim was, that the labourer and the 
manufacturer fhould be the favourite chil- 


dren of the Circar, becaufe they afford 


{ftreneth and 
rent; but that the Polygar and the Collery, 








comfort to the public pa- 


though equally entitled to truth and juftice, 
have no pretenfion to indulgence, becaufe 


they are the worthlefs prodigals who wafte 


their own means and ravage thofe of others. 
< Tet them become Zemindars, faid he, 


e and cultivate their own lands, inftead of 


s plundering their induftrious neighbours ; 
“< then 
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** then they íhall be cherifhed: but while 
* their habit is idlenefs, and their bufinefs 
“* devattation, I will treat every one as a 
public enemy, who wields a pike,» or 
wears the turban of a Polygar.”’ On 
comparing the ftate of that country with 
his conduct and remarks, I found that wif- 
dom, vigour, and integrity were never more 
con{picuous in any perfon of whatever cli- 
mate or complexion. 


cc 


be 








On my arrival at Dindigul, an order of 
encampment was trani{mitted to your Board 
in two lines *, containing one European 
and three Sepoy brigades, befides four flank 
battalions that acted as a fifth brigade. Our 
artillery confifted of fixty-five pieces of 
cannon with field-ammunition, and 10,000 








battering fhot; the engineers’ department 
was ftored with befieging tools and other 
implements; the pioneer corps was ftrength- 
ened; the cavalry, excepting three troops, 
were natives and irregulars; they amounted 


* See the annexed Plate. 


tQ 
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to 1000 men, and ferved to flank the bag- 
gage on the line of march. The Commif- 
{fary of Stores department, including the 
conveyance of artillery, required a nume- 
rous retinue of draught and carriage cattle: 
thefe we had for feveral months ufed unre- 
mitting efforts to procure; and by the afiift- 
ance of Mr. Sulivan, Mr. Irwin, and Mr. 
Johnfton, in addition to our own exertions, 
we aflembled a greater number of bullocks 
than ever were attached to any Englifh force 
in India. 





The Agent Victualler was obliged to con- 
vey arrack and provifions for 2000 Euro- 
peans. But the bufinefs of the Grain-keeper 
was {till more embarrailing; where 14,000 
fighting men and many thoufand public 
followers * were to be fubfifted, without 
money or other means of fupply, except 


* The public followers condit of Lafcars for the tents, 


drivers of bullocks, artificers, and doolymen to carry the 
fick and wounded. 


fuch 
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fuch magazines of the enemy as we were 


enabled to reduce. It had been the ulage 
of Indian commanders to levy duties on all 


articles bought or fold in the bazar cr mar- 


ket of the army. Under whatever fan¢tion 
this cuftom took its rife, it is an odious tax 





upon the foldier for the benefit of his fupe- 


rior. 





I permitted no fuch praétice. 





Another material object was the mode 
and order of marching.—The practice on the 
coaít has been to form the Sepoy corps three 


deep, and the Europeans two deep, and then 
to move by files with a {trong advance guard, 





and a {till ftronger rear guard, in order to 
cover the carts and other wheeled convey- 
ances that follow the line: the baggage is 


then difpofed of on the right or left flank, 


according to the nature of the ground over 
which the army is to pafs, and covered by 








a {trong force, to repel the rapid charges of 
the enemy’s cavalry. 


It 
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It is afferted that many benefits attend 
this mode in India; that if the line is at- 


tacked on either flank, it is enabled to form 





with much celerity by a fimple movement 
of converfion; and that if a charge be imade 
in front or rear, the corps have only to ad- 
vance, or countermarch and fcrm a front to 
the attack. But a large army marching by 
files is many miles in length, confequently 
there is little communication between dif- 
tant parts of the line; neither can a Com- 





mander obferve the whole extent, or know 
the ftate of different divifions. If in march- 

ing by files, a movement to the front or 

rear is neceflary in line of battle or by corps, 

much time is loft in the manceuvre, and in 

the precautions requilite in the face of an 

enemy. The Carnatic army, adhering to this 

principle, have frequently been cannonaded 

many hours before they could form the line. 
for action. 


T'o 
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To remedy thefe evils I propofed to form 
the army into five divifions, and to difpofe 
them in fhape of what in another {cience 
ts called a quincunx. "The European bri- 


gade being ufually placed in the centre of 
the line, fhould form the centre divifion of 





the quincunx, with a Sepoy brigade in 





front, another in the rear, and one on each 





flank: the battering train and baggage to 
move under cover of the divifion leaft likely 


to be charged; and the brigades to move 








to form the line to the front, flank, or rear, 


the centre brigade, and that which is to 
become the right and left wings, may oc- 


cupy the whole intermediate fpace. Thus, 
if the line be attacked in front, the centre 
brigade and the two flank brigades imme- 


diately form a line to the front, and the ad- 
vance and rear brigades take their ftations 
either as a fecond line, as a baggage-guard 


and 








IN 
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and a referve, or to extend the main line. 
If the line be attacked, or if it be meant to 





attack on the right or left flanks, the centre 
brigades, with the front and rear brigades, 





face to the right and left, and form the line, 
while the two brigades that were the flank 


divilfions on the line of march are pofted as 
circumitances may require. ‘Thus, in every 
pofhible point of attack, the line is quickly 


formed, the baggage protected, and the army 
prepared for action. 





Your inftruCtions of the 18th of Auguft 
directed me to remain on the frontiers, 








ready to act offenfively, in cafe of an in- 
fraction on the part of Tippoo Sultaun; and 
for this purpofe, the army moved to re-oc- 
cupy Daraporam. We found that the ma- 
gazines which we left there in June had 
been greatly confumed; but there ftill 


remained a fortnight’s fubfiftence for the 
troops. 








L From 
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From the ultimate object of a movement 
to the capital of Myfore, we had never de- 
viated. Guns, fhot, and ftores, had been 


collected from the fouthern garrifons, and 





numerous artificers were employed on our 
carriages and conveyance. ‘The zeal of Mr. 
Sulivan, Mr. Irwin, and Mr. Hippefley, had 
forwarded our views; and the Rajah of 
‘Travancore had been folicited for an ad- 
vance of ftores, in the event of our moving 


againít the fouthern pofleflions of Tippoo 





Sultaun. This could not fail to coincide 
with the wifhes of the Rajah, which induced 
him to fupport Colonel Humberftone on the 








Malabar coaft during the preceding year, 
and to reinforce his army with feveral bat- 


talions. 


A conftant correfpondence was alfo car- 
ried on with the Zamorin, or ancient fove- 
reign of Calicut, and the other Rajahs on 
the Malabar fide of the peninfula wlio were 
difaffeGted to the Myforean ufurpation; and 

no 





ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 147 


no circumiftance was omitted that appeared 
conducive to the important operation which 





we had fo earneftly in view: but although 
the army had acquired ftrength and eff- 
ciency, yet we poflefled not that fulnefs of 


equipment which cannot be accomplifhed 





with an empty treafury. "Tanjore and Trit- 
chinopoly had not yet recovered from the 
calamities which they had experienced: the 


Marawas and Tinivelly were new in their 





allegiance. Thole countries therefore, far 





from affording fufficient payments for the 
army, could hardly be fuppofed competent, 
under {uch circumftances, to defray the cur- 
rent charges of their garrifons, although the 
wife arrangements of your fuperintendants 
gave us every reafon to expeét a rapid in- 
creafe of revenue. 


The gentlemen who zealoufly fupplied us 








with {tores and conveyance, were obliged 
to employ their perfonal credit, trufting to 
the future folvency of Government: the 





L 2 native 
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native troops were twelve months in arrear: 
our ordnance, though numerous, was of in- 
convenient calibers: the carriages had fuf- 
fered by our continued marching: gunney 

bags for carrying rice, copper hoops for 
powder-barrels, cordage for dragging the 
guns acrofs a country unexplored by ar- 





mies, and various other articles in the Com- 
mifflary of Stores’ department, were deficient 
indeed, when compared with the fupplies 
that the Carnatic army daily received from 
the Prefidency. Above all, the want of mo- 
ney rendered it impoflible to pay the Head 





Black men, who had employed bullocks in 
the fervice for fuch a length of time, that 
their private funds were exhauftted, and their 
faith in the Company impaired. 


During former wars there ever had been 





frequent payments to the troops, which en- 
abled them to procure fupplies from the 
traders and inhabitants, even in the enemy’s 
country. Under thefe circumftances, the 

con- 
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conveyance of many days provifion was not 
indifpenfably required : whereas the want 
of magazines and money left us no fecurity 
of fubfiftence, except the grain we could 
carry with us, or feize as we advanced: for 
this purpofe ftatements were procured of 
the grain depofited within two hundred 
miles of our front and flank; and feveral 
hundred people were employed on that and 
other bufinefs of intelligence. 











It was farther neceflary, not only to con- 
ceal our own intentions, but to difcover 
thofe of the enemy; for want of fimilar 
precautions, three Englifh armies had been 
cut off or taken prifoners in India, 








As no one Hiarcarrah can pofflibly keep 
pace with the rapid movements of the My- 
fore cavalry, confidential intelligencers were 
eftablifhed at every confiderable town in the 
Myiore dominions, as well as in the ene- 
mys camp, and inthe Durbars of the Ra- 


L 3 jahs 
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jahs inimical to Tippoo Sultaun. On the 





firft notice of any material incident, thefe 
ur -2lligencers difpatched {mall cadjeans*) 
which were more rapidly conveyed to me 





than any horfe could travel, by 'Tappals or 
relays of Colleries, ftationed at moderate 
diftances, and unfufpected by the enemy. 








Hlarcarrahs, Peons, Lubby-merchants, and 
Sepoys, were alfo conftantly traverfing all 
parts of the enemy’s country ; others, carry- 
ing difpatches to Madras and the fouthern 
provinces, to Travancore, to Cochin, to the 
Malabar Rajahs, to General Macleod at Can- 
nanore, to Colonel Campbell at Mangalore, 





and to the Refidency at Telicherry. The in~- 
telligence of every individual was carefully 
regiftered, and tended to confirm or to 


refute the various intimations conftantly ar- 








riving. By thefe means, during many 





months of continued marching through a 
country almoft unexplored, we never once 


Cadjeans are thick leaves, refembling the papyrus, 
on which the Gentoos write. 


failed 
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failed in our fupplies, nor did any material 


incident efcape our knowledge. 


The difcretionary powers with which 
your Board invefted me, rendered it my 
peculiar duty to confider the mode of war-. 
fare moft likely to diftrefs the enemy. The 
fyftem of a war in India, which is to depend 
on field operations, muft ever be expofed to 
difappointment. in the war cf 1767, 
General J. Smith purfued Hyder’s army in 
a feries of rapid marches, in order to bring 
him to a decifive action; but Hyder, after 
leading him through the Myfore country in 
various directions, marched paft our army 
to Madras *, and intimidated the Govern- 
ment into a difreputable treaty. 


It was obvious that our circumftances did 





not admit of war on fuch conditions: that 


{trong forts muft be reduced, territories pof- 


* Before this event took place, General J. Smith was 
called to the Prefidency, and the army was commanded 
by Colonel Fitzgerald. 

L 4 fefled, 
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feffled, their magazines and revenues render- 
ed productive ; and that we muft proceed, by 
unexpected {ftrides, to fuch pofitions as might 
preferve a communication with our own 
provinces, forming at the fame time regular 
{tages towards the capital of Myfore. This 





implied that we were to act on the principles 
of a befieging army, to make lodgments 
as we advanced, and {till to prefs forward; 





to diminifh the refources of the enemy, 
while we increafed our own; to oblige him, 
either to fuffer us to proceed unmolefted in 
the profecution of operations, of which 
the ultimate object was the overthrow of 
his government, or elfe to compel him, in 
the obftru€tion of thefe proceedings, to 
afford us the wifhed-for opportunity of a 
clofe engagement in the field. Such was 
the fyitem on which I propofed to ad, 
trufting that the inefficiency of the oppofite 
or field fyftem, as evinced in the conduét 
of the war of 1767, and in the late Carnatic 





war, would be held fufficient to induce a 
change 
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change of meafures; for an army conftituted 
as Hyder’s, with a fuperabundance of 
elephants, camels, bullocks, and cavalry, 
muft out-march an army formed of infantry 
like. ours,—unqualified by principle and 
formation to commit the devaftation of a 
Maratta or Myforean army. Our field 


Operations are neither alarming to the 








enemy, nor productive of advantage to our 
own caufe; and our forces, when confti- 
tuted for field operations only, pafs through 


a country, and leave no veftige of their 
fervices. 


On the fourth of O&tober I reprefented 
our alarming fituation, in cafe Tippoo 
Sultaun fhould leave us long in a ftate of 





uncertainty; and added, that to remain 
upon the frontiers, in expe€tation of events, 
would be impoflible, for we could not hope 
to procure more than a month’s provifion 
within the diftrict: that to fall back upon 
the Company’s fouthern poffeffions, would 


fruf{trate 





154 A VIEW OF THE 


fru{trate your intentions, and exhauft the 





occafion difcontent. ‘'Thefe confiderations 


induced me to folicit from your Lordthip 
and the Board, a latitude of purveyance, 


even in the enemy’s country, in cafe his 
protractions fhould endanger the fafety of 
the troops, fo critically fituated. 


On the fixteenth of Odtober the army 
marched towards Pylny, about thirty miles 








fouth of Daraporam, in order to put 


the renter of Dindigul’s family in poffeffion 
of their inheritance, or petty Rajahfhip 





of Pylny. They affured me of grain and 
cattle at that place; and this was the laft 


without 





refource we had to expe, 


advancing into the enemy’s country, or 
falling back on the fouthern provinces. 
Motit fortunately, while imprefled with the 


approach of thefe impending difficulties, an 
official 
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official letter from Meffl. Frith and Patter- 
fon, members of the refidency of Teli- 


cherry, informed me of a re-commence- 





ment of hoftility, on the part of "Tippoo 
Sultaun, again{ft Mangalore. I confeguent- 
ly held myfelf bound by your inftructions 
of the eighteenth of Auguft, to take imme- 


diate meafures to refent the infraction. 


On the eighteenth of October it became 
my duty to inform your Board, of the 
embarrafiments under which we laboured, 
and to intimate my intention of moving 
in full force to the weftward. The imme- 
diate object of this movement was the 
relief of Mangalore: the ultimate object 
was, the reduction of Hyder’s family, or 


at leat the attainment of a refpectable 





accommodation. Our expectation of re- 
lieving Mangalore, by an actual appear- 
ance before the place, was exceedingly re- 
mote; for we had not lefs than 500 miles 
of an enemy’s country to traverfe. There 


appeared 
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appeared but two practicable movements of 





fufficient moment to make Tippoo raife the 
fiege of Mangalore: the one was, to move 
by Coimbatour, Settimungulum, and the 
pafs of Gudjereddy, which leads up the 
ghauts or mountains on which the kingdom 


of Myfore is elevated, directly to Myfore 





fort and Seringapatam: the other was, to 
move again{ft Palagatcherry. 


The defign I had formed of moving to 
Tippoo’s capital, with a view of forming 
a permanent eftablifhment, has been already 
ftated. For this purpofe, an intermediate 
place of ftrength and refources was re- 
quired, to ferve as a magazine of {tores 
and provifions for the profecution of our 
undertakings, or to fecure a retreat if necef- 
fary. Neither Coimbatour, though the capi- 
tal of a rich Rajahfhip, nor Settimungulum, 
nor Ardenelli, which are the principal forts 
in the direct road from Daraporam to the 
were of fufficient 

{ftrength 





city of Seringapatam, 
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{ftrength to juftify our trufting any of them 
as our main depofit. For the unexpected 
lofs of fuch a magazine, while the army 
might be feveral hundred miles advanced 








in an enemy's country, furrounded by a 
formidable force, might have fubjected us 
to difafters, of which the Englifh armies, 
defeated and taken prifoners during the 
war, were melancholy remembrancers. 


Palagatcherry held forth every advantage, 
being a place of the firft {trength in India, 
while its territory afforded a fuperabundance 
of provifion*. ‘The mountains that bound 
the país which it commands, are ftrengthen— 
ed by thick forefts and furrounding woods ; 
and the interfections of the Paniani river, 
through deep rice grounds, concurred to 
enable a {mall body of infantry to defend 








* Palagatcherry was completely rebuilt by Hyder fince 
the war of 1767 with the Englifh, and was furnifhed with 
all the advantages of European conftruction and defence. 


the 
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the territory againft any number of horfe. 


It farther commanded the only _praéti- 
cable communication between the coafts 


of Coromandel and Malabar, and promifed 


us pofleffion of all the countries from Trit- 
chinopoly by Daraporam, in a track of 
more than 200 miules.—It opened the 


means of fupply 


from ‘Travancore, Co- 





chin, and other places on the Malabar 
coaít.—It afforded confidence to the Za- 





fhake off the yoke of Hyder.—It left us at 
hiberty to difguife our movements, and to 
proceed either by the route of Coimbatour 


and Gudjereddy, or by Calicut on the 
Malabar fea, and the pafs of Damalcherry, 


to the fiege of Seringapatam.—It was be- 
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Sultaun raife the fiege of Mangalore in 
order to oppofe our further progrefs. 


We advanced from Pylny on the twenty- 
fecond of October, reduced the forts of Cu- 
malum, Chuckligerry, and Annamalley, and 





paiied through a rich country, abounding 
with dry grain *, cattle, wood, and rice fields. 
At Palatchy the ground attains its higheft 
elevation, andthe {ftreams run eaft and weit 
to the Coromandel and Malabar feas. Du- 
ring our whole march through this part of 
the country, the flank brigade under Cap- 
tain Maitland, moved conftantly in front, 
occupied pofitions, and fecured provifions 


for the army. 





From Annamalley our progrefs became 
truly laborious, being obliged to force our 
way through a foreft twenty miles in depth, 
extending thirty miles acrofs the país of Pa- 


* Dry grain is that which grows without flooding the 
land, cholum, natcheny, cumbo, gram, doll, &c. whereas 
rice requires at certain feafons to be under water. 


4- lagat. 
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lagat. Our object was to reach Colingoody, 
a poft on the weftern fide of the foreft, 
within fifteen miles of Palagatcherry. ‘The 
frequent ravines required to be filled up 


before it was poffible to drag the guns acrofs 





them,— innumerable large trees, which ob- 
ftructed the paflage, required to be cut 
down and drawn out of the intended track, 


and then the whole road was to be formed, 
before the carriages could pafs. The bri- 
gades were diftributed to fucceed each other 


at intervals, preceded by pioneers, in order 
to clear what the advanced body had opened 


for the guns and ftores that were to move 
under cover of the rear divifion. 


While we were thus engaged, an unre- 
mitting rain, extremely unufual at that 





feafon, commenced. The ravines 


were 





filled with water,—the paths became fip- 
pery,—the bullocks loft their footing,—and 


the troops were obliged to drag the guns 
and carriages acrofs the whole foreft. I 
forced 
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forced on with the advance to Colingoody, 
in order to make the neceflary arrangements 
with the people of the Zamorin, who had 
prepared for the future fubfiftence of the 
army. The difpofitions of the inhabitants 
towards us, and their means of fupply, ex- 
ceeded our moft fanguine expeé€tations. 
The Zamorin’s Vakeel informed the Bra- 





mins, that we were friends to their caufe, 
and earneft to deliver them from the yoke 
of Hyder; that we only wifhed to receive 
the public proportion of the grain, but none 
from individuals; and that any perfon be- 
longing to the camp who fhould attempt 
to plunder, would be hanged in front of the 
lines. On hearing thefe declarations, they 
teftified the ftrongeft fatisfaction; and their 
confidence increafed when they found that 
The 
withoùt 
intermiflion, the paflage through the fo- 


the firft offenders were executed. 





rains continuing fourteen days 





reít became daily more diftrefsful, and the 


troops were expofed in their whole pro- 
M greís, 
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gre{fs, without the pofflibility of pitching 
tents, or of procuring for them either cover 


or convenience. 





Colingoody is fifteen miles from Pala- 
gatcherry, and the road lies entirely through 
rice grounds, with interfeCting ridges co- 
vered with cocoa and other trees. The 
water and embankments neceflary for the 
cultivation of rice, render it difficult for 





guns to país, and impraédticable for cavalry 
to act. As foon as a fufficient force got 
through the wood, the advanced corps 
moved to the bank * of the Paniani river, 
within random fhot of the works of Pala- 
gatcherry, where we took a fecure pofition, 
and prepared to inveft the place. My 
Bramin Harcarrahs — had executed a model 
of the fort in clay, a work at which they 





are extremely dexterous; and on all hands 
we had received accounts of it that appeared 
* November zd. 


t Harcarrahs are people who give intelligence, fhow 
roads, &c. 





cxaygn= 
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exaggerated; but a near infpection of its 
{ftrength imprefied me with ferious appre- 
henfions that much time might be wafted in 


its reduction. 


On the fourth of November,the mainbody 
of the troops, not including the rear divi- 
fion, arrived at our pofition on the river, 
which we paffed next day, and encamped 
about two miles eaft from the fort, acrofs 
the great road that leads from Combatour. 
The engineers’ ftores arrived, and a poft for 


them was eftablifhed, where all the prepa- 
“As our 





rations for a fiege were collected. 
next object was, to circumf{cribe the befieged, 





and accelerate our approaches, with this 
view we occupied the pettah, or open town, 
on the eaft and north faces of the fort: and 
on each of thefe faces carried forward an 
attack. During the whole period of our 
approaches, and in the conftruction of our 
trenches, parallels, and batteries, the befieged 


kept a continued fire on our covering and 
M 2 working 
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working parties. ‘Phe battering train and 
{ftores, however, under cover of the fourth 


brigade, reached our encampment on the 
ninth, after a fucceflion of toil that would 





appear incredible if recited in detail. 


Apprehending much delay from the 
ftrength of the works, and the obftinacy of 


the defenders, efpecially if they fhould force 


us to approach by fap to the creft of the 
glacis, and to proceed from thence by regu- 
lar gradations acrofs the ditech, we refolved 
at a feafonable opportunity to attempt the 


gateway. We found it fo ftrongly flanked 
and fortified, that it appeared almoft fecure 


from any attack; however, having no draw- 
bridge, we founded our hopes of accelerating 


We did not 


therefore permit any heavy metal whatever 





the fiege on this circumftance. 


to be fired till the thirteenth, when we open- 
ed with twelve guns and four howitzers 
from two batteries at 400 yards diftance 
from the eaft and north faces of the fort, 

and 
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and before funfet the defences were ío much 
damaged, that the fire of the befieged con- 
fiderably abated. 





The particulars of our attack, and the 
furrender of the place during the night, 
which are explained at full length in my 
letter of the fifteenth of November, were not 
more fortunate than unexpected. We 
found the fort covered by a refpectable gla- 
cis, with a good covert-way; a very broad 
and deep ditch, completely reveted; a large 
berme, and a very ftrong commanding 
rampart. The figure of the fort was nearly 
quadrangular: the dimenfions of its faces 
were 528 feet by 432: each angle was de- 
fended by a capacious round baftion with 
nine embrafures, anda baftion of a fimilar 
conftruction on the centre of each curtain. 
It had only one entrance, pafling through 
three gateways, mounted a great number of 
guns upon the works, and contained a gar- 





rifon of 4000 men. 


NM 3 On 








battalions, took the advantage of a heavy 


rain to drive the befieged from the covert- 





way. Being fo fortunate as to fucceed, he 
purfued them within the firft and as far as 


the fecond gateway, where he was ftopped, 
but maintained his ground with great {pirit 





and ability until a reinforcement arrived. 





making a long and defperate refiftance. We 
found 50,000 pagodas in the place, befides 


a very large fupply of grain, guns, powder, 
fhot, and military ftores. 





In my letters to your Lordfhip and the 


Board on this fubject, it appeared ne- 
cellary for me to be minute in a defcrip- 





tion of the place, becaufe its confequence 
and local fituation were not accurately 





known to Europeans. ‘This fortrefs come 


3 





mands 
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mands a fertile and extenfive diftri&t, the 
adjacent forefts abound with the fineft 
Teek timber * in India, and the river Pani- 
ani is at hand to float it to the Malabar fea. 
Palagatcherry, from its pofition, equally me- 
maces the poffleflions of Tippoo on the 
weftern coaft and towards Myfore by the 








route of Combatour and Gudyjereddy ; 
while the movements of the fouthern army, 
almoft without money or fubfiftence, except 
what we procured on our march, afford 
fufficient proof, that magazines of grain 
eftablifhed there would enable armies to 
penetrate with confidence and fecurity from 
the coaft of Coromandel to that of Malabar, 
and thus bring the military refources of 
Madras and Bombay into one point of union 
and effect. 








On the furrender of Palagatcherry, the 
was garrifoned by the nineteenth 





place 


* 'Teek timber is equal, if not fuperior, to Oak for the 
purpofes of fhipbuilding. There is likewife a great quan- 
tity of Sandal-wood in the neighbourhood. 


M 4 bat- 
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battalion, with a few Europeans and fome 
Irregulars under Captain Dewar, one of 


your ableft officers. The heir apparent of 
the Zamorin left his retirement in the woods, 


and remained with me during the fiege. 
In anfwer to his urgent folicitations, that we 


fhould reftore him to the dominions of 
which Hyder had deprived his family, I 
declared, that in the event of our moving 


by Calicut, we might hope to effect his 
re-eftablifhment there; and that in the 


mean while he fhould be reinftated in the 
territory of Palagat, an ancient dependency 
of the Zamorins,—requiring only from him, 
that he fhould furnifh grain for the army 
while in that vicinity, without any other 
obligation, until the conclufion of the war, 
or until your Government fhould make 





fome regular agreement with him. 


To eftablifh more fully the Zamorin's 
authority, and to afford him the necef- 
{fary fupport 





in his prefent fituation, a 





large 
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large body of Bramin MWHarcarrahs, who 
had conftantly remained with me in camp» 
were employed, and proved not only of 
great fervice in the bufinefs of intelligence, 
but of material influence in conciliating the 
Gcentoos. Accompanied by them, we fre- 
quently rode through the adjacent villages, 
affembled the head people, and affured them 


of protection, During thefe proceedings I 
maintained a correfpondence with Brigadier 
General Macleod, Colonel Campbell, and 
the Refidency of ‘Tvelicherry, intimating 
my intention of approaching their coaft, and 


alluring General Macleod of my earneft with 
to co-operate with him in every meafure 


that could tend to advance us in full force 
Having heard that 


there was abundance of battering guns and 
military {tores at Telicherry, I wrote for 
fuch fupplies as could be fpared, offering to 


againit Seringapatam. 








move down to Paniani or Calicut, and to 





proceed to Seringapatam, either by the pafs 
of Damalcherry, through the country of 





Our 
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our friends the Nyars, or elfe to return from 





Paniani or Calicut to Palagatcherry, and 
from thence by Coimbatour, as he might 
judge moft eligible. 


The Admiral Sir Edward Hughes being 
then at Telicherry with the fquadron, I 
entreated him to fend a veffel with ftores 
to Pantani, and, in order to guard againit 
difappointment, difpatched meflengers to 





Cochin, to fecure an ample fupply at that 
place. General Macleod with his diftin- 





gnuifhed liberality of character affured me, 
that in the event of my moving towards 








him, he would unite in profecuting the 
movement to Seringapatam, without taking 
any advantage of his feniority, and without 
interfering ia the command of the fouthern 


army. Finding, however, that his army 





could not be put in motion in lefsthan two 
months, for want of bullocks and convey- 
ance ; that no fubftantial ftock of military 
ftores could be cxpected at Telicherry~- 
and 
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and that we fhould meet with extreme 
obftrudtion in our progrefs through the 
deep and interfected routes leading from 
Palagatcherry to Calicut; we refolved to 
rely on Cochin for fupplies, and to pro- 
fecute our meafures by Coimbatour, ftill 
preferving the utmoft union of operation 
with the Malabar army. 


We arrived before Coimbatour on the 
twenty-fixth of November, having been 
annoyed with rockets on the march, by a 
very large body of horfe. Finding that there 
was no glacis, we proceeded immediately to 
erect a battery, but before we had effected a 
breach, the Killidar* furrendered ; and on 
this occafion we treated him and his gar- 
rifon with the utmoft kindnefs, as we had 
before done thofe of Daraporam and Pala- 





gatcherry. A great quantity of ammuni- 





tion, ftores, and grain, were found in the 


fort; and the adjacent grounds were co- 





* Commander of the Fort. 
vered 
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vered with abundant crops. The poffeffion 








of this town, being the capital of the 
greateft ancient Rajahfhip in the country, 





promifed eminent advantage ; for although 
not remarkable on account of its military 
ftrength, it is held in higher eftimation 
than any other place belonging to the My- 
foreans in the Payen Ghaut, or country 


below the mountains. 





We now arrive at the moft interefting 
moment of the war. The garrifon of Man- 


galore, under its ineftimable commander 





Colonel Campbell, had made a defence 


that has been feldom equalled and never 


furpafied. 
out by fatigue and famine, 





With a handful of men, worn 


he refifted 


for many months a formidable army 








under Tippoo Sultaun. ‘The whole power 
of that prince, afflifted hy the fcience of his 
French auxiliaries, could not force a breach 
that had long lain open, and he was re- 
pulfed in every attempt to carry it by ftorm. 


Tippoo’s 
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Tippoo’s army, particularly the cavalry, 
had fuffered greatly by a perfeverance in the 
fiege during the whole period of the rainy 
feafon. ‘The interior affairs of his domi- 


nions, being unfettled fince his recent ac- 





ceflion, were in extreme confufion. His 
failure againft Mangalore had encouraged 
the Corga Rajah, a powerful Chief under 
the mountains that feparate the Malabar 
country from Myfore, to affert independ- 


ency by arms; while every other ancient 


Rajah on the Malabar fide of India, from 
Goa to Cochin, was eager to repel the ty- 


ranny of the Myfore Government, to which 
the whole of that extenfive coaft no longer 


owned fubjection. 


General Macleod at the head of the 
Malabar forces, {trong in Europeans, artil- 


lery, and native corps, fupported thefe Ra- 
jahs, and laboured with his ufual energy to 


complete the fyftem that he had materially 
promoted. 
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acting under General Jones, againft the 
Cudapah country, or northern poffeffions of 


Tippoo Sultaun, where his power was ill 
eftablifhed; and the army under my direc- 
tion was perhaps the ftrongeft force be- 
longing to Europeans that had ever been 
employed in India. ‘The countries we had 
reduced extended 200 miles in length, from 
the diftri& of 'Tritchinopoly on the eaft, to 


Ramegarry, thirty miles weft of Palagatr- 
cherry, 








afforded provifions for 100,000 
men, and yielded an annual revenue of 
600,000/., while every neceflary arrange- 


ment had been made for the regular collec- 
tion of thefe refources. 





The fort and pafs of Palagatcherry fe- 
cured our weitern flank, and the interme- 


diate pofition of General Macleod’s army 








between that place and Tippoo’s main army 
at Mangalore, together with the fingular 
combination of ravines, rivers, and em- 


hankments, that interfect the Malabar coun- 


tries, 
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tries, and the mountains that divide them 





from Miyfore, through which the patfie: 


were occupied by our friends the difaf- 





fected Rajahs, rendered it almoft impraéti- 
cable for ‘Tippoo to move in that direction 
again{t our new acquilitions. ‘To attack 
them by a movement through the pafles of 
the Ghauts, on the eaftern Hank towards 
Salem and Erode, fuppofed a circuit of five or 





fix hundred miles from the pofition of Tip- 
His move- 





poo’s army before Mangalore. 
ments therefore again{ft thefe acquifitions 
could only be attempted by the central pafs 
from Myfore at Gudjereddy, which is 
not fifty miles in front from Coimbatour : 
and the pofleffion of that pafs afflured us an 
immediate accefs to the capital of Tippoo’s 
kingdom, commanding a communication 
with our new acquifitions, and with the 
Company’s fouthern provinces. Befides, 
as far as the fyftem of defending front 
fanks and rear can ever be extended from 
the pofition of an army to‘the topographi- 


cal 
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=76 
cal circumftances of a country, it would 
enable us to fecure thofe territorics from any 
confiderable irruptions. At this period too, 
the chumba or great crop throughout the 
country was upon the ground, and, inde- 
pendently of the magazines in our front, 
promifed ample provifion. 


The Corga Rajah had repeatedly promifed 
us fupplies from his country, extending 
within thirty miles of Seringapatam. Thefe 





promifes were confirmed by the Zamorin, 
who had abundantly furnifhed us with 
grain at Palagatcherry. ‘This Prince likewife 
engaged for the affiftance of all the Malabar 
Chiefs, commanding the ghauts cr moun- 
tains that bound Myfore upon the weft; 
and convinced us that they were not only 
willing to provide for us during the fiege, 
but to form magazines in ftrong pofitions 
among the mountains, and to join us with 
2G or 30,000 Nyars, if required. 


Mahomed 





ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 1797 


Mahomed Ally, and other diftinguifh- 
ed leaders, had been 
camp of Tippoo, for exciting difaffection. 


executed in the 








A recent confpiracy had occurred in Serin- 
gapatam, menacing the releafement of the 
Englifh prifoners, the exclufion of Tip- 
poo’s family, and the re-eftablifhment of 
the ancient Rana, or Gentoo fovereign of 
Miyfore. In addition to this enumeration 
of advantages, we had every reafon to rely 
on the Gentoo or Canara race forming the 
great mafs of inhabitants in Myfore, who 
had unequivocal proofs of my earneft zeal 
to fupport their interefts and favourite fa- 
mily; while every circumftance of prefent 
fituation or of future profpect feemed to 
mark this interefting moment as the crifis of 


the war. 


‘The troops were immediately provided 
with ten days grain, the carriages repaired, 
the departments arranged, and the army 
prepared to march. My defign againft the 

N forts 
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forts and magazines of Settimungulum and 


Ardenelli *, was communicated to your 





Board; and from thence it was my intention 
to pufh forward to the city of Seringapa- 
tam with the utmoft rapidity that could be 
united with precaution. Exulting in the 
bright perfpective that lay before us, we 
felt a painful eagernefs for the moment of 
departure; our expectations, however, of re- 
ftoring the Englifh name and confequence 
in India were of fhort duration. 








Your Lordfhip and the Board had judged 
it expedient to delegate your powers of 
negotiation to commiffioners, who were to 
treat of peace at the Durbar of 'Tippoo Sul- 
taun. Invefted with full authority by your 
Board to give what inftructions they thought 
proper to all troops of the Englifh em- 


* Settrmungulum is fituated on the banks of the Caverf, 
below the pafs of Gudjereddy. Ardenelli ftands on the 
top of the ghauts, on the elevated flat or table land of 
My fore. 





7, ployed 
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ployed againft the Myforeans, they pro- 
ceeded to the camp of Mudeen ul Deen 





Cawn, near Arnee in the Carnatic. Be- 
tween that place and Atcherry Waukum 
they received intelligence, that in confe- 
quence of information from the Refidency 





of Telicherry, intimating to me a renewal 


of hoftility on the part of Tippoo Sultaun 
againft Mangalore, the army under my com- 





mand had moved into the enemy’s coun- 
try, and had reduced Palagatcherry. After 


many compliments to my own conduét and 
exertions, they directed me forthwith to 


reftore all pofts, forts, and countries lately 
reduced, and to retire within the limits pof- 
{elled by the Englifth on the twenty-fixth 
of the preceding July. ‘This letter reached 
me on the twenty-eighth of November, two 
days before my intended march towards 
Gudjereddy and Seringapatam. Neither 
feeling myfelf at liberty to difregard an or- 


der fo peremptorily conveyed, nor to fuHil 
the utmoft extent of its literal fignification, 


N 2 I ftated 
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I {tated to them the benefits of our pofition, 
and the menacing appearance on the Ma- 
labar coaft; tranf{mitting at the fame time 
fimilar communications to your Board, and 
intimating my intention of remaining at 
Coimbatour until I fhould be farther 
initructed. My Aid de Camp, 
Moody, with the fame view, proceeded to 








Captain 


Miadras; and was fully qualified by know- 





ledge and ability to explain our fitua- 
tion, and to prove that a movement to Se- 
ringapatam would endanger the throne of 


¥tyder. 


During the fucceeding interval, every 
moment was employed in adding to the ful- 
ne{fs of our equipment. Rochin Cawn, the 
commander of 'Tippoo’s army in the coun- 





try of Coimbatour, was informed, that we 
would obferve the ceffation till further 
orders *. Captain Maitland, with the flank 





* Habits of intercourfe took place between Rochin 
Cawn’s camp and ours, of which there had been no ex- 
ample between contending armies in India. 





brigade, 
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brigade, proceeded to Dindigul and Tan- 
jore, in order to bring fupplies of {tores from 
the fouthern garrifons. Mr. Digby, Pay- 





mafter in camp, whofe zeal and public ta- 





lents have on all occafions been con{picuous, 
went to procure money at Tinivelly, and 
to concert with Mr. Irwin, Superintendant 
there, a permanent mode of remittance 
and fupply: and as foon as thrs reinforce- 


ment fhould be ready to move towards us, 





it was my intention to fall back and cover 
the junction. In the mean time the third 
brigade was detached by Palagatcherry to 
Cochin, where the Governor had prepared 





for us a confiderable ftock of arrack, ftores, 
and ammunition; while the main body of 
the army remained at Coimbatour, ready to 
oppofe the enemy. But thefe and all fımilar 
arrangements were rendered abortive by 
your minutes of confultation dated the fifth 
of December, directing me to fulfil the order 
of unqualified reftitution enjoined by your 
Deputies, as the preliminaries of negotiation 

N 3 with 








182 A VIEW OF THE 


with Tippoo Sultaun. Thefe papers reached 
me about the middle of December, and a 
few days afterwards I received from the 
Commiffioners another letter, repeating their 
in{tructions. 








We had entirely confumed the grain in 
Cotrmbatour, and all that was ripe in the ad- 
jacent fields. We were not at liberty to move 
in our intended courfe, nor to look for new 





fupplies, which would have been confidered 
as an infraction of the ceflation; it therefore 


became neceflary to return to Palagatcherry, 





where the troops received grain to fubfift 





them as far as Tritchinopoly and Madura, 
a diftance of two hundred miles. On the 





twenty-eighth of December, the army ad- 





vanced towards the fouthern countries; and 
at the fame time three battalions under Cap- 
tain Wheeler were detached to efcort the 
{fitores from Cochin, with direétions to eva- 
cuate Palagatcherry, and to join us by the 
route of Annamalley and Pylny, clofe to 

the 
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the mountains. On our fecond march we 
were vifited by the Rev. Mr. Swartz, whom 
your Lordfhip and the Board requefted to 
proceed to Seringapatam as a faithful inter- 
preter between Tippoo and the Commiuf- 
fioners. ‘The knowledge and integrity of 
this irreproachable Miffionary have retrieved 
the character of Europeans from imputa- 
tions of general depravity. A refpectable 
efcort attended him to the neareft encamp- 
ment of the enemy; but he was {topped at 
Settimungulum, and returned to Tanjore. 
I rejoice, however, that he undertook the 














bufinefs; for his journal which has been 





before your Board evinces, that the fouthern 
army acted towards our enemies with a 


mildnefs feldom experienced by friends in 
From him ało 





moments of pacification. 
you learned, that this conduct operated on 
the minds of the inhabitants, who declared 








that we afforded them more fecure protec- 
tion than the commanders of their own 


troops. 


N 4 The 
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‘The army had now been fed for many 
months entirely at the expence of the 
enemy; and directions were given, that 
all grain found in the country fhould ebe 
ferved out to the troops in lieu of batta *, 
thereby faving to the Company an advance 
of nearly soo/. per day for the whole time 
the army was fo fubfifted, and leaving the 
troops to make their after-claims, in cafe 
they fhould expect to receive that grain on 
the footing of capture T. 











On the fourth of January 1784, the 
army arrived at Ayryacotta. Colonel Stu- 





* Batta is the extra fum allowed to troops over and above 
their pay, in lieu of fubfiftence while in the field. 

+ Some other armies had charged the Company with 
the batta due to every foldier in the field, notwithftanding 
that a fuficiency of grain had been feized for the mainte- 
nance of the troops. ‘Thus the amount of the grain found 
was diverted from public faving to the benefit of indivi- 
duals. If I had permitted this praétice, the difference to 
the Company would have been a lofs of 200, 0coo/. It 
may be proper to obferve, that what is here ftated, only re- 
fers to armies which aéted in the enemy’s country, and con- 
fequently can have no allufion to the Carnatic army. 

















art 
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art with the main divifion proceeded to 
Caroor, on the borders of the Tritchino- 
poly country; Colonel Forbes, with a ftrong 
force, remained in the diftridts of Darapo- 





ram and Dindigul; while Colonel Kelly, 
with another divifion, advanced to Cova- 
nore on the borders of Madura and the 


Marawas. This diftribution was intended to 





relieve your provinces from the burden of 
fubfifting too large a proportion of troops- 
At the fame time the divifions were fo fta- 
tioned, as to overawe every diftrict to the 
fouthward, and to form the army on the 
fhortef{t notice, in the event of a renewal of 
the war againft ‘Tippoo Sultaun. 


Having proceeded with the Cavanore 
divifion, as the moft central fituation, to 
the fouthward, thefe arrangements were 
hardly finifhed “ when I received your 
orders to reaflemble the army, and to pre- 





* On the twenty-fourth of January 1784. 
pare 
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pare for a recommencement of hotitility, 
You likewife direéted me to retain poflef{— 
fion of Palagatcherry, in cafe by any acci- 
dent it fhould have been reftored = I in- 
{tantly iffued orders to all the garrifons and 
ftations to augment our equipment; wrote 
to Mr. Sulivan, Mr. Hippifley, and the 
other Gentlemen in the civil departments, 








intreating them to procure bullocks, gun- 
ney bags, and money for the prefling 
exigencies of the army and farther made 
a circuit of the fouthern countries to acce- 
lerate thefe preparations. From Ramnad 
I went to Tinivelly to forward the bufinefs 
of money and conveyance, collecting for 
us there by Mr. Irwin; and from thence 





wrote to the Zamorin, exhorting him to re- 
tain Palagatcherry, which he had occupied 
after it was abandoned by Captain Wheel- 





er. Captain Agnew was foon afterwards 
difpatched with a party of Sepoys, to folicit 


four battalions from the Rajah of Travan- 





core, who very gracioully complied with 
my 
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my requeft; and by means of that affiit- 
ance, Captain Agnew would no doubt have 
enabled the Zamorin to maintain the place, 
had not the ZAamorin * and his adherents, 
def{fpairing of fupport, abandoned the fort, 


and retired to their recefles in the moun- 
tains. 


On the north-eaft border of the Tini- 
velly country, a letter reached me from the 
Commiffioners, dated the eleventh of Fe- 
bruary near Mangalore, and written in terms 
which not only marked the enmity of Tip- 
poo, but convinced me that a rupture was 
unavoidable; and this opinion was after- 
wards confirmed by a detail of particulars, 
in a letter from General Macleod. No time 
was therefore to be loft in ordering the 


{tores to join Colonel Stuart’s divifion near 





The Zamorin and his followers of the Nyar caft are 
rigid Gentoos, and venerate the Bramins. ‘Tippoo’s fol- 
diers, therefore, daily expofed the heads of many Bramins 
in fight of the fort. It is afferted that the Zamorin, ra- 
ther than witnefs fuch enormities, chofe to abandon Pala- 
gatcherry. 





Caroor, 
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Caroor, and we marched the fame night to 


Madura. 





On my arrival at Covanore *, I found 
that fanams f, amounting to a lack of pa- 
godas, had reached the camp from Tanjore. 
The impatience of the troops for this fup- 
ply was proportioned to the feverity of their 
diftrefs ; excepting the prize-money at Pa- 
lagatcherry, and the working money to 
the parties employed on extra labour, no 
fums had been iffued to the army during 
our whole progrefs, in croffing and re- 
crofling India. Unfortunately the coin 
in which this payment was received, be- 
came a more copious fource of difcontent, 
than all the hardfhips they had endured. 
Fhe ftar pagoda f is underftood to be the 
only legal tender of your Prefidency: it 

* Colonel Kelly’s divifion was ftationed there: it is on 


the confines of the Marawa country, lefs than twenty miles 
from Madura. 

+ Fanams are a {mall coin of different value, com pofed 
of filver and copper, 

I The ftar pagoda is worth eight fhillings. 
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is not coined to the fouthward, but its place 
had ufually been fupplied by the Porto 
Novo pagoda, which is lefs valuable by 





ten per cent. ‘The Rajah of ‘Tanjore has 
not exercifed the right of coining pa- 
godas, and of late has paid his tribute * in 
fanams. The Dutch coinage at Negapa- 
tam formerly amounted to four or five lacks 


of pagodas annually, but this has been 





difcontinued fince we got poffleflion of that 
city. As there is no gold coinage in any 
other place to the fouthward, nor any 
regular circulation of rupees, the whole 
currency of thofe provinces, exceeding the 
pagodas that happen to be in ufe, confifts 
of fanams; of thefe every diftrict coins 
a different fort, and no comparative rate 
having ever been eftablifhed between the 
{tar pagodas and thofe inferior coins, 
their value fluctuates according to the 


* ‘The tribute amounts to four lacks of pagodas, or 
£60,000 f. 


relative 
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relative demand, and the coinage of one 
province is feldom or never at par in an- 


other. 


Whenever it is known that a large ifu- 
ing of fanams is at hand, the Shroffs, Sou- 
cars, and Dubafhes *, purchafe all the pa- 
godas they can procure. Thus the fanams 
are kept at a high price, till the difburfe- 
ment has taken place, and the rate is fixed 
at the current exchange for the day. But 
no fooner has this flu€tuating coin been 
circulated, than the pagodas come forth, 
and in forty-eight hours the holders of 
fanams fuffer a depreciation of fix, eight, 
or ten per cent. Still more oppreffive is 
this medium of public payment, when the 
fanams are iffued in a province to which 
they do not properly belong : for the Tan- 
jore fanam has no regular currency in any 














* Shroffs, Soucars, and Dubafhes, are money changers, 
bankers, and black agents ọf the Europeans. 
other 
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other province. And this applies to all 
coins of that defcription, fabricated in Trit- 
chinopoly, Madura, Vinivelly, Ramnad, and 
Shevigunga. 


The commercial evils from this debafe- 
ment and diverfity of coin are not lefs con- 
fiderable. A merchant cannot make a re- 
mittance to any place north of the Coleroon. 
without much trouble and expence in pur- 
chafing pagodas, or elfe by an unreafonable 
premium to Soucars. The money remitted 
to the army from ‘Tanjore was iffued in 


‘Tanjore fanams, at the rate of twenty-two 





and an half per ftar pagoda: but when the 
Sepoys received this money in diftant en- 
campments, they found that twenty four or 
twenty-five fanams were required for a 
pagoda there; nor could they in many in~- 
ftances, without enormous lofs, procure the 
neceflaries of life for thofe uncurrent fa- 
nams. 


To 
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To prevent as much as poffible the 
troops from fuffering by a lofs upon ex- 
change, which in common juftice fhould 


fall upon the public, it was propofed to 
Mr. Sulivan, and immediately acceded to 








by him, that the paymafter fhould carry the 


difference to the account of the Company. 
It was therefore direéted, that the officers 


commanding divifions of the army, fhould 


form a Board to afcertain the lofs fuftained 





by each battalion, and Mr. Digby, paymaf- 
ter in camp, was inftructed to give credit to 
the corps for the amount of lofs incurred, 
agreeably to the general ftatement tran{mit- 


ted to me by the abovementioned Board. 


It appeared requifite to be minute in this 
recapitulation, in order to imprefs the necef- 
fity of reform in the fouthern payments. 
This will be effected, by ordering a large 
coinage of pagodas, and by eftablifhing a 
tarif or proportional value between the pa- 


godas and fanams, in the fame manner as 
in 
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in England twenty-one fhillings are at all 


times equivalent to a guinea. 


My next object was to concert meafures 
with Mr. Sulivan for the fafety of the 
fouthern countries, while the army fhould, 
for the third time, advance into the enemy’s 
dominions. With this view I proceeded to 
‘Tanjore, and from thence by ‘Tritchino- 
poly joined the main divifion at Caroor. 





You had been pleafed to reinforce us from 
the Prefidency with the ninety-eighth regi- 
ment, a party of European artillerymen, 
and fome heavy ordnance. Other guns were 
received from Tanjore, and the exertions of 
Mr. Sulivan procured us many articles in 
which we had been before deficient. 


During my late progrefs through the 
fouthern countries, Mr. Digby called forth 
every exertion of his perfonal credit, and in 
addition to conveyance for the whole ord- 
nance, ammunition, and ftores of the army, 


O 


he 
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he had actually provided carriage complete 
for 300,000 fears of rice; which at the rate of 





one {eer per day for I 5,000 men, amounted 


to twenty days provifion, exclufive of 





other conveyance, amounting to ten days 
more. ‘The main body of the army was 





affembled at Caroor, excepting the divifion 
with Colonel Forbes, which remained in 
force at Daraporam, ready to join at the 
fhorteft notice. Nothing farther was want- 
ing but fpecific orders from your Lordfhip 
and the Board, or from the Commiuffioners, 
to re-commence hoftility; and I had ftill a 
plan of operations in view, that promifed to 





lead us to the capital of Mryfore by a route 
not lefs favourable than that which we had 








been directed to relinquifh, in cafe it fhould 
have been judged neceflary to renew the 
war. ‘This event became extremely pro- 
bable from the recent conduct of our adver- 
Previoufly to my arrival at Caroor 











faries. 
a foraging party had been attacked, and an 
European officer, who fell into the enemy's 

hands, 
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hands, was clofely confined at Sankarydur- 
pum. The fecond battalion had been ad- 
vanced from General Jones’s force to the 
northward, and was entirely cut to pieces 
by Tippoo’s troops near Cumalum; while 
Tippoo himfelf, finding that the fouthern 
army was ordered to abandon his country, 
and that no other force could venture to op- 





pofe him, perfifted in his inveftment of Man- 





galore, and compelled that diftinguifhed 





garrifon to yield at laft to the neceffity of 
famine, and furrender the place *. 


Notwithftanding the flagrant treachery 





by which Mangalore was loft, and the deli- 





berate maflacre of General Mathews, with 
many other captive Eneglifh officers, the 
treaty of peace was mutually figned on the 
eleventh of February, and exchanged be- 
tween the Commiuffioners and Tippoo Sul- 

* Colonel Campbell marched off with his few remaining 


troops to Telicherry, agreeably to the ft pulation with 
Tippoo, and died foon after, worn out with fatigue. 


O 2 taun. 
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taun*. The treaty {pecified the enlargement 
of the Bufhwanna or Amuldar of Palagat- 
cherry, whom we had detained in order to 
give evidence concerning the murder of a 
party of Europeans taken prifoners near 
Palagat, at the time that Colonel Humber- 
{tone’s army was before that placet. He 
was fent with an efcort to the camp of 
Nawas Begg, and from thence returned me 








his thanks for the good treatment he expe- 
rienced. ‘his was the only fubject of Fip- 


* AsI have ftated at fome length the circumftances that 
led me to confider a continuation of the war as eligible, 
at might be expected that I fhould alfo have explained the 
many and perhaps unanfwerable arguments that induced 
the Government of Madras to adopt a contrary conduét. 
In addreffing that Board, an enumeration of thofe argu- 
ments would have been fuperfluous and impertinent; but 
it would be an injuflice to the merit of their determina- 
tion, if I omitted here to remark, that the tenor of in- 
ftructions from home, the ftate of negociations in Europe, 
and the impoverifhed condition of the Company’s terri- 
tories, concurred to imprefs the ableft men in India with 
the propriety and necefflity of that meafure, which procured 
to Lord Macartney’s Government the warmeft acknow- 
ledgments and approbation of their fuperiors. 

+ ‘This party was put to death by the exprefs order of 
Tippoo Sultaun. 








poo 
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poo who had not been immediately releafed, 
although nearly 10,000 prifoners had been 
taken by us during the operations of the 
fouthern army. ‘The Commiuffioners alfo 
directed me to reftore the forts and countries 
of Caroor and Daraporam, but to retain 
pofiefion of Dindigul, and to ftation a 
{trong force there until the Englith prifoners 
fhould be actually enlarged. 








No time was loft in evacuating the {fpe- 
cified countries; and on the firft of April 
Colonel Forbes’s divifion moved to Dindi- 
gul, and Colonel Stuart fell back from 
Caroor upon the province of ‘Tritchinopoly, 








with inftructions to depofit all the ftores and 
heavy ordnance of the army in that gar- 
rifon. While we remained at Dindigul, 
the troops in that quarter fuffered a conti- 
nuation of fatigue, and were obliged to 
march feventy miles to the head of the 
Outumpollum valley, to receive the grain 
neceflary for their current fubfiftence. 

O 3 In 
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In obedience to your orders defiring my 





opinion on the moft advantageous mode of 
reforming and arranging the fouthern forces, 
I had the honour, on the twenty-fixth of 
April, to exprefs my fentiments on that 
important fubiect *, and ftated that the vi- 
cinity of Tritchinopoly was the moft eli- 





gible pofition for a cantonment, where a 





{trong force, complete in every circum- 
{tance of field equipment, fhould at all times 
be ftationed; that the great depofit of 
military ftores and provifions fhould be 








formed there, with the field and battering 
train, pioneers, and main body of the 





fouthern artillery ;—that the Commandants 
of corps fhould be charged with the carriage 
of their battalion-tents, ftores, and ammu- 


nition, as well as rice, if requifite, at the 





ufual rates fpecified in the Company’s regu- 
lations. It was alfo fuggefted, that when- 
ever military aid fhould be found neceflary 





* See that Letter in the Appendix. 


for 
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for the interior bufinefs of the country, the 
civil Chiefs, Refidents, and fuperintend- 
ants, fhould addrefs their applications, not 
to the fubordinate officers cafually employed 
in the different diftricts, but to the Southern 
Commander, in order that the requifition 
might be complied with from the main 
{tation or cantonment of the fouthern 
forces. By thefe means the troops would 





be preferved ina conftant ftate of difcipline, 
the jarrings incident to the detail of fubor- 
dinate interference between civil and mili- 
tary would be avoided, and every corps 


would have a rotation of detachment duty. 





An immediate reduction of Peons, Ty- 
nauts, and other irregulars, was allo recom- 
mended, to the amount of 10,000 men; 
from whence a monthly faving of 25 or 
30,000 pagodas would arife. I flattered 
myfelf, that the adoption of arrangements 
propofed in that letter would have removed 
the deficiencies under which the fouthern 


forces labour; and that, in the event of 
O 4 hoftility 
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hoftility in that part of India, they would 
have added fuch vigour to your operations 
as would have precluded a renewal of thofe 


calamities which occurred during the Car- 





natic war. 


By the end of May, it became impracti- 
cable to fubfift fo large a force in the Din- 
digul country. A {trong garrifon was 
therefore left in that fortrefs, and the di- 
villon was withdrawn towards Madura, 
where the Europeans and fome native corps 
were cantoned. As foon as the review of 
the battalions was finifhed, which had en- 
gazed me for feveral months, three battalions 
were detached under Captain Wheeler to the 
Tinivelly country; and, at the fame time, it 
became nece.lary for me to move thither in 





perfon in order to arrange a permanency of 
payment and fupply for the troops in that 
province. Some occurrences which hap- 
pened theire refpecting the Polygars, Cata- 
bonuinaigue, and Shevigherry, were imme- 


diately 
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diately communicated to your Prefident ; 
and evinced the refraCtory difpofition of that 





race. From Tinivelly I proceeded by Ne- 


gapatam and Tanjore to Tritchinopoly, in 
order to provide by perfonal endeavours for 


the diftrefles of the troops. 


It now remained for me to undergo a 


duty more painful than all the embarrafi- 
ments hitherto experienced. Your Lord- 


fhip and the Board found it reguifite to 
order a reduction of many thoufand inde- 
pendents, and other fouthern irregulars, 


who had been raifed by his Highnefs the 
Nabob Mahomed Ally. During the whole 


period of misfortunes to the fouthward, 


they ftill bore the rigour of diftrefs with 


a refignation unknown to Europeans. 











Among thefe men, there were the moft 
refpectable foldiers of the eaft; fome of 
them had followed their fathers into the 
Carnatic, in the days of Dooft Ally and 


Anwaradeen Cawn: others had remained in 
the 
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the fervice fince the days of Chunda Saheb, 
and the depofed Rana or Gentoo queen of 


Tritchinopoly. Many of them had con- 


tinued fince the campaigns of Lawrence» 


Clive, and Ifoof Cawn, in a conftant feries 
of military duty. ‘To thefe wretched ad- 











herents, an average of twelve months pay 
was due. The misfortunes of the times 


rendered it impoffible to difcharge thofe 
claims, for the regular corps of the army 








were not lefs in arrears: under fuch cir- 
cumftances, to turn them loofe to mifery, 
while the country was in a ftate that could 
afford them no relief, would have diftrefi- 
ed the moft unfeeling mind. ‘They aflailed 
me daily with their fufferings, and the 
only expedient was adopted, that promifed 
to combine the duties of obedience with 
the obligations of humanity, by directing 
the officers commanding the corps of thofe 
irregulars, to furnifh me with rolls, con- 


taining the names of each black officer 
and Sepoy under their command, {fpecify- 


ing 
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ing the length of fervice and arrears of 
pay; ih order that each of them might 





receive a certificate of his demand on the 


Company, to be counterfigned by the ofh- 
cer, and by the commandant of the garri- 





fon with which the corps correfponded ; 
and at the fame time defiring a particular 


recommendation of every individual who 
had any pretentfion to indulgence. 


This being finifhed, our next objec& 
was, to difband the raw and undeferving 
rabble, who had been collected during the 
diftrac&ted period of the fouthern affairs. 


They were ordered to receive on the firft 
thirty days 


of each fucceeding month, 





fubfiftence in grain, until their arrears 


fhould be difcharged. “The ancient and 
re{fpeCitable part of thofe corps, were to 


be continued on the rolls, until we fhould 
be able to procure fome adequate pro- 


vifion for fo deferving a clafs of pub- 
lic fervants. In neither inftance however, 


2 did 
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did my endeavours prove effectual. The 
latter clafs of venerable veterans remains 
unprovided for; and the monthly iffuing 
of grain depending on your renters and 
civil fervants, it was not within the limits 
of my power to enforce performance. So 
much was it neglected by the renter of 
Tritchinopoly, that after my departure 
from the fouthward, thefe unfortunate vic- 
tims, impelled by hunger, were driven to 
fuch excefs in their endeavours to procure 
relief, as obliged the military commandant 
to reprefs them by force of arms. 











To thefe painful incidents were added, 
the claims and diftreffes of the army en- 
camped near ‘T'rritchinopoly. The troops 
were accuftomed to endure twelve or four- 
teen months arrears with unexampled for- 
bearance, and the public followers, at- 
tendants on the army, had long been 
{ftrangers to any coin; when to this was 


added, a failure of their daily allowance of 
grain 
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grain in lieu of batta, their cafe would have 





been truly defperate, had not ‘Tondiman 


advanced a month’s provifion for their re- 


lief. Such were the abufes of the renter at 


Tritchinopoly, that in a favourable feafon 
the place was menaced by famine. His 


difinclination to havea divifion ftationed in 








the diftrict, fuggefted fo ftrange a mode of 
effeQting their removal. But by this ma- 


chination any troops lefs patient than ours 
would have been excited to revolt; andthe 





fort of Tritchinopoly would have fallen to 
Tippoo, if he had thought proper to inveit 


it at the moment. 


So urgent was our diftrefs that I found 


myfelf obliged, without any previous com- 
munication, to difperfe the troops in queft 


of fubfiftence; the 78th to ‘Tanjore, the 


Hlanoverians towards ‘Tripatore, a large 





body of Sepoys towards Madura, and other 


battalions to Mellore and the Marawas.— 
At 
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At the fame time the ro1rft, and foon after 
the 9Sth, were ordered to the Prefidency, 
to embark from thence for Bengal in their 


way to Europe. 


Your Lordfhip and the Board were fully 
imprefled with the neceflity of reducing the 
public followers and field eftablifhment of 
the army, in order to lighten the burden 
of expenditure, and to liquidate part of 
thofe arrears already incurred; but the 
protraction of the treaty with Tippoo un- 


avoidably induced you to defer that mea- 





fure, until the mutual reftitution of Amboor 
and Dindigul fhould be effected. ‘That 
event at laft took place, while his cruel 
in every memory, 





maflacre was ftrong 
while his infulting treatment of thofe whom 
he releafed excited general indignation, and 
while his detention of 200 * Englifh 








* Tle had made them be circumcifed and enrolled in 
his fervice. 





prifoners 
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prifoners feeined to preclude all pacific ex- 
pectations *. 


I haftened to Fort St. George, to lay 
before your Right Honourable Prefident a 
faithful ftatement of your fouthern affairs ; 
of our proceedings and expenditure ; as well 
as to explain the meritorious conduct of the 
troops in that quarter, and the eminent 
exertions made by Mr. Sulivan and Mr. 
Irwin at the head of the civil departments 5 
to prove that even their abilities had not 
been able entirely to correct the evils 





hitherto inherent in the fouthern fyitem ; 
and to point out refources for the fpeedy 


* I muft again be permitted to remark, that fuch were 
the embarraffments and diftrefs under which the different 
Prefidencies laboured, that, notwithftanding thefe inci- 
dents, the treaty of peace with Tippoo Sultaun was gene- 
rally confidered as a meafure eligible for the Englifh in- 
tereits in India: it is alfo a prevalent opinion, that if the 
negociations had not been conduéted under fome unfa- 
yourable circumftances, the diftinguifhed knowledge and 
abilities of Sir George Staunton were peculiarly adapted 
to procure the moft beneficial terms. 


liqui- 
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liquidation of the army arrears; it was my 





intention from thence to have embarked 
with my own regiment for Bengal, where 
Ii fhould have been fenior officer of the 
King’s fervice, and fecond in command on 
that eftablifhment ; but I could not think 
oi withdrawing from the fouthern ftation 
while any thing remained for me to re- 
prefent in behalf of your fouthern forces. 


Permit me now, My Lord and Gentle- 
men, to offer my beft apologies for the 
tedioufnefs of this recapitulation.——It ex- 
hibits various incidents, in their rife, pro- 
greís, and completion. In this view, it 
may prove not altogether uninterefting to 
that clafs of public fervants who with to 
derive after-information from paift tranfac- 
tions.—At all events, I prefume, it has fuf- 
ficiently evinced that our endeavours having 
proved lefs permanently advantageous than 
might have been expected, arofe from the 
circumftances under which we acted, and 


can 
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can never be attributed to me, nor to the 


army I commanded. 


It is fully known to your Board, that the 
fyftem of conciliation to which Mr. Sulivan 
and myfelf had rigidly adhered*, does not 
accord with the opinions of any confider- 
able portion of either fervice. Various 
circumftances of contention had for many 
years excited enmity between the civil and 
military.—Thefe habits of difunion were 
greatly ftrengthened during the government 
of Sir Thomas Rumbold, when the pre- 
tenfions of your fubordinate Chiefs were 
either eftablifhed or confirmed. By the 
regulations alluded to, the commandant of 
a garrifon or province came under the 
detail command of the civil Chief. ‘The 
Chief received reports and paroles, kept the 





* Notwithftanding the diffenfions that raged among all 
ranks of Europeans in India, I had the goad fortune to 
avoid every fpecies of difcuffion; having neither exhibited 
a charge, nor been the fubject of complaint from any per. 
fon in the country. 


F keys 





210 A VIEW OF ‘THE 





keys of the garrifon, and had direction of 
ftores, magazines, and defences in the fort. 
Hence it happened during the late war, 
that the command was not delegated to the 








military officer until the enemy were in 
motion againít the place. Then it was only 
fo delegated, that the Chief might provide 
for his own fafety, and throw the odium of 
furrender on the Commander. ‘Thus, in- 
ftead of a regular military control, a fyf- 
tematic animofity prevailed: the magazines 
were left without grain, the garrifons with- 
out ftores, and the country fo deftitute of pre- 
paration*, that on the irruption of Hyder 
Ally, the forts in the Carnatic fell an eafy 
prey tothe invader. ‘Thefe irritations were 
too frequently increafed by military vehe- 





mence on the one hand, and by afflumptions 
of the civil fervice on the other. 


As the natives of Indoftan have httle re- 
{pect for any but the military character, 


* Before the commencement of the war, the forts 
throughout the Carnatic were in general under the orders 
of the Nabob’s government. 

I the 
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the civil fervants, in order to acquire 


confequence, have ufually affumed a fu- 





periority over the military. ‘Thus the 


Chief or Refident was frequently held forth 
as the Phouzdar or General of the province, 





who was prevented by greater objects from 
taking the field, but whofe mandates the 





foldiery were bound to obey. The recent 


between (Government and the 





contefts 





military Commanders, together with the 
unufual proportion of king’s officers lately 
employed in India, have unavoidably 





thrown into circulation a greater mafs of 
opinions adverfe to the civil fervice, and 
given a greater currency to military pre- 
tenfions, than could be expected from the 
officers of your own eftablifhment: to thefe 
irritating ctrcumftances has been added, the 


extreme preffure of perfonal diftrefs in a 





pernicious climate, where there is perpetual 
hoftility and continued fatigue. 


P 2 During 
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During the late war, many ofhcers were 





obliged to fell their furniture and wearing 





apparel, in order to procure a f{canty fub- 
fiftence; while others could not poffibly find 
means of appearing as became their ftation. 
If a pittance of their arrears was to be ad- 








vanced, it often came attended with cir- 





cumftances fo fingularly difreputable, that 
nothing fhort of penury could juftify the 
offer or acceptance; if in Company's bonds, 
they were hardly negotiable; if in Bengal 
bills, the holders of them loft thirty, forty, 
or fifty per cent.; and if the payment 
took place in an out-garrifon, the difcretion 





or caprice of the paymafter alone deter- 
mined the mode of payment. Needy offi- 
cers, at the mercy of fuch a fuperior, have 
frequently fubmitted to receive a month's 
arrears in rice, teas, wines, and other mer- 
chandize*. "When thefe and fimuilar inci- 


dents 





e The diftreffes of the country, the want of money, and 
the calamities of war, rendered it impracticable for the 
Board 
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dents recur to your remembrance; when 


you recollect how patiently your troops 
have fuffered, and how bravely they have 








fought; you will undoubtedly admit, that 
their prefent difcontents are not ill founded, 
and that their grievances call loudly for 


redref{s. 


It is by the good order and efficiency of 
the military conftitution alone, that the 
Englifh dominions in the Eaft can be pre- 
ferved, This is requifite, not merely to 
repel invafion, but for the current bufi- 
nefs of your poflieffions, which you have 
never yet been able to conduct without 
military power. If therefore, an habitual 
intervention of the military in detail of 
civil management, juftifies the appellation 


of military government, there is no country 





Board of Madras to prevent thefe evils ; on the contrary, 
the important operations effet:ed by that Government, 
under the preffure of fuch embarraffments, is one of the 
ftrongeft teftimonies that can be adduced in proof of their 
talents, fortitude, and exertion. 


F4 on 
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on earth fo peculiarly entitled to that defig- 
nation as the Englifh fettlements in India, 
Befides, as no country can be more habi- 
tuated to convulfions, wars, and revolutions, 
it follows that the public endeavours fhould 
be ftrenuoufly directed to obtain perfection 
in the military fy{tem. 








When we compare the difcipline of your 
troops, and the conftitution of your armies, 
with thofe of other European powers in 
India, the fuperiority is evidently with the 
Englifh: but when we look back to the 
days of Clive and Lawrence, to the fmall- 
nefs of their force, and the magnitude of 
their atchievements, we muft confeis that 
more recent occurrences have exhibited a 


mortifying contraft. The hiftory of many 





years preceding the period of your Govern- 
ment, is filled with the detail of our im- 
policy. The beft regiments of cavalry 
upon the Coaft were driven from the 
Nabob’s fervice to the enemy. Garrifons 

Were 
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were left deftitute of military ftores, or 





provifion: fhameful aggreflons* were 





committed againft every native power: 





unjuft wars were unfkilfully conducted: 
there were neither preparations, concert, 
nor precaution: forts fell at the firft fum- 
mons, detachments were cut off, armies 





were captured, countries depopulated, a 
ruinous conteft}~ was concluded by a de- 
grading pacification, only to make way 








for ftill more humiliating events ; the troops 
were ftarving, the treafury empty, all credit 
gone, and all ranks diflatishied. “he empire 
of opinion, which we had obtained in India, 
was thrown away; and there remained a 
manifeft impoffibility of maintaining the 
territorial empire in its wafted and diftract- 


ed condition. 


Thefe form but an incomplete enumera- 
tion of circum{ftances that mark the hafty 
progrefs of our decline. The Arabs have 


Æ No faith in our treaties. 


+ War of 1767 with Hyder. 
P 4 fallen, 
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fallen, the Moors have degenerated, the 
Portuguefe have decayed, the Dutch have 
dwindled, the French are bereft of terri- 
tory: all of them have been great and 


powerful, and conquerors in India; all of 
them have paid the forfeit of mifconduct. 


The Englifh, having obtained a loftinefs of 
fituation in the Eaft beyond the moft afpir- 








ing fancy of their rivals, are now precipi- 
tating from their elevation; and thus they 


are leaving a monitory example to all fu- 
ture innovators, that no energy of former 
atchievement or extent of actual power can 
fupport a government while wafting with 


internal principles of diffolution. 


If we are to look for a renovation of the 
Englifh interefts in India, it muft arife from 


{fuch exertions as thofe of your Right Ho- 
nourable Prefident. The difficulties with 
which you have fuccefsfully contended, the 





counteraction you have experienced, and 
your ability under moft perplexing circum- 
{tances, 
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{tances, yield a well-grounded expe€tation, 





that in the profecution of a general and 





digetted reform, ycur labours would be 
crowned with the utmoft brilliancy of 
fuccef{s. 


Of all the objects within your Prefi- 
dency, the improvement of your military 


fyitem is the moft urgent and the leaft dif- 





ficult. The difcipline and manceuvres of 
the European and Sepoy infantry, as well 
as of your artillery and the few cavalry in 
your fervice, are formed on the beft models 
of Europe; and it is afferted that, before 
the war, their appearance would have done 
credit to any fervice, while their gallantry 
and endurance form a fubject of hiftorical 
applautfe. 





The oflicers upon the Coaft are habituated 
to act in emergencies with a facility that 
few fubordinate officers in Europe ever 


have 
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have a profpect of acquiring. Before an 


officer attains the rank of Captain, he muft 





unavoidably have been often charged with 
the command of parties on diftant marcnes, 
in the conveyance of ftores, in the guard 
of pofts and ftrongholds, in the bufinefs of 
collection, and in menacing of refractory 
Polygars, together with every other feries 


of duty which can occur. From hence it 
will be found, that there are few fervices 








Rewgly have zeal, knowledge, and ability 
been exemplified during the late conteft, 





by thofe who command your Sepoy batta- 
lions ?—With what addrefs did they foothe 


the fufferings of their foldiers, relieve their 
wants, and reftrain the well-grounded 
clamours of men, whom the public necef-— 
fities had left in extremity of diftrefs! 
Thefe confiderations fuggeft the benefit of 
reftraining indifcriminate admiffion into the 


fervice, 
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fervice, and of felecting a fucceflion of de- 


ferving officers for the command of all your 
corps. 


The higher orders of your fervice, no 
doubt, pofflefs in a ftill {tronger degree the 
practical advantages now defcribed: but 
as the military rife in India is by rotation 
without purchafe, it is fcarcely poffible to 
become a field officer in lefs than twenty 
years. Few conftitutions are equal, in that 
climate, to fo long a {feries of fatigue. Be- 
fides, your field officers in general com- 
mand the confiderable garrifons. As they 
regimentally belong to the four battalions 
of your two regiments of European in- 
fantry, thefe corps are frequently left to the 
junior Captains, who are folicitous of pro- 
curing appointments to the Sepoys, and 
take little intereft in the difcipline of the 
Europeans. But may not the command of 
an European corps be rendered permanent 


and advantageous, like thofe in England? 
May 
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May not the condition of ancient officers 
be relieved by the eftablifhment of half- 


pay, and the permiffion of felling their 
commiffions? By thefe means, thofe who 





are difqualified for zealous execution of 
their duty, might retire with a provifion for 
their after-days, and give opportunities of 


advancement to others more earneft in pur- 
fuit of military reputation. 





The growing ftrength and difcipline of 
your enemies, and our late difafters, point 
out the wifdom of Sir Eyre Coote’s requi- 
fitions for an increafe of Europeans to form 
the central ftrength of your armies. He 
maintained that at leaft 10,000 Europeans 





fhould be conftantly complete for fervice in 
the three Prefidencies. An objeCtion has 


arifen from the quick mortality occafioning 








a burdenfome demand for new fupplies of 





men; but this may be in a great meafure 
remedied, by falutary preparations for the 





reception of the recruits from Europe,—by 
ftationing 
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{tationing them in healthy quarters, enfor- 
cing regularity, and reftraining the fale of 


arrack and other pernicious liquors. 








With regard to your Sepoys, the public 
fhould be watchful of their difcipline, and 
liberal to confirm their attachment. It is 





by their good conduct that your fettlements 
have hitherto been preferved, and to them 





you are to truft for after-ftability. That 


they are partial to your fervice, is evinced 
by recent experience. Let them receive 


the common juftice due to every foldier ; 
let them be regularly paid and enabled to 
fubfift their families ;—let the wife inftitu- 
tion of admitting the children of wounded 
or deferving Sepoys, to be enrolled and to 
draw pay from the battalions, be conti- 
nued ; and the Black officers be treated with 
indulgence and refpe&t. It is farther requi- 
fite that the mode of ifluing pay be fo 
amended as to remove any pofhble imputa- 


tion of fraudulent exactions committed 








againit 
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again{ft the Sepoys, by ufurious advances of 
money in the moments of diftrefs, by 
undue ftoppages for articles which either 
have not been furnifhed or are overcharged, 
and by other unjuftifiable practices. In 


that cafe we may venture to pronounce, 





that while their expertnefs in manceuvre, 
the interior ceconomy of the battalions, and 
the conduct of their officers, continue to 
infpire them with a fenfe of fuperiority, no 
probable events can fhake their adherence. 
As the European officers on the Coaft are 
not generally converfant with the country 
languages, it may be farther proper to 
dire@t, that every one afpiring to the com- 
mand or adjutancy of a Sepoy corps, fhould 
firft learn the Moorifh or Malabar diale&t. 








Although I cannot perfuade myfelf, that 
it is judicious to admit Parias * into bat- 
talions with men of reputable cafts fT; yet 





* Parias are the outeafts of the country, and are held to 
be impure by the Gentoos. 


+ Cafts mean the different claffes or fects to which Gen- 
toos belong. 


affuredly 
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afluredly the mixture of Moormen, Ra- 
jahpoots, Gentoos, and Malabars, in the 
fame corps, is extremely beneficial, for it 
ftimulates by emulation, and reftrains all 
dangerous confederacies, which cannot ef= 
cape the jealoufy of contending fects. I have 
aho recommended the corps of ‘Topaflees 
or defcendants of Europeans, who retain 





the characteriftic qualities of their progeni-—- 
tors. They form a check upon the other 
mative troops, and are more eafily main- 
tained in movements of difficulty ; for they 
eat any food like Europeans, and that corps 
would alfo become a nurfery for hundreds 
of children who are yearly loft to the com- 
munity. 





‘The expences attending your cavalry 
have deprived you of that eflential con- 
{tituent of an army. Indeed, the ftrange 
impolicy which drove four well-appointed 
regiments from the Nabob’s fervice to that 
of Hyder, has left you with {fcarcely a 

fufh- 
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fufficiency of horfe to form a grand guard 
in front of your main army.—All parties ad- 
mit the neceflity of augmenting that branch 
of your eftablifhment ; efpecially as your 
enemy * can bring more than 60,000 horfe- 
men into the field. But the extravagant 
rates at which your troop horfes are pur- 
chafed, the {till more extravagant price at 
which they are maintained, the unreafon- 
able pay of your troopers, and the lavifh 
allowances to cavalry officers, render it 
almoft chimerical to fuggeft the means of 
new-modelling that fervice. 





























Notwithftanding thefe objections, a plan 
had occurred to me, which, if it had been 
my lot to remain in India, fhould have 
been fubmitted to your confideration, for 
raifing 5,000 horfe at a moderate rate.— 
The troopers to receive only a fmall pro- 
portion of pay more than the infantry, and 











* Tippoo Sultaun. The Marattas can bring 100,000, 
and the Nizam 60,000 horfe into the field. 
the 
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the horfes to be fed at a very reduced al- 
lowance, without any farther contract, con- 





tingency, or extra charge.—-Thus the ex- 
pence of a cavalry eftablifhment would be 
brought within the limits of the Coaft 
finances. Neither would any engagements 
on the part of Government be required, 





except that the ofhcer charged with the ex- 
ecution fhould be eftablifhed in one of the 
great northern ftations, and that the Nizam, 












as well as other country Powers, fhould 
admit his agents to purchafe horfes freely 





throughout their territories. Laftly, that 
Government fhould order all renters and 


collectors of revenue in the poflfeflions of the 





Company and of the Nabob, not to charge 
more than eight fhillings, or one pagoda per 





100 meafures, for all the gram * furnifhed 
to the cavalry, which, at the rate of one 
pagoda er month, would be an allowance 
to each horfe of more than three meafures 
per day. 
* A kind of pulfe on which horfes are fed in India. 
O The 
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The artillery has become a great inftru- 
ment of military operations in the fyftem of 
Indian warfare, and has maintained a repu- 
tation hardly furpafled in any fervice. It 
may not however be unneceflary to obferve, 
that the augmentation of fo ponderous a 
machinery is attended with unfupportable 
expence, and obftructs thofe fudden and 





unexpected movements by which the great 
But 


whether it is to be continued on an ex- 





events in India have been atchieved. 


tended or contracted fcale, the department 
of ftores, artificers, and conveyance, form- 
ing the great appendage of the artillery, calls 
aloud for reformation. 


It has already been fuggefted, that all 
the corps ought to be equipped with a fuf- 
ficiency of artificers and conveyance for 
the repairs and movements of their own 
baggage, ftores, and ammunition. Thus 
they will be at all times ready for emergen- 
cies, and the ftore department will be re- 

2 lieved 
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lieved from the embarrafiment of carrying 
mufket ammunition, with which it is at 
prefent encumbered, as well as with various 


other articles belonging to the battalions. 


The numerous body of Lafcars, artificers, 
and other public followers attached to that 





department, conftitute the next obje&t of 
confideration. ‘They fhould affuredly be 
regimented, or formed into corps under the 
command of European officers, refponfible 
for their conduct, proficiency, and regular 
receipt of pay. From the want of fuch an 
arrangement during the late diftrefles, all 
regular difburfements to the troops were 
impeded, and the public followers were often 
fhamefully neglected. Much benefit would 
alfo be derived from feparating the comple- 





ment belonging to the field and battering 





train; and from eftablifhing in each can- 
tonment a commiuiflary of ftores, provided 
with every article neceflary to enable the 


divifion to which he belongs, to move on 
O 2 the 
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the fhorteft notice, without reference to the 
fiore-keepers of garrifons, who are not fuf- 
ficiently under military control to be en- 


trufted with military preparation. 


It is farther extremely requifite, that your 
corps of Pioneers fhould be encreafed, not 
only for the fake of expertneís and difpatch 
in the preparations of a fiege, but to faci- 
litate the rapid movements of your armies. 
So attentive was Hyder to this branch of 
his eftablifhment, that he feldom maintained 
fewer than 5000 Commooty men, or Pio- 
neers, who preceded his line, cleared the 





roads, and enabled him to move with a ce- 


lerity feldom equalled by Europeans. 


The abufes * and deficiencies in your 
bullock department, have long been the 
fubjec&t of complaint. When Sir Eyre 
Coote in 1782 required 30,000 bullocks 
to enable the Carnatic army to move with 


e The great mafs of army conveyance in India is per- 
formed by bullocks. 
effect, 
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effet, the total number actually ferving 
with it did not, I believe, exceed gooco ; 





nor has that army ever been able to pro- 
cure a complement for diftant operations. 
To this caufe has been chiefly attributed 
the failure of the Carnatic war, and indeed 
the evil in queftion feems almoft beyond a 
remedy ; for the principal black men, who 
ufed to engage their bullocks * in your fer- 
vice, have been fuffered to run mufter upon 
mufter in arrears, after {pending their ftock, 
and ftraining their credit on the public faith: 
and at laft, fuch have been the diftrefles of 
the times, with more than twelve months 
of unliquidated balance due to them, and 
after having loft many hundreds of their 
cattle through fatigue and ficknefs, they 

















* The Company contraét at the rate of one and a half 
pagodas per month, for bullocks of every denomination, 
allowing the pay of two drivers to every three draught bul- 
locks, which raifes the latter to nearly two pagodas per 
month.—But in compenfation for the lofs fuftained by the 
bullock owners of the Carnatic army, in the retreat after 
Colonel Baillie’s defeat, the price was advanced totwo, and 
two one-half pagodas, while the Southern army ftill ad~- 
hered to the former rate. 

















O 3 have 











230 A VIEW OF ‘THE 


have been difmiffed from the Company’s 
employment. 





It was not by fuch means that the Eng- 


lifh character became refpeCtable in this 
country. There was a period no farther 
diftant than the days of General Lawrence, 





when the natives of Indoftan held the 
engagements of an Englifhman to be unal- 


terable; they reprefented him with all the 





attributes of prowefs in war, and of juftice 


in peace. ‘Thus confidence and venera- 
tion were fo mingled in their eftimation of 


him, that their fenfations of fecurity were 





{ftronger under an Englifh authority, than 
under the beft of their native princes. In 
thofe days the purfe of the individual was 


ever open to the public exigency, for every 
individual confided in the faith and credit 


of the public. It muft be confeffed, that a 








{trict adherence to engagement, and the 
fanctity of public faith, were never more 
confpicuous than under your Government, 


but 
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but unfortunately the mifconduct of your 
predeceffors left you deftitute of means to 





maintain that promptitude of difburfement, 
and jiberality of reward, by which the Eng- 
lifh firít rofe to elevation in India. 





The next material obje& is, the depart- 
ment of Engineers, including not only pre- 
parations for befieging, but the defentive 
condition of your forts. You have a refpect- 








able corps of Engineers, under an ofhcer 
diftinguifhed for his talents of arrangement. 
An official enquiry into the actual ftate and 
deficiencies of provifions, ammunition, and 
other military ftores, would enable you to 





afcertain the f{pecific complement that fhould 
at all times be preferved in every garrifon 
of Coromandel. 


The infpe€tion and defcriptive report of 
all the fouthern garrifons, which are the moft 
important on your Coaift, have long ago 
been completed; for, as foon as the army 
O 4 returned 
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returned from the enemy’s country, Cap- 
tain Byres * was requefted by me to under- 
take a furvey of Tanjore, Tritchinopoly, 
Madura, Pallamcottah, and Ramnad. ‘This 


he executed with the utmoft ability, and 





alfo tranf{mitted to your Prefidency a ftate- 





ment of every particular refpecting thofe 


garrifons, exprefled in accurate and com- 






prehenfive terms: there remains little far- 





ther therefore, except to beftow a fimilar 
attention on the other forts, and above all, 





moft rigidly to enforce obedience to fuch 
orders, for replenifhing the magazines, and 





augmenting the complement of ftores, as 


your Engincers and a Committee of Infpec- 





tion may fuggeft. But vain will thefe mea- 
{fures prove, unlefs the ftores, magazines, 





and fortifications, be fubjected to fevere and 
periodical examinations, and unlefs the Com- 
mandant of the place be enabled to enforce 
your inftructions. On the other hand, if 
the military ftore-keepers and civil managers 


* Chief Engineer to the fouthward. 


be 
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be fuffered to difregard all orders of the 
Commandant, in the dire€tion of the ma- 
sazines, and preparations for defence, afu- 
redly the refponfibility in moments of attack 
fhould likewife be transferred to them, that 





there might be fome reftraint, at leaft, on 





their negligence or indifcretion. 





The late degrading fcenes of furrender 
without refiftance at Arcot, Cuddelore, Per- 
macoil, and almoft at every other place * 
where the enemy made any vigorous attack, 
have fuggefted an ceconomical expedient 
of deftroying many inferior garrifons 
throughout the country. But your Board 
will recolle&, that every thing was venal 





on the Coaft for years before Hyder ven- 
tured an invafion ;—that he had fecretly 
purchafed the Killidarfhips f of Arnee, 
Gingee, Carnatic Gur, Thiagar, and vari- 
Thefe he fill- 


ed with emiflaries of his own, who, on 






ous other pofts of ftrength. 


* Vellore and Wandivafh were the only exceptions. 
+ Killidar is the Moorifh Commandant of a place. 
his 
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his firft approach, fecured the European 
officer, if there was one, and furrendered : 
for thofe important places were entirely 
garrifoned by undifciplined dependents of 
the Nabob. But unlefs thefe or fimilar pofts 
are re-occupied, filled with fupplies, and de- 
fended by regulars, there can be no fecurity 
of communication and fubfiftence; much 
lefs can offenfive meafures be effected from 
the Carnatic into the enemy’s country. It 
will farther be found almoft impracticable 
to repeople the Carnatic, without forts and 
ftrong holds; for the inhabitants fly from 
fituations that afford not protection againft 











predatory cavalry *. 


Befides replenifhing thefe inferior forts, 





the country cannot be fecure without better 
regulation in your confiderable garrifons, 


Æ On this queftion if is but juftice to remark that the beft 
military opinions are divided ; and at any rate there is 
little doubt, that if there were a refpectable body of cavairy 
on the Coaft eftablifhment, the necefflity of maintaining the 
inferior forts would in a great meafure ceafe, 





and 
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and a diftribution of your remaining force 





into three great frontier cantonments. The 


main or central one in the Carnatic, fome- 





where between Arcot and Vellore; the 
fecond, or fouthern one, near Tritchino-—- 
poly ; and the third at Ellore, or in fome 
other northern pofition. ‘The laft would 
enable you to act in defence of the Circars, 
in conjunction with the Nizam, or againft 
‘Tippoo’s northern pofieflions of Cudapah 





and Kanoul, as circumftances might require. 
Were the main body of your forces thus 
eftablifhed in a connected range upon the 
enemys frontiers, the movements of the 
Carnatic army would no longer continue 
circumi{cribed and inefficient as they have 





been ; neither would Tippoo dare to pene- 
trate into your pofieflions, left you fhould 
retaliate with fuperior facility againft his 
own. 








But we cannot expect a permanency of 
arrangement in the prefent indefinite ftate 


of 
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of military command :—while the power 
that fhould direćt and the power that fhould 
obey are at variance, while the fubordinates 
are at the mercy of contradictory orders 
from contending authorities,;—nothing but 
counteraction can enfue. ‘The inferior 
officer looks not to his commander for pre- 
ferment, nor cares for his difpleafure, pro- 
vided his acquiefcence with the civil intereft 
can procure him an appointment. The con- 
dition of the Commander is ftill more hu- 
miliating :— without weight to refift the 
encroachments of the civil fervice, his op- 
pofition only expofes his weaknefs, and his 
compliance infallibly forfeits the confidence 
of the army :—involved in odious difcuf- 





fions, and being overwhelmed with com- 
mittee bufinefs, a very {mall portion of 
his thoughts is beftowed upon the duties of 
his ftation. Hence, for years paft, there 
have been no regular reviews, no infpec- 
tion of the troops on the part of the Com- 
mander in chief,—no enforcement of the 

eftablithed 
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eftablifhed regulations of the Coaft fervice, 
and fo littl: encouragement of parade duty, 
that the difcipline of the army depends folely 
at this time on the meritorious attention of 


fubordinate officers. 


There appears but one remedy for thefe 
inveterate evils. While the power of a 
Governor refts upon a different bafis from 
that of a Commander in Chief, the paffion 
for fuperiority will occafion violent and 
dangerous collifion. The mafs of the civil 
fervice efpoufe the caufe of their Governor; 
the body of the army range under the ban- 
ners of their General. ‘Che farft are able 


and united ;——the others are fuperior in ve= 





hemence and number. The difcontented 
of the civil fervice make common caufe 
with the military ;—the obfequious of the 
military take fhelter under the wing of 
civil patronage. Hence a general ferment 
is excited :———The civil fervice profecute 
their meafures with methodical affiduity ;— 

the 
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the military indulge in clamorous excefs. 
The grounds of difcontent are communi- 
cated to the numerous attendants who fur- 
round all Europeans :—from thefe they 
{pread through other clafles of the natives, 
and extending over the peninfula involve 
every Englifhman in the hatred and con- 
tempt of all India. The Afiatics cannot 
enter into European diftinctions of partici- 
pated power:—while they behold Generals 
feizing Governors, and Governors arrefting 
Generals, they neceflarily think ill of either 


fituation. 


So indifpenfable in all Eaftern Govern- 
ment is power undifputed and control with- 
out counteraction, that we cannot hope to 
fee a period put to thefe calamities until au- 
thority fhall iffue from one fource, and flow 
in One equal undivided ftream. Were this 
the cafe,—were the powers of Governor 
and Commander in chief united in the fame 


perfon, ftill fubjeCting all public acts of 
Govern- 
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Government to the voice of a Council or 
Committee, the civil and military would 
forget their animofities ; and inftead of re- 


garding each other as contending fquadrons, 


they would feel themfelves confederate 
forces acting under the fame leader. No 





longer would the deliberative plans for the 
conduét of a war be thwarted by reluctant 





execution or actual difobedience, nor the 


moft alluring hopes of decifive enterprife be 


{ftifled by the {paring hand that fhould fup- 
Neither can it be conceived, 








port them. 
that from this amendment any difadvantage 


would refult to the military. At prefent 
they have the mortification to behold their 
leader without power, influence, or refpect: 
in the other cafe, he would poffefs them all. 


Were the fame perfon Governor and Com- 
mander in chief, the officer next in fe- 
niority would naturally be entrufted with 
the general conduct of the army, and 


enjoy confideration due to the fecond in 


command 
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command of a great military eftablifhmem. 
Thus the ungovernable feuds of party would 


be checked, and there would be fome pro- 


fpect that the public welfare might engage 
the undiftracted attention of thofe to whom 
it was entrulted. 





With regard to your civil fervice, it pof- 
fefles many advantages. ‘The young gen- 
tlemen fent out in that capacity are, in 
general, well educated; and on their arri- 
val at the Prefidency, are admitted to affitt 
in the bufinefs of the different offices, in- 
cluding nearly the whole detail of public 
proceedings that can occur in any govern- 
ment. In fact, fuch has been the falutary 


operation of thefe initiations, that your 
Prefidency alone has produced more men of 


extended capacity in bufinefs, than could 





probably be found in all the public of- 
fices of London. Thefe acquirements are 


extended, as the individual advances in 


the fervice. He is fucceflively employed 
AS 
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as Paymafter and Store-keeper of a garri- 
fon, Paymaftter 





and Commufflary of an 
army, Refident with a country prince, Su- 
perintendant and Collector of a province, 


or Chief of a fubordinate fettlement in the 





regular gradation towards Council and Com- 
mittee. In each of thefe employments, the 
current tranfactions are more weighty, the 





refponfibility more immediately perfonal, 





and the duty more comprehenfive than ufu- 
ally fall to the lot of any unexalted individual 





in England. It is in your power to direct 
towards important public purpofes thofe 
ufeful qualifications, and to do away any 
exifting imperfections. 


Once more allow me to repeat the 
affertion, that no fervant in the civil de- 
partment, entrufted with the charge of 
military ftores in a garrifon, nor any one 
holding an appointment with an army, 
fhould be fuffered to confider himfelf as 
independent of the Commandant. While 

R 








fancétion 
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fanétion is given to fo unwarrantable an af- 
fumption, nothing but negligence and dif- 
cord can take place. For experience afcer- 
tains, that the main contentions in India 
have arifen from the cofhfion of interfering 
pretenfions. “Fhefe cannot exift, where the 
mutual relations of obedience and command 
are accurately defined. Every officer obeys, 
with fatisfaction, the orders of your Board 
as the ruling power of the country; but 
very few fubmit without reluctance to 
the mandates of fubordinates.s When 
military men, therefore, have had tranfac- 
tions only with the Board, your intentions 
have been cheerfully fulfilled: whereas, in 
all inftances of inferior interference, ruinous 








difflenfions have been generated. Let me 
add, that the ftrong enforeement of obe- 
dience by military trial, renders them more 
prompt and ufeful inftruments of public 
duty, than thofe of the other fervice, who 
are under no control, and who, by hazard- 
ing an eventual but improbable difmrflion, 


may 











ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 243 


may commit repeated acts of difobedience 
with impunity. 


Thus far my obfervations have imme- 


diately referred to abufes in your military 





fyftem; but what avails the improvement 
of that fyftem, which is only ufeful to pro- 


tect your poffleflions, if wafte and devaftation 
are fuffered to render them hardly worth 
protecting, and unequalto fupport the force 
on which their fafety muft depend? You 


have feen mifery in its worit afpect, the 
mifery of famine, abundantly predominant 


within the bound hedge of Madras: you 


have feen, under your own walls, the in- 
fant dying for want on the breaft of his mo- 


ther; the old and the young, the parents 
and the children, mingling their taft groans, 
and expiring in your kennels: you have 
{feen whole families of fpeétres in human 
fhape, digging in the entrails of a dead car- 
rion, and, when thefe means have failed, 
furrendering themfelves with a truly Afiatic 

R 2 apathy 
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apathy to the wild dogs and vultures that 
waited to devour their carcafes: you have 
feen, for months together, a hundred bo- 


dies daily covering your ftreets, with cir- 








cumftances of horror too fhocking to enu- 
merate*! Nor is it within the bound hedge 
of Madras only, that the internal wafting 
of the country can be traced: during twen- 
ty-feven months of continued movement 
through a large extent of your dominions, 
the duties of my ftation familiarized me 
with the whole gradation of territorial 
abufes, neither lefs palpable nor diftrefsful 
than thofe with which you yourfelves are 


perfonally acquainted. 


* Every practicable effort was made by Government 
and by individuals to relieve the diftreffes of the wretched 
natives, who flew from all quarters of the Carnatic to take 
shelter under the walls of Madras. ‘Thoufands of them 
received daily dittributions of rice, and many more were 
conduéted, at the public expence, to the northern pro- 
vinces, which had fuffered lefs than the Carnatic by the ca- 
lamities of war. 


It 
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It has been already ftated, that the ravages 


of the enemy are by no means the greateft 
evils of which thofe countries 





have com- 
plained. While the territorial management 


of the countries now affligned to the Compa- 
ny, remained with the Nabob, the opprefiive 
practices undoubtedly prevailed that mul- 
tiply exaCtion through every Eaftern Go- 
vernment. Indefinite claims and arbitrary 
impofitions fell heavy upon the Polygars> 
and other tributaries. “The head Renters 
and Amuldars of diftricts, as well as all in- 
ferior inftruments of collection, were im- 
pelled to harafs the inhabitants, not only to 
{fatisfy their own rapacioufnefs, but to feed 
the avarice of their fuperiors; for they 
knew that the only tenure by which they 
held their appointments, was the frequent 
repetition of a bribe. The finances of the 
Durbar were involved by an unmethodized 
expenditure, and waited on worthlefs Euro- 
pears at home and abroad. At length the 
difburfements effential to the current bufi- 


R 3 neís 
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neis of the country were totally obftruGed, 


and the urgent claims of powerful indivi- 
duals introduced the deftructive practice of 
granting Dunkaws or aflignments on parti- 
cular diftricts. In confequence of which, the 


holder of the Tunkaw is vefted with the 
power of collecting the amount of his af- 
fignment within a certain fpace and period 
by the moft outrageous means. 





A band of ill-regulated foldiery and bur- 
denfome retainers confumed the produce 





oi the country, and difturhed the labours 
of the farmer and manufacturer. Thefe 
caufes of defalcation in the Nabob’s re- 
fources, at a moment when the exigencies of 





the late war demanded the utmoft energy, 
afforded the ftrong argument of urgent ne- 
ceflity for transferring his territory and re- 
venues to the ufes and dire€tion of the 


Company. ‘The truth and juftice of thefe 
arguments muft of courfe remain, as 


long as the neceflity on which they reft, 
At 
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At the fame time it fhould not be forgotten, 
that during the government of the Nabob, 
no European whatever, excepting thofe in 





his fervice, was permitted to have any in- 
fluence inthe country. “The Englifh, there- 





fore, were exempted from the odium of 
perfonal interference, or rather the rod of 
Mooorifh defpotifm was contrafted with the 
milder attributes fuppofed to characterife 
an Englifh adminiftration. 





When the Company affumed the fove- 
reignty, the transfer of authority from the 
ef{tablifhed ruler to an alien power no doubt, 
impreffled the natives with diftruft; in lieu 
of which your Committee of afhgned re- 


venue have, by their eminent exertions, fub- 





ftituted confidence and fecurity. They 
have abolifhed the deftructive grants of 
Tunkaws, and other abufes in the country 
management ;—they have exhibited great 
ability, as well as unblemifhed integrity ;—— 
and they have rendered the revenues cx- 
R 4 tremely 
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tremely productive in moft unprofperous 
times. It was not however poflible for 
them entirely and immediately to reprefs 
the mifconduct of inferior inftruments*, 
who are eager to perpetuate oppreffion, and 
to enforce unufual meafures 





by unpre- 
cedented means. ‘The fituation of the coun- 
try rendered it neceflary to continue the 
practice of renting extenfive diftricts to the 
higheít bidder: although every precaution 
was adopted to prevent the abufe of power, 
{till the collections could not be enforced, 
unlefs an unreftrained authority were vefted 
in the Renter. His obje& too frequently is, 
to take advantage of the prefent moment, 
and, doubtful of futurity in a country at all 
times liable to fluctuation, to ranfack and 
embezzle, that he may go off at laft enrich- 
ed with the fpoils of his province. ‘The 
fact is, that in every part of the peninfula 
where the Renters are eftablifhed, not only 














* The Black agents, who manage the whole detail of 
collection in the different diftriéts. 


the 
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the Ryot and the hufbandman, but the 
manufacturer, the artificer, and every other 
Indian inhabitant, is at the mercy of thofe 
mrinifters of public exaction *. 


The eftablifhed practice throughout this 
part of the peninfula has for ages been, to 
allow the farmer one half of the produce 
of his crop, for the maintenance of his 
family and the recultivation of the land; 
while the other is appropriated to the Cir- 
car. In the richeft foils under the Cowle of 
Hyder, producing three annual crops, it is 
hardly known that lefs than forty per cent. 
of the crop produced has been allotted to 
the hufbandman: yet Renters on the coaft 
have not fcrupled to imprifon reputable 
farmers, and to inflict on them extreme íe- 
verity of punifhment, for refufing to accept 
of fixteen in the hundred as the portion out 





of which they were to maintain a family, 


* While Tinivelly remained under the fuperintendance 
of Mr. Irwin, that province formed an exception not lefs 
pleafing than exemplary from thofe general obfervations. 


co 
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to furnifh ftock and implements of huf- 
bandry, cattle, feed, and all expences inci- 


dent to the cultivation of their lands. But 


fhould the unfortunate Ryot be forced to 
fubmit on fuch conditions, he has ftill a 





long lift of cruel impofitions to endure :— 





he muft labour weeks after weeks at the 
repair of water-courfes, tanks, and embank- 
ments of rivers; his cattle, fheep, and 
every other portion of his property, is at the 
difpofal of the Renter, and his life might 
pay the forfeit of refufal. Should he pre- 
fume to reap his harveft when ripe, with- 
out a mandate from the Renter, whofe 
Peons, Conicoplys, and Retainers attend 


on the occafion, nothing fhort of bodily 


torture, and a confifcation of the little that 








is left him, could expiate the offence :— 
Would he fell any part of his fcanty por- 


tion, he cannot be permitted while the 
Circar has any to difpofe of :-—Would he 


convey any thing to a diftant market, he 1s 
{topped at every village by the Collectors 


of Sunkum or Gabelles, who exact a duty 
S 


for 
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for every article exported, imported, or 
difpofed of. So unfupportable is this evil, 
that between Negapatam and Palagat- 
cherry, not more than 300 miles, there are 


about thirty places of colleCtion; or, in 





other words, a tax is levied every ten miles 
upon the produce of the country. Thus 
manufacture and commerce are expofed to 





difafters hardly lefs fevere than thofe which 


have occafioned the decline of cultivation. 





But thefe form only a {mall part of 





the powers with which the Renter is 





invefted. He may fink or raife the ex- 
change of fpecie at his own difcretion ; he 
may prevent the fale of grain, or fell it at 
the moft exhorbitant rates: thus at any time 
he may, and frequently does, occafion 
general famine. Befides maintaining a ufe- 
lefs rabble, whom he employs under the 
appellation of Peons at the public expence ; 
he may require any military force he finds 
neceflary for the bufinefs of oppreffion, 

and 
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and few inferior officers would have weight 
enough to juftify their refufal of fuch aid. 





Should any one however difpute thofe 
powers, fhould the military officers refufe 
to proftitute military fervice to the diftrefs 





of wretched individuals, or fhould the civil 





Superintendant remonftrate againft fuch 
abufe, nothing could be more pleafing to 
the Renter, who derives from thence innu- 
merable arguments for non-performance of 
engagements, and for a long lift of defal- 
cations. But there are {till fome other 





not lefs extraordinary conftituents in the 
complex endowments of a Renter; he 
unites in his own períon all the branches 
of judicial or civil authority, and if he 





happen to be a Bramin, he may alfo be 
termed the reprefentative of ecclefiaftical 
jurifdiction. It would be impertinent to 





enlarge on the confequences of thus hud- 
dling into the perfon of one wretched mer- 





cenary, all thofe powers that ought to 
conftitute the dignity and luftre of fupreme 
executive authority. 





At 
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At the fame time it is but juftice to 
remark, that thefe obfervations cannot be 
with truth confined to the countries under 
Renters appointed in the countries belong- 


ing to the Nabob. ‘The interior manage- 








ment and ceconomy of ‘Tanjore, in defpite 
of the reprefentations of Mr. Sullivan and 
the exhortations of Mr. Swartz, are {tili 
more wretched. So wanton and iniguitous 
is the fway of defpotifm there, that the 
goods of the merchant or carrier are fre- 
quently feized by order of the Durbar. 
If an individual native is incautious enough 
to difplay his wealth, the Rajah’s minifters 
feldom reft till he is caught and plunder- 
ed: whips, fcourges, thumb-{crews, and 





other inftruments of Indian torture, are 
daily applied to the unhappy fubjeCts in 


every Cutcherry, or court of juftice, 
throughout the country. 








Every one there- 
fore who poflefies either gold or jewels, 


buries them in fome fecure fpot, and en- 
trufts the fecret only to the moft confiden- 
tial 
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tial of his family. Hence almoft the whole 
fpecie of the country is diverted from the 


purpofes of circulation; and an enormous 
annual lofs of treafure is thus occafioned 











thefe means the moft fertile, and once the 
moft populous, fpot upon the globe, is 
already marked with the diftinguifhing 
features of a defart. 





If my information be not incorrect, a 
furvey of the Circars, or northern territory 


of Coromandel, would alfo exhibit a me- 
fancholy picture. Neither war nor con- 








vulfions have afflited thofe diftricts for 
many years that they have been under the 


territorial adminiftration of the Company, 








be ftill more unequivocally imputed to in- 


ternal mifmanagement. 


When 
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When we recolle& the original obje& 
of the Englifh fettlements in India, the 





benefits of a commercial intercourfe with 
its once induftrious coafts, we find that it 
has long ago been loft fight of, in a multi- 
tude of territorial concerns, aflumptions of 
and wanton extenfion of 
dominions which our fituation renders us 
unfit to govern, 


fovereignty, 








Few of thofe who are 
employed in the Company’s fervice will 
fubmit to the tedious drudgery of mercan- 
tile proceedings ; they afpire at fortune 
through the more magnifying medium of 
contracts, paymafterfhips, refidencies, and 
chieffhips. ‘Fhe native merchants, Ar- 
menians and others, who conducted the 
trading bufinefs of your Coaft, have fuf- 








fered fo feverely during the late diftrefles, 
as well as by the abolition of confidence 





and public credit, that they have removed 
to fome lefs precarious fituation, or elfe 
remain inactive in the hopes of better 
Neither would the prefent condi- 





times. 


tion 
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tion of the Coaft admit of any immcdiate 
means of re-eftablifhment from commer- 
cial exertions; for the ftaple articles of 
your commerce are the produce of your 
lands, and the labours of the manufacturer: 
the decay and approaching extirpation of 
that ufeful clafs of fubjects has been 


already traced. What then is to conítitute 





the object of exportation ? what is to yield 


the means of circulation, credit, and re- 





fource ? From the fouthward you have at 
prefent no inveftment *; in the Carnatic 





you have hardly the remains of former 
induftry; in the Circars, hitherto undifturb- 
ed by any foreign enemy, you find it dif- 
ficult to load one annual fhip for Europe. 
tf the train of this induction be not falfe, 


® TFhefe obfervations, concerning the decline of trade 
and the extirpation of manufacturers, muft not be con- 
fidered as entirely applicable to every fpot upon the Coatt. 
‘There are many villages to the fouthward, and alfo to 
the northward, where there ftill remains a fufficiency of 
weavers to form an inveftment, if properly managed ; and 
the French, as well as the Danes, have lately contrived 
to export confiderable cargoes of Coait goods. 








what 
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what hopes can you entertain of lightening 
the public embarrafiments, while every re- 
fource in your Government is wafted ? 


Your predeceflors left the country ex- 
piring under a complication of calamities. 





That your wifdom and exertions fhould 
have found means to prolong its exiftence 
under {fuch a crifis, exceeded the expecta— 
tions of your moft fanguine friends, and 
excites the admiration of your bittereft op- 





ponents. You have already applied the 
firm hand of undeviating retrenchment to 
every branch of public expenditure ; and, 
labouring under unparalleled impediments, 
you have perfevered with a vigour and inte- 


grity of which there was no example in the 





Faft. By this conduct you may juftly 





allume the merit of preferving the Carnatic, 
opprefled with the formidable invafion of 





native and European powers, and the more 
mortal wounds inflicted by the govern- 
> ments 
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ments that preceded yours. But merito- 


rious as retrenchment undoubtedly is, you 
feel the inefficiency of that alone to reftore 


the public vigour. Fifty lacks of pagodas 
remain due by your Prefidency, for fervices 
actually performed, or value received :— 
from that fum, when audited, you cannot 
polflibly make any diminution:—to attempt 





fuch a meatiure would forfeit the whole 
character of Government, or at leaft 


would be declaring the Indian Public in- 
folvent, and compelling their lawfui cre- 





ditors into a difreputable compofition. 





You have already heard the clamours ex- 
cited by fuppofed injuftice in the profecu- 


tion of ceconomical reform. ‘Too fevere a 





retrofpect is not always beneficial, and in 
the prefent inftance would prove deftructive 





of equity and public faith. Perhaps it may 
be better to look forward; and inftead of 


invalidating eftablifhed claims for paft fer- 
vices, to take care that every future charge 


fhall 
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{hall accord with that juft proportion which 
fhould ever exift between the difburfements 
and refources of the treafury. 








Your debts, on their prefent footing, are 
deitructive of all public welfare. With 
the wifdom and vigour which have diftin- 
guifhed your adminiftration, if the Go- 
vernment were in any degree permanent, 
one year’s revenue * of your country ought 
to equal their whole amount. Under a 
well-eftablifhed fyftem of public credit, fo 
inconfiderable a proportional fum, at the 
clofe of a calamitous war, would hardly 
caufe a perceptible inconvenience. But 
confider to whom, and in what manner, 
this amount 1s due :—it has been incurred 
in a feries of five years of protracted and 
growing arrears, in all the fractions of 
pay, batta, extra-charges, and allowances 
to Civilians, Contractors, Soldiers, Sepoys, 

















* About fifty lacks of pagodas, or 2,000,000 /. 


S 2 Arti- 
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Artificers, Camp-followers, and all defcrip- 
tions of men connected with the peace or 
war eftablifhment. If the unfortunate in- 
dividual, urged by fevere neceffity, though 
he muft not hope for money, fhould de- 
mand a certified ftatement, he is harafled 
with along and fruitlefs attendance ;—the 








auditor difputes his vouchers, and contefts 
If at length the certificate 
fhould be granted, it remains an utfelefs 
docket ; 


his claims. 








on the credit of which he can 





neither purchafe nor procure one {ingle 





article of life. Your Government has ex- 
hibited a political phenomenon, unprece- 
a State 


or Public indebted almoft to every per- 


dented in the annals of mankind 








fon in its fervice, and yet the functions 
of authority continuing unimpeded by any 





ferious commotion. Several circum{ftances 
however have fufficiently denoted the ha- 
zard of fuch a fituation. When the em- 
barraments refulting from a treafury ex- 
haufted, a country defolate, and a credit 

ruined 
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ruined in the profecution of a deftrudctive 





war, impelled you to direct that all allow- 
ances of batta fhould ceafe, at a period 
when the arrears of the army and diftrefles 





of the country rendered that indulgence 
peculiarly indifpenfable, the remonftrances 
and vigorous meafures adopted by the mili- 
tary evinced the public danger of uniting 
the individuals of a community againft the 
Government. There is but one alterna- 





tive ;—you muft either liquidate the arrears 
due to your eftablifhment, or you muft rifk 
the lofs of India. If Europe and Bengal 
unwifely fhould withhold their aid, that 
liquidation cannot poffibly take place but by 


the re-eftablifhment of your own credit and 
finance: thefe, as well as commerce, are the 














offspring of cultivation and manufacture, 
which can exift only by induftry and popu- 
lation. Your endeavours to re-eftablith that 


natural relation of things have already 
crowned the meafures of your adminiftra- 








tion ; and when carried to their full comple- 
O 3 tion, 
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tion, will add, to the merit of having pre- 
ferved the Carnatic from deftruction, the 
diftinguifhed character of having reftored 
it to profperity. 


It would ill become me in addreffing the 
Government of an extenfive country, to 
enlarge on the detail of means by which 
this reftoration may be effected. Permit 
me, however, to fuggeft, that the legiflative, 
judicial, and executive regulations neceflary 
to the profperity of an Indian Government 
are neither complicated nor refined. There 
is one maxim peculiarly applicable to that 
country,—that there is no evil more dreaded 
than innovation, nor any duty more facred 
with the natives than cuftom. Let this 
truth then be the unalterable beacon and 
directory in all plans of renovation refpe&- 
ing India, where the continued repeals and 
fluctuations incident to European efta- 


bliihments excite the utmoft dread and de- 
te{tation. 














2 The 
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The mode of reftoring profperity to your 


territories, is, in my opinion, extremely 





fimple. ‘Thefe countries experienced the 
refinements of civil polity and regulation 
fuited to their condition, ages before they 


even heard the name of European. You 





have only to reftore the general form and 
tenor of the Indian jurifprudence; and 
where that fyftem, over-rating the preten- 
fions of fuperior cafts, tends to the viola- 
tion of natural law and public welfare, 
enactments 





there the rigour of Gentoo 
fhould be mitigated, without deftroying the 
eftablifhed order and gradations of the 
country. Protect the poor from the op- 
preflion of the great, reftrain the defpotic 





violence of the mative leaders, and let every 
one within the limits of the Englith influ- 
ence feel that he is fafe in his property, 
his perfon, and his life. If this were actu- 
ally the cafe, the hufbandman, the labourer, 
the manufacturer, and the merchant, would 
very foon fly from every corner of Indof- 

O 4 tan, 
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tan, to take fhelter under a government that 


refpected the facred rights and eftablifhed 
inftitutions of their anceftors, while it af- 





forded perfonal fecurity and independence, 
the offspring of an Englifh polity. 


The country ftill abounds fo much with 
fheep and cattle, that the full complement 
for all the purpofes of labour and fub- 
fiftence would foon be procured; the 


towns and villages would be repeopled, and 
the fields recultivated with a rapidity un- 


known in other climates. Such 1s the 


natural fertility of thofe countries, and fo 
{trong their propenfity to reproduCtion, 
that the quick renewal of abundance, induf- 


try, and commerce, is the neceflary con- 


fequence of fecurity ; which implies the 
protection of every one in the pofieflion of 


his own, by reftraining all from the forcible 


or fraudulent appropriation of that which 
belongs not to themfelves. Neither is the 
celebrated Dr. Smith’s remark lefs worthy of 


obferv— 
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obfervance, that it is the height of imper- 


tinence, even for any public body, to inter- 





fere in the private concerns of individuals. 
How much more pernicious muft the 
preflure of that fyftem be, which delegates to 





every fubordinate inftrument of public au- 
thority, that privilege of individual inter- 
ference, not for public welfare, but for 
felfifh purpofes, at the expence of the pro- 
perty and induftry of the fubject! 


While the Company holds the territorial 


management of the country, it is to be 





dreaded that this happy renovation cannot 
be accomplifhed; becaufe your civil fer- 
vants, by the conftitution of your eftablifh- 
ment, are under no reftraint, excepting thofe 
of their own fentiments. Every one knows 
that orders are nugatory where there is 
no punifhment for difobedience, and the 
fevereft denunciation of your difpleafure 
againft a civil fervant, only difmifies him 
from a fervice, which the very act that 


incurs 
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incurs your cenfure probably enables and 
inclines him to relinguifh. The expedi- 





ent of military interference in the bufinefs 
of interior management, is ftill a more 


egregious violation of all good policy and 


public truft. 
are far more proper to be charged with 





For though military men 





fpecific orders than Civilians, being an- 
fwerable for difobedience with their lives ; 
yet the exertion of the military arm inthe 


detail of civil regulation implies a total 
abrogation of all civil rights, and declares 





aloud that no power prevails but that of 





force. 


You have already found, that ruinous 
as both thefe modes undoubtedly are, they 
feem mild and reputable, in comparifon 


with the only other means of management 
that it has hitherto been found practicable 


to adopt with fuccefs in any part of India— 





the delegation of territorial authority to 


native Agents, and black Renters, who 








have 
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have no tie whatever of character, per- 
manency, or fituation, to reftrain them 
from the commiflion of outrages too atro- 
cious for any European imagination to 
tuggeft. What then remains but to per- 
form an act of equal policy and jutftice? 
To redeem the 





Englifh name from the 
general imputation under which it labours, 
of violating the rights and honour of our 
beft adherents, of coveting the pofleffions 
of friend and foe*, and of a total inca- 
pacity, from fituation and conftant change 
of fyftem, to manage what we fo unjufti- 
fiably acquire? Difprove the allegation, 
reftore the country and the fovereignty to 





* The hardfhips and humiliation which have been en- 
dured by the Nabob of Arcot, by the Rajah of Tanjore, 
by the Nabob of Bengal, and by the Mogul himfelft, 
while under the protection of the Enghifth, afford the 
ftrongeft grounds for other Princes of India to dread an 
intimate connexion with us. At the fame time it muft be 
confefl:d, that many powerful arguments may be adduced 
for retaining the interior management of the countries 
within our influence. 








its 
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its rightful owner the Nabob* ;—eman- 
cipate the Rajah of Tanjore, and all other 
Rajahs, Princes, and Zemindars, belong- 








ing to your Coaft, from the vexatious inter- 
ference of the civil, and from the rough 
afflumptions of the military power;—em- 
ploy the former in the proper duties of 
their ftation, in the bufinefs of office and 
inveftment ; and in purfuance of your fa- 
vourite fyftem of retrenchment, reduce 
their numbers to the proportional diminu- 
tion of demand for their fervices: would 
they acquire fortune, let them afpire to it, 
not in the {poils of diftricts, but in the pro- 
fecution of commercial operation. As for 
the latter, confine them to their garrifons, 
{tations, and cantonments; fuffer them not 
to be fcattered through the country, and 
remind them that their bufinefs is not ufury 





and exaction, but difcipline and war. In 


* ‘This cannot be fuppofed to take place until the pe- 
riod for which the Nabob’s revenues were afligned to the 
Company be elapfed, and until the obje&t of that affign- 
ment be fulfilled. 


order 
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order that this falutary alteration may be 
attended with popularity and effect, their 
profeflional emoluments ought to be {fuf- 
ficient, without any aid from indirect ac- 


quirement. 


Should the Nabob, the Rajahs, or the 
Z.emindars, take advantage of your indul- 
gences, and endeavour to withhold their 
{tipulated payments; fhew them that lenity 
and juftice are neither the offspring of 
indolence nor weaknefs: but, on the firt 
fymptoms of their perfiftance in fuch de- 
lays, march a body of troops to enforce 
your orders, make them pay the expences 
of the expedition, and teach them that you 





will not fuffer intentional mifcondu€ to pafs 
unpunifhed. You have likewife to reftrain 
every clafs of Europeans, the merchant 
only excepted, from mingling with the 
natives; for when they are familiarifed with 
our practices, they ceafe to refpe& our 
virtues in the juft abhorrence of our crimes. 


Above 
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Above all, let it never be forgotten, that in 
the prefent ftate of national depravity, 
wherever a latitude of power 1s lodged, 





whether in civil or military hands, the eye 
of juftice muft be more piercing, and her 
{word more feverely pointed againít delin- 
quency, before you can hope to reftrain the 


repetition of abufe. 


"The reftitution of the revenues and 


fovereignty to the Nabob, will no doubt 
be oppofed, on the former grounds of 
unwife and prodigal adminiftration; af- 
furedly, however, this evil may be remedied. 


You will alfo recolleét, that the wafte 
and prodigality of the Durbar atrofe from 


the rapacioufnefs of Europeans, who never 
ceafed to prey upon the Nabob; but mifi- 


fortune has fallen heavy onthe hoary head 


of Mahomed Ally; the picture of Euro- 
pean treachery is drawn in colours too 
{trong to be effaced from his remem- 


brance. At any rate let him be removed 
from 
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from the Prefidency, the chief feat of 
intrigue and corruption, and Europeans; 
let him be re-eftablifhed in the ancient 
capital of his Government; let that capital 
be reftored to its former fplendor: he will 
there be refcued from the ruinous inter- 
courfe of powerful and defigning adven- 
turers, and the country will rejoice that 


there is again a rightful Sovereign. 


But it will be afked, How fhall you re- 
{train the Nabob’s Government from the 
detail of individual oppreflions, arbitrary 
exactions, and frequent violations of the 





rights of property and perfons, incident to 
all Afiatic inftitutions? To thefe let me 
anfwer, that the protection of the country, 
and an adequate appropriation of the reve- 
nues for the fupport of your eftablifhment 





remaining in your hands, it becomes you 
to preferve a controlling authority fufficient 
to reftrain abufe. The annual amount of 
fums due, fervices to be performed, rents 
to 
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to be paid to the Circar, and grofs produce 
of every village or Muganum on the Coaft, 
have been accurately recorded for ages in 
the Cutcherries, or public Courts of the 
diftriats. Should a Manager or Renter 
exact more than that ftipulated or wonted 
fum, refer to thefe records as the common 





and ftatute law of the country, in all cales 





of revenue: if the means of private admo- 
nition to the Durbar fhould fail, let your 
Board or Government be the tribunal 





before which the caufe is cognifable in the 
laft refort; for it is prefumed that no infe- 
rior jurifdiction could give fentence be- 
tween the Nabob and his fubjects. Should 


any fervant of the Circar attempt to feize 





the property, or reftrain the perfon of an 
let 
inferior means of juftice fail, have ultimate 





the injured party, if all 


inhabitant, 





recourfe to the fame fuperior and control- 





ling power: let the rulers and the ruled 
feel, that under the fanction of an Enghifh 
Government, the poor as well as the rich 
are 
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are entitled to protection. It will leave 
nothing to be added to the merits of your 
Government, if you curb oppreffion, and 
caufe the pure ftreams of Englifh juftice to 
unite with Indian jurifprudence, and both 
to flow in the channels of facred, immemo- 
rial ufage. 





It muft be confeffed, that the power to 
reftrain, implies alfo the power to commit 
abufe; and if fuch minifters of public 
vengeance as involved the Carnatic in the 
war with Hyder, were again to conftitute 
the Government, it would be fruitlefs to 
fugeeft a thought of reformation. But this 
letter 1s addreffed to a Board diftinguifhed 
by rigorous and perfevering integrity: we 
all know, that your minds cannot be 
{wayed by any improper confideration; and 
that the animoflity of party, though it may 
diftract, has not been able to prevent your 
earnef{t endeavours for the public welfare. 
It may farther be prefumed, that the atten- 








T tion 
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tion of the nation is fo awake to the ftate 
of India, that the fuccefflion to the Govern- 


ment in the different Prefidencies will 
henceforth be compofed of able and upright 


men; or elfe, that all expectation of pre- 
ferving thefe fettlements will for ever be 


relinguifhed. 





Another circumftance is particularly de- 
ferving of confideration. It is a truth pal- 





pable to every mind at all acquainted with 
political ceconomy, that no country what- 
ever is more favourably fituated for the fup- 
port of public credit, and extenfive circula- 
tion, than India. The mafs of treafure has 
been fo widely diffufed, the avowed poflet- 


fion of private property is fo infecure, and 
the mode of pecuniary tranfaGtions fo dif- 
advantageous, 





on 
whofe integrity and ftability the natives durft 


that any Government 


rely, might form the greateft bank of depofit 
on the globe. ‘To the influence derivable 
from fuch an inftitution, would be added 

7 the 
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the benefits of circulating bank or public 
fecurities in lieu of fpecie. ‘Thafe benefits 





are proportioned to the extent of country 








in which fuch notes or fecurities can have 
currency, to the quantity that may be fafely 
iffued, and to the length of time that they 
may remain in circulation, as well as to 





the gain derivable from the intermediate 
application of money, when not needed 
in the bank. The profit on bills of ex- 
change, difcounting bills, granting cafh 
accounts, and other operations of banking 











companies, are alfo confiderable. In all 
thefe particulars, India poffeffes peculiar 
advantages: the range of circulation is 
more extenfive, the probable period of the 
notes returning into bank more diftant, 





the rate of money higher, the tranfactions 
more numerous, and the profits on each 
tranfaction greater than in any other coun- 
try. Had fuch an eftablifhment of public 
fecurity exifted fix years ago, your Prefi- 
dency could not have fallen into the ftate 


T 2 of 
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of degradation whichit has experienced; nor 


would it have been oppreffed with a mafs of 
paltry debts, whofe amount on their prefent 





footing may poflibly overthrow the Govern- 


ment; but which, with the aid of fuch a bank, 


could not for a moment have obftructed the 
career of public fervice. In that event, Hy- 





der, fo far from ravaging your country, and 


menacing you within the walls of Madras, 





would have been quickly driven from the 








Carnatic and from his own dominions. 


Such an eftablifhment would attach all 
clafles by the ties of private benefit; it 





would fubject to your influence every 
prince in India, by enabling youto fupply 








his wants, or to fupport his adverfaries, 





according as his conduét merited your 
friendfhip or excited your refentment. If 
fimilar proceedings have exalted the Seets 








and other private Soucars throughout In- 
doftan, to a weight and influence little fhort 
of princely power, what might we not 


expect 
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expect from the operation of fuch a ma- 
chine, in the hands of a Government 
whefe wifdom, juftice, and ftability, fhould 


entitle it to public confidence *? 


If we might venture to fuppofe that thefe 
fuggeftions fhould ever grow into effect, 
we fhould no longer have occafion to dread 
the courts of India meditating our expul- 
fion; for the adoption of a fyftem formed 
on thefe principles implies fuch vigour of 
interior management, fuch encreafing opu- 
lence, fuch ftrictnefs in the detail of ex- 
penditure, {fuch refpectability of warlike 
preparation, and fo dire& a courfe of liberal 
policy towards all the country powers, as 
would either remove their enmity, or elfe 
evince their incapacity to fubvert a fabric 
built upon fo fure a bafis. 





* No degree of energy and re€litude in any individual 


Governor can pofflibly produce the benefits in queftion ; 
it is the energy and rectitude of long eftablifhed fyftem 


alone, from whence they can be derived. 


a 3 { have 
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I have now, my Lord and Gentlemen, 
laid before you the condition of your 
fouthern provinces, and the tenor of public 
proceedings fince you honoured me with 
that command. After having ftated fairly 





the embarrafiments under which we la- 
boured, and the means employed to over- 
come them, I have dwelt with no lefs 


pleafure than acknowledgment on the ex- 





Irwin at 
the head of your fouthern revenues, of Mr. 


Digby, Mr. Hippifley, and Mr. Orpin, in 


ertions of Mr. Sulivan and Mr. 








other departments of civil fervice; I have 
repeated the fentiments of obligation due to 





Colonel Stuart, Colonel Forbes, and the 
other fenror officers of the army, for the 





firenuous fupport received from them. It 





has alfo been my particular endeavour to 
imprefs your minds with a ftrong and laft- 





ing fenfe of the merits of your fouthern 
troops, and I fhall feel the higheft fatisfac-— 
tion if my reprefentations fhall procure for 


them 
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them any portion of your indulgence, due 





by indifputable claims. 


With regard to the obfervations fubfe- 
quent to the narrative of thofe proceedings 
in which the foutheérn army was engaged» 





they refer to the caufes which occafioned 
the decline of our affairs upon the Coafit, 





and to the conduét that appears beft fuited 
to prevent a repetition of fimular difafters. 
Thefe confiderations, and the motives which 
have induced me to fubmit my opinion to 
your Honourable Board, will, I truft, in- 
cline you to receive them with indulgence, 
as the well-intended fuggeftions of one 





whofe zeal to promote the public fervice 
exceeds either his abilities or opportunities 
of information on this complicated and ım- 
portant fubject. Few perfons however have 
enjoyed more favourable occafions of en- 
quiry into the local circumftances of thofe 
territories: I am confcious too, that my 


mind has neither been influenced by preju- 


T 4 dice 
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dice nor partiality. It only remains that 
I fhould apologife for the tedioufnefs of this 


addrefs, and repeat my warmeft acknow- 





ledgments for the very flattering marks of 


public confidence which you were pleafed 
Moft cordially do I wifh 
as the beft expreflion of my gratitude, that 





to repofe in me. 


the vigour, ability, and integrity of con- 
duct by which your Prefident has been 
enabled to preferve the countries under 
your direction, may procure to you the 
diftinguifhed honour of retrieving the Eng- 


lifh interefts in the Faft. 





I {hall now take my leave of your Lord- 


fhip and the Board, and bid adieu to the 
fubject of India. 





I have the honour to be, Fc. 
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N° I. 


Daraporam, rft June 1783. 


MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN, 

Have the honour to inform your Lord- 
fhip and the Board that the army en- 
camped before this place on the thirtieth 
(afternoon), having made a march of 
twelve hours. We immediately infpected 
the ground adjoining to the fort, and at 
three in the morning proceeded with fome 


Euro- 
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Europeans and two battalions of Sepoys to 
take pofleflion of a very {trong poft on the 


weftern fide of the river, within three hun- 
dred yards of the fort. The men were under 


cover before day-light; we opened a {mall 


mortar battery at eight in the morning, a 
three gun battery before three in the after- 


moon, and effected a breach about fix 





oœ clock. Parties were fent round the fort 
and pettah to prevent the efcape of the 


enemy, who did not venture to ftand a 








{ftorm, and the grenadiers entered at day- 
break this morning. 


We have {pared the life of every perfon 
in the place, and have turned out all the 





lower clafs of people ; but have thought it 
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grain in the fort and pettah, which might 


prove of eflential confequence in the ex- 





ecution of your orders for offenfive ope- 
rations to the weftward. A very large 


army might be fubfifted in this neigh- 





there is alfo 





bourhood for a campaign: 
of powder and fhot in 
here. I fhall have the 


honour to tranfmit a particular ftate of the 





a large fupply 





the m agazines 





place, as foon as it can be prepared; and 
fhall then take the liberty of fubmitting to 






your confideration my ideas of the eminent 
advantages that will refult from the profe- 
cution of your orders to the weftward, 





provided you fhall judge it expedient to 
fend fuch a reinforcement to this army as 





may enable us to fecure fome places of im- 
portance in the enemy’s country, and at 
the fame time to meet his army in the 
field. Should you, my Lord and Gen- 
tlemen, determine in favour of this mea- 
fure, I may venture to aflert that the con- 
fequences will not be lefs beneficial than 

honour- 
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honourable: but in the prefent ftate of this 





force, I cannot prefume to promife any per- 
manent advantage. 





and the Select Committee, Fort St. George. 
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N° II. 


Pandalamcourchy, 13th Aug. 1783- 


MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN, 





N aníwer to your letter of the eighth 
of July, I had the honour on the nine- 
teenth of July to inform your Lordíhip 
and the Honourable Board of my intention 
to proceed to Dindigul, in order to wait 
your farther commands in that place; and 
on the twenty-fifth and twenty-feventh of 
July the army marched in divifions from 
‘Tritchinopoly by the route of Touracour- 
chy; for there was not a fufficiency of 
water by the fhorter road of Manapar. 




















At Touracourchy I received a public 
letter from Mr. Sulivan, containing a for- 
mal requifition that I fhould move the army 
into the Mellore diftri€ts, and from thence 








proceed 
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proceed myfelf with the detachment to 
Shevigunga, in order to enforce the pay- 
ment of the tribute due in that country. 


Your Lordfhip and the Honourable 
Board, in your letter of the eighth of 
July, were pleafed to give me a difcretion- 
ary power of proceeding either to Dindi- 
gul or to any other place that might tend 
moft effectually to enable this army to carry 
offenfive operations into execution, in the 
event of ‘Tippoo’s refufing to accede to the 
terms of accommodation that have been 
In addition therefore to the 
weight of Mr. Sulivan’s arguments on this 





offered to him. 


occafion, and to the refpe& at all times due 
to his opinion, I conceived it to be my duty 





to comply with the requifition in queftion, 
as it did not interfere with any orders I had 
received, but on the contrary tended to 
promote every object of fervice that this 
army could have in view. 





We 
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We arrived at Mellore on the fecond of 
Auguft, and from thence proceeded to 





Shevigunga with an efcort, whither two 
battalions were previoufly detached. On 
their approach, the Rajah and his Mini- 
{ters fled to the woods of Callacoil, and 
could not be prevailed upon to return; 





but in the courfe of four days I was lucky 
enough, in Mr. Sulivan’s name, and with 
his fanction, to bring them into an arrange- 
ment; of which Mr. Sulivan will commu- 


nicate the particulars to your Lordfhip and 


the Board, and which I hope will meet 
with your approbation. 


At Shevigunga I received a public Let- 
ter from Mr. Irwin, urging the movement 
of the army into the ‘Tinivelly country, 
in order to reprefs the infolence of the Po- 
lygars, and afluring me that by this move- 
ment he would be enabled to collect a very 





confiderable fum forthe urgent neceflity of 





the troops: about the fame time I was 
informed 
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informed that the military ftores preparing 
at Tanjore, and the detachment under 
Colonel Stuart, could not reach Dindigul 
fooner than the twenty-fifth of Auguft. I 


therefore, with the advice of Mr. Sulivan, 





determined to comply with Mr. Irwin’s 
requifition, and to employ the interval in 
procuring fuch fupplies for the army as 
might enable me to carry into execution 


any orders you may be pleafed to give me. 





I withdrew the troops from Shevigunga 
on the eighteenth, and joined the army at 
A battalion was left in Mel- 
lore, for the purpofe of collection, and 


"Trepatchetty. 





the remaining force marched by Pallamerry 
and Naiglapour to Pandalamcourchy, where 
we arrived yefterday at two o’clock P. M. 
after marching eighty miles in four days™*. 
The quicknefs of thefe marches had not 


given Catabomanaig time to return from 





Æ The detachment from Shevigunga marched above one 
hundred miles in four days. 


the 








the fiege of Chocumpetty ; but we found 
in his fort about two thoufand armed 
men, who fhut their gates, and manned 
their walls again{ft us. I therefore refolved 


to attack them immediately ; for Catabo-=- 
manaig was very foon expected himfelf, 





with eight thoufand men. We opened a 


four gun battery at four o'clock P. M. 





breached before feven, and after a fevere 
conteft, took poflefion during the night. 


Notwithftanding the precautions that were 
taken, and the corps that we had {ftationed 
on the different faces of the fort, the troops 
were fo fatigued that many of the enemy 
effected their efcape. We have found about 
fourteen guns, and a quantity of powder in 





the place, as well as fome money, grain, 


and bullocks. ‘The military ftores fhall be 


appropriated to the public fervice, and the 
other articles diftributed to the troops, or 


ceftroyed. 


During the {hort time we have to remain 


in this province, I fhall ufe every effort to 
U execute 
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execute fuch objets of fervice as Mr. Irwin 
fhall point out; for by doing fo I have no 
doubt that the arrangements of the country 
will very foon be completed by his zeal 
and abilities, and that the army, which is 
already largely indebted to his exertions, 
will be amply fupplied with money and 
means of conveyance, and enabled to reach 
Dindigul, as foon as the military ftores at 
Tanjore, and the detachment under Colonel 
Stuart, can arrive at that place. 








I have now, my Lord and Gentlemen, 
laid before you the proceedings in which 
the army has been engaged fince I had the 
honour of addrefling you laft. It will afford 
me the moft fincere fatisfaCtion, if in thefe 
particulars my conduc fhall merit your ap- 
probation, and in any degree tend to give 
effet to your intentions refpe€ting the fu- 
ture operations of the fouthern troops. 


I have, Fc. 


(Signed) W. FULLARTON, 


To the Right Hon. the Governor and Prefident, 
and the Select Committee, Fort St. George. 
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N’ III. 


Camp at Shevigerry, 3d Sept. 1783. 
MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN, 
Had the honour on the thirteenth of 
Auguft to inform your Lordíhip and 
the Honourable Board, of the motives that 





induced me to move the army from Trit- 
chinopoly to Pandalamcourchy, and of the 
reduction of that place. Since that time I 
have been conftantly employed in ufing 





every effort in my power to bring the Po- 





lygars into proper terms of arrangement for 
their arrears, fo as to enable Mr. Irwin to 
fettle the affairs of this province to the 
advantage of the Company, and to fupply 





the army with a fufficient fum for its 
intended operations. As the Polygars re- 
mained extremely dilatory, notwithftanding 





the reduction of Pandalamcourchy, it was 
found neceflary to march to this place, 
U 2 where 
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where the Shevigerry-chief was joined by 





Catabomanaig and two other Polygars, and 
had all together not lefs than fix thoufand 





people. On the approach of the army they 


retired from the town of Shevigerry to the 
Comby; a ftrong hold in the mountains, 


which never had been attacked, and which 
they conceived to be impregnable. 


Mr. Irwin concurred with me in think- 
ing that areafonable accommodation would 
be more for the Company's intereft than 


to reduce the place by ftorm. On this 


principle I remained four days in fruitlefs 
negociation with thefe refractory Polygars, 


and even fubmitted to truft myfelf alone 
among them, in hopes of bringing their 


bufinefs to an amicable termination. But 





finding all my efforts ineffectual, I was un- 
der the neceffity of ufing force. 


The Comby is fituated in the recefs of an 


amphitheatre of very high rocks and moun- 
tains, 
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tains, and defended in front by a very 





{trong work, mounting eight guns, and 
covered by four miles of thick jungle, inter- 
fected with barriers and ravines; the whole 
being inclofed from the country with a high 
embankment. 


The attack commenced yefterday morn- 
ing at feven o’clock. We were fo fortu- 
nate as to carry the bank, which the 
enemy had lined with many thoufand men, 
and to drive them into the woods: we 
then proceeded to cut a road through the 
jungle, and effected this fervice in feven 
hours, under a continual fire of mufketry 
and repeated fallies of the enemy, who 
were feldom farther from our front than 





thirty or forty yards, and feveral times 
rufhed upon our people with their pikes, 
but were as often repulfed. As {oon 





as we had forced our way to the foot 
of the high mountain that commands the 
Comby to the fouthward, we advanced to 


U 3 gain 
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gain the fummit, and by fix o’clock we 
had driven the enemy from their pofts 
upon the eminence; and from thence we 
kept up fuch a fire upon the Comby that 
they were forced to abandon the place, and 
to retreat through rocks and thickets, 
where it was impoffible for us to purfue 
them with any effect : we have found eight 
guns, three elephants, and a large quan- 
tity of grain. I cannot fay too much in 
commendation of the officers and men in 
this bufinefs; and am happy to add, that 
if we confider the ftrength of the place, 
our lofs is extremely inconfiderable, as will 
appear from the enclofed copy of the killed 


and wounded. 





I am in hopes, my Lord and Gentlemen, 
that this fuccefs will bring all the Poly- 
gars into an immediate arrangement with 
Mr. Irwin; for the letter of the eighth 
of Auguft which I have juft received from 
your Lordfhip and the Honourable Board, 
3 and 
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and the approach of the detachment under 





Colonel Elphinfton towards Tritchinopoly, 
renders it impoflible for me to think of 





remaining any longer in this quarter; and 
I fhall in confequence move the army im- 


mediately to Dindigul, in order to carry 
forward thofe important operations which 


you have been pleafed to dire@ me to pur- 





fue from thence. 


I {hall think myfelf particularly fortu- 
nate if my movement to the Tinivelly 
country, and the operations that have taken 





place fince my arrival, fhall be honoured 


with your approbation, and tend to give 
effect to your expectation from the South- 
ward. 





I have, irc. 


(Signed) 





W. FULLARTON, 


To the Right Hon. the Governor and Prefident, 
and the Select Committee, Fort St. George. 


UW 4. 
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N°? IV. 





Fort of Palagatcherry, 15th Nov. 1783. 
MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN, 
Had the honour on the eighteenth of 
October to inform your Lordfhip and 
the Honourable Board, that I had received 





official information from ‘Tellicherry of a 
breach of faith, and a recommencement of 
hoftility on the part of Tippoo Saib, againft 
Mangalore. The critical fituation of that 





important place, and the tenor of my in- 





fiructions, induced me to move towards 
Palagatcherry, in order to reduce a fort of 
fuch effential confequence to the Englifh 
intere{fts in India, and at the fame time to 
produce, if poffible, a diverfion in favour of 





Mangalore. 


After various difficulties in cutting our 
way near twenty miles through the foreft 


of 
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of Annamally (a jungle till then confidered 


as impenetrable for an army), the advance 





of the line reached this place on the fecond 
of November; but the badnefs of the 
roads and inceflant rains prevented the rear 
of the army with the battering guns from 
arriving till the ninth. I found the fort 
covered by a refpectable glacis with a good 





covert way, a very broad and deep ditch 





completely reveted, a large berme, and a 





very ftrong commanding rampart. The 


figure of this fort is nearly quadrangular, 





the dimenfions of its faces are 528 feet by 
432; each angle is defended by a capacious 
round baftion with feven or nine embra- 
fures, and a baftion of a fimilar conftruc- 
tion on the centre of each curtain; it has 
only one entrance, pafling through three 
gateways, mounts twenty-nine guns on the 





works, and contained a garrifon of near 


four thoufand men. 





On 
bs 
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On the thirteenth, we opened two bat- 
teries of fix heavy guns each, one on the 
eaft and the other on the north face;—the 





enemy’s fire was foon filenced, and their 
defences deftroyed. At night, Captain 
Maitland, with a part of the four flank 
battalions under his command, took advan- 
tage of a heavy rain to drive the befieged 
from the covert way. He was fo for- 
tunate as to fucceed, and purfued them 
within the firft and as far as the fecond gate- 
way; there he was ftopped; but main- 
tained his ground with great f{pirit and abi- 
lity, until an addition of troops arrived. 
The enemy was fo much alarmed with this 
mode of attack, that they called out for 
quarter, and put us in poffefhon of a fort 
capable of making a long and defperate 





refiftance. 


We have found 50,0coc pagodas in the 
place, befides a confiderable ftock of grain, 


powder, fhot, and military ftores: returns 


of 
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of thefe articles, together with an accu- 
rate plan of the fort, and of tle attack, 





{hall be tranf{mitted as foon as they can 
poflibly be prepared; in the mean while a 
fe€tion of the north face is enclofed. Our 
loís on the occafion was extremely incon- 





fiderable, as you will perceive by the an- 
nexed return of killed and wounded. 


I have been minute, my Lord and 
Gentlemen, in the defcription of this place, 
becaufe its confequence and local fituation 
are not accurately known to Europeans. 
The pofleffion of it commands a fertile and 





extenfive diftrid, the adjacent forefts abound 
with the fineft teek timber in India, and 


the river of Paniani is at hand to float it to 
the Malabar fea. ‘The pofition of this 


place equally menaces the poffeflions of 











Tippoo on the weftern coaft and towards 
Myfore, by the route of Coimbatour and 


Gudgereddy. ‘The movements of this 


army, almoft without money, conveyance, 
or 
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Joo 


or fubfiftence, except what we procured on 
our progrefs, afford fuflictent proof that 
magazines of grain eftablifhed here would 
enable armies to march with confidence and 
fecurity from the coaft of Coromandel to 





that of Malabar, and thus bring the military 
refources of Madras and Bombay into one 


point of union and effec, 


I have fet the Killidar and the garrifon 
at liberty, with their fide arms and private 
baggage, and am ufing every effort to put 
the place into the beft ftate of defence, as 
well as to prepare every department of the 
army for more important operations; as I 
am very lately informed by Brigadier Ge- 
neral Macleod, that Fippoo Saib is ftill 
blockading Mangalore, and is determined 
if poffible to reduce it. ‘This has induced 
the Prefidency of Bombay to give orders 
that General Macleod fhall ufe every effort 


to fave that important fortrefs. I have 
the honour to forward a letter from Ge- 


neral 
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neral Macleod to the Right Honourable the 
Prefident on this fubject. 


The Rajah of Calicut, or reprefentative 
of the ancient Zamorins, is now with me, 
and we receive much affiftance from the Bra- 
mins and other inhabitants of this country, 
on whom I beftow every mark of favour 


and protection, in order as much as in my 
power to preferve the Englifh name from 
the {tain too often incurred by violence and 


oppreflion: I have likewife received the 
{trongeft affurance of friendfhip and fupport 


from the different Rajahs on the Malabar 
coaft. I have written to Sir Edward 


Hughes, to Brigadier General Macleod, 
and to the Chief of Tellicherry, foliciting 
moft earneftly a fupply of battering guns, 
powder, fhot, and other military ftores, 





which could eafily be fent to me by the 





route of Calicut. Should thefe requifitions 


be complied with, and the war with Tip- 
poo 
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poo be continued, I have little doubt of 
being able to march to Seringapatam in 
hopes of deciding this deftruCtive conteft at 


the gates of his capital. But fhould your 
Lordfhip and the Honourable Board de- 


cide on meafures of immediate pacification, 


and with to preferve poflefflion of the coun- 





try between this place and ‘Tritchinopoly, 
it is eafily within my power to fulfil thefe 





views, by falling back to Coimbatour and 
Frode; for thefe places, in addition to the 


country already reduced, would adda re- 
venue of 700,0007. per annum, and extend 
the Englifh territory almoft entirely acrofs 
the peninfula. 








The very preffing neceffities of the offi- 
cers and troops have obliged me to take 


upon myfelf to order a diftribution of the 
money found in the fort, which I am aware 





is a meafure that may pofflibly involve me 
in perfonal inconvenience ; but which I 








prefume no perfon will venture to attribute 
to 
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to any private confideration, when it is 


explained that I have not, on my own ac- 
count, received nor ftated any charge to the 


public fince my arrival in India; but am 
applying to the exigencies of the fervice 
every fraction I can either borrow or pro- 


cure, 


I havealready informed your Lordfhip and 


the Honourable Board of the very {fpirited 
condu&t by which Captain Maitland of the 
feventy-eighth regiment accelerated the fall 





of the place. ‘The exertions of Lieutenant 


Colonel Kelly, during the courfe of the at- 
tack, claim my warmeft thanks. Liecute- 
nant Colonel Elphinftone was field-officer 


of the trenches on the night of the thir- 
teenth, and conducted the operations in a 





manner worthy of his long fervice and high 
military character. It would be difhcult 








for me to do juftice to the merits of Colo- 





nel Stuart and Colonel Forbes, on this and 
every other occafion, 





Captain 
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Captain Byres the chief engineer is en- 


titled to my beft thanks for his labours and 
ability. 


Ihave, Ur 


(Signed) W. FULLARTON. 





To the Right Hon. the Prefident and Governor, 
and Select Committee, Fort St. George. 
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N°’ V. 





Camp at Dindigul, April 26th, 1784. 


MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN, 





N obedience to your orders of the fif- 
teenth of April, I have confidered with 
the utmoft attention the important objects 
held forth by your Lordfhip and the 
Board; and I beg leave to affure you of my 
beft efforts to fuggeft and to promote fuch 
meafures and arrangements as may tend 
moft effectually to eftablifh a permanent 








fyftem of protection and defence through-~ 
out the fouthern countries, to reduce as 
much as may be practicable the military 
expences of the fouthern eftablifhment, and 


to enable the army to affemble and to move 








with effect on any emergency. ‘Thefe I 
conceive to be the effential points on which 
X 





you 











you. 


With refpect to the allotment of troops 
for the different garrifons to the fouthward, 
I prefume that two complete battalions in 





Tanjore, and one in each of the forts of 


Tritchinopoly, Madura, Palamcottah, Ram- 





nad, and MKalicoil, including ‘Tripatore, 


will be fufficient for the ordinary duties of 
the place. 


It is not in my power at prefent to con- 
fult with Mr. Sulivan and Mr. Irwin on the 





proportion of troops that they may judge 





neceflary for the collection of revenue in 
the different dilftricts; I muft therefore beg 
leave to refer in this particular to the opi- 
nions which they may tranfmit to your 
Lordfhip and the Board. Should Mr. Suli- 
van ftate that the four or five battalions of 
Tanjore Sebbendies are adequate to the 


purpofe of collection in that country; and 
fhould 
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fhould Mr. Irwin be fatisfied with two bat- 


talions for the current tranfaCtions of the 
provinces under his management; it will 
next remain to be confidered what Sepoy 


force in cantonment will enfure the fafety 
and defence of thefe extenfive territories. 


It muft not be forgotten that the countries 
of ‘Tritchinopoly, Madura, Tinivelly, and 





Marawa, contain above one hundred thou- 
fand Colleries and Polygars in arms, natu- 


rally brave, and habitually impatient of all 
regular government. 


The Englifh poffeflions and refources to 
the fouthward have been fo recently en- 
dangered and impaired by the rebellious 
{fpirit of thefe favages, that I fhall never 
prefume to be refponfible for the efficacy of 
any arrangement of defence, until the moft 
refractory of them are difarmed, their 
woods and {trong holds laid open, and their 
forts occupied on the very firft appearance 


of difobedience, or difrefpeG& to the Circar. 
X 2 In 











308 APPrPESN PI a. 


In conjunction with this primary mea- 
fure of fecurity, I have no doubt that fix 
battalions of Sepoys, cantoned with an ef- 
ficient force of Europeans near ‘Tritchino- 





poly, and ready to be detached as occafion 
might require, would fulfil every public 
purpofe that could occur within the pro- 
vinces. Here I muft obferve, that many 
eminent advantages will arife to the fervice 
from this propofed mode of anfwering all 
requifitions for troops by detachments from 
the cantonments, inftead of appointing bat- 
talions to permanent ftations, which impairs 
their difcipline, and is productive of various 


1nconveniencies. 


Confidering the public interefts no farther 
than as internal and defenfive arrangements 
are in queftion, it will appear to your 
Lordfhip and the Board by this ftatement, 


together with the enclofed return of regular 








and irregular corps ferving fouth of the 
Coleroon, that four battalions, including the 
detach- 
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detachments of the twelfth and eighteenth, 
can be withdrawn from hence, and that a 
body of Mogulleys, Independents, Irregu- 
larss and troops belonging to His High- 
neís the Nabob, amounting to ten thoufand 
men, may be immediately reduced: fuch 
horfes of the Mogulleys as are fit for duty 
might be purchafed for the regular cavalry, 





and the horfemen, who are in general men 


of high cafts and long fervice, may be pro- 
vided for in fuch manner as may feem beft 


to your Lordfhip and the Board. 





A proportion of the Independents, Ir- 
regulars, and Nabob’s troops, might be en- 
lifted, or draughted into the regular batta- 
lions, and their black officers permitted to 
remain as fupernumeraries on the ftrength 
of thefe corps. ‘Thus the hardfhips that 


would befal the individuals by redué&tion 
may be obviated, and the regular battalions 





which have fuffered fo feverely during the 


X 3 late 
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late conteft may be effectually recruited, 
even to the prefent war eftablifhment of one 


thoufand men for each battalion: from this 





reduction alone, exclufive of the retrench- 


ment of all field-allowances, an expendi- 
ture of more than twenty-five or thirty 


thoufand pagodas per month may be faved 





to the Company. 


Were thefe arrangements to take place, 
a rigid fyftem of difcipline to be maintained 


among the troops, the decayed parts of the 
principal forts to be repaired, and particu- 


larly a conftant and fcrupulous attention to 


be paid to the ftate of grain, ftores, ordnance, 


and ammunition in the different garrifons, 
I fhould prefume that little would feem 
wanting to the well-being of the provinces, 


as far as the military are concerned, provided 
a fufficient fund was appropriated to the 


{peedy difcharge of the large arrears fo long 





due to the troops, who have fought pa- 
tiently 
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tiently and bravely under an accumulation 
of difficulties. I muft farther beg leave to 
obferye, that in my opinion nothing fhort of 
fuch a provifion can fecure to us the confi- 


dence of the Sepoys, on whofe adherence 





and attachment our permanency in this 
country muft ultimately depend. 


Your Lordfhip and the Board are fo 
fully imprefled with the neceflity of dedi- 


cating the moments of peace to the purpofes 
of preparation, in order to guard againit the 








uncertainty of future events, that I cannot 





fulfil the duty you have impofed upon me 


without fome obfervations on the mode by 


which the fouthern troops may be enabled to 
affemble and to move as an army, whenever 


a renewal of hoftility {hall render that mea- 





fure neceflary. 


If it fhould appear to your Lordfhip and 
the Board, as it does to me, that there is 
not any place on the coaft of Coromandel 


x 4 from 
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from whence an army could commence 
its Operations with more advantage againft 
the Myforeans, or indeed againft the 
French at Pondicherry, than from Tritchi- 





nopoly, that garrifon will naturally become 
the repofitory of all the field and battering 
train, ammunition, and ftores of every de- 
nomination, neceflary to equip an army for 
the field: and, for the fame reafon, as well 
as for the convenience of the troops to be 
cantoned in its vicinity, a very ample ma- 
gazine of grain and other provifions fhould 
be formed there; but the determination of — 








the Renter to counteract any meafure of 
this nature will require the moft pofitive 
orders from your Lordfhip and the Board 
to give it effect. 


In order that the troops in cantonment 
may at all times be ready to move, I con- 
ceive that every Captain commanding a bat- 
talion fhould be directed to entertain, at 
the ufual allowances, a number of draught 


and 
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and carriage bullocks, complete with ma- 





{tries, drivers, gunney-bags, nofe ropes and 
faddles, agreeably to the proportions {fpeci- 
fied in the regulations for the conveyance 
of the brigade of guns, and their tumbrils, 
the tents, ftores, and ammunition belong- 
ing to his corps; fome gun and tent Laf- 
cars and artificers ought alfo to be attached 
to the battalions; and a fum might be al- 
lowed to the officers for furnifhing and 
repairing their own tents, which would 
greatly relieve the embarraf{ments of public 


conveyance in the army: but fhould any 





officer ever abufe thefe indulgences, a 


court martial and difmiffion from the fer- 





vice would foon remedy the evil. A corps 


of artillery, complete in Europeans, Gu- 








landers, and Lafcars, under the fenior officer 
of artillery to the fouthward, and a propor- 
tion of draught and carriage bullocks for 
the field and battering train, artificers be- 
longing to the Commuiflary of Stores de- 
partment, Dooly Coolies, and public fol- 





lowers 
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lowers of all defcriptions, fufficient to equip 





complete in the cantonments: and as well 





as the bullocks thus propofed to be main- 
tained upon the peace eftablifhment, thefe 
followers may be occafionally employed in 
the carriage of grain, and other bufinefs of 
the Circar, on requifition from the fenior 
civil fervant of the ftation, taking care al- 
ways that the bullocks fhall be attended by 


a guard of the corps to which they are 
attached. 


pioneers, under the chief engineer, is ex- 





I alfo conceive, that a corps of 








tremely neceflary to remain upon the efta- 
blifhment. 


The expence attending cavalry, and the 
difficulty of procuring an efficient body 
of them, almoft preclude me from any 
but if it 
be your intention to complete that effential 





obfervations on that fubject; 





conftituent of an army, I fhall be happy 
to 
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to have your inftrutions to procure horfes 
from Myfore and other places; and at all 
events I flatter myfelf that you will judge 
it expedient to encreafe, and to form into 
one regiment, the three troops of regular 


horfe now ferving to the fouthward. 


Should thefe arrangements take place, 
implying a reduction of ten thoufand men, 
and a removal of fcur regular battalions 
from hence, it would be neceflary, on the 
renewal of hoftility, to reinforce this fide of 
the Coleroon with a force equal to that now 
fuppofed to be withdrawn, and to order an 
additional body of troops to be raifed for 
the purpofe of country duty and collection ; 
otherwife it would be impoffible to render 








the fouthern army at all equal to its prefent 
{trength : but in this event, it will prove of 
eminent utility to raife regular corps in pre- 
ference to the rabble of Peons, Independ- 
ents, Fynauts, and other idlers, who infeft 
the country, difguft the Sepoys, and im- 
pede the recruiting of the battalions. 


6 With 
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With thefe precautions, my Lord and 
Gentlemen, I cannot think that any Indian 
enemy could ever gain fuch advantages over 
us as have, on a late occafion, endangered 
the exiftence of the Englifh in the Eaft; 
for it is evinced by fevere experience, thata 
number of troops alone is of little avail, 
unlefs the means, conveyance, and depart- 
ments that conftitute the effentials of an 





army, are maintained on fuch a footing of 
effect as your Lordfhip and the Board feem 
determined to eftablith. 


I fend this Letter to Mr. Sulivan, that he 
may forward it with his remarks and emen- 
dations. I {hall only farther intreat your 
indulgence for the tedioufnefs of this detail. 


I have, tc. 
(Signed) W. FULLARTON. 


To the Right Hon. Lorp Macartney, K. B. 
Governor, Prefident, and Select Committee, 
Fort St. George. 
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N? VI. 





A particular Account of the Tanjore Country, 
and of its Produce. 


H E Yacojee Rajah was the firft man 
who took poffeflion of the fort and 





country of Tanjore from a Gentoo king; 





this event happened on the 7th day of Fe- 


bruary 1675, dated in Gentoo, Rauchina 
Nama Sum vacharum, Magah Sudda Sep- 





tinee. It appears, from the books which 
are kept in the palace, that there were 





5753 villages, which {aid villages were 
divided into the five following fubahs or 
diftricts ; vz. 

Subah ‘Trivady, 

Subah Combeconum, 





Subah Mayaveram, 
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Subah Munnargoody, 
Subah Pattacotah and Valumputt. 


The country produced, in 


the year 1675, under the Yaco- 
jee Rajah, Paddy Cullums 32,050,000 


Yacojee’s eldeft fon Shaha- 


jee fucceeded to the govern- 
ment; and the country yielded 





annually, during a reign of 
thirty-fix years, Paddy CuJlums 32,050,000 


Shahajee was fucceeded by 
his brother Sharabajee, who 


held the government eighteen 
years; the country produced 





annually 





24,000,000 
This deficiency in the revenue 
was attributed to the carelefi- 





nefs of his manager. 
‘Tuccojee fucceeded his bro- 





ther Sharabajee, and reigned 
fix years; the produce of the 
country was annually 24,000,000 
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Tuccojee was fucceeded by 
his fon Baba Saib, who lived 


one year; the lands produced, 
Paddy Cullums — 20,000,000 


At his deceafe, his wife Sur- 
jana took charge of the go- 





vernment for two years; and 
the produce was, per annum, 20,000,000 





At her death the fon of 
Sharabajee (called Colerajah ) 
fucceeded to the government 





for one year; the produce was 20,000,000 





And Colerajah’s fuccefflor 
was Pretab Sing, youngeft fon 
of the deceafed Tuccojee; he 
enjoyed the government twen- 
ty-four years and a half; his 





four managers were Annajee 
Shanjogee, Ragupaty a Yan- 
gare, Manajee,and the Dobeer; 
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Pretab Sing’s eldeft fon Tul- 
jajee Maharajah fucceeded to 
thethrone; heemployed the un- 


dermentioned managers; Viz. 
Manojee Huflain Cawn, Sure- 


row Balajee Sinda, Dobeer Gi- 
ligiliaha, Bachanna Hircar 
Rangia; the country produced, 





under thefe managers, 





every 





year, Paddy Cullums — I 5,000,000 


Some time after this, the Na- 
bob took poffeffion of the coun- 
my and fort of ‘Tanjore; he ap- 








manager, under whofe 


I 7,000,000 
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managers the country annually 
yielded — — I 5,000,000 
The two laft years, I believe, 

it 
I 3,000,000. 








has fallen as low 





as 





N. B. The foregoing account was received 
from an old man, who was a writer under 


the Dubeer and Manojee in the time of 
Pretab Sing, father to the prefent Rajah of 


Tanjore. It is given literally from the 
Mahratta Tranflation. 
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Aun Account of the Tanjore Revenues, ex- 
tracted from the Circar Books in the three 
laft Years of the Rajah’s Fathers Reign; 


Wit. 


In the year 1759 — 32 lack of Chuckrums. 





1760 — 33 D? 
i701 — 37 iD 

In the two firft years 

of the prefent Ra- 

jah’s adminiftration, 

in the year 1762 —— 28 D°? 
F 33 D° 


1771, being the year of the firít 
fiege of Tanjore, 342 lack of Chuckrums. 
During the Nabob’s 


government in the 
year “774a- 33% D° 
Sri n 52 D’ 
1775, being the year of the Ra- 


jah’s reftoration, the Nabob received, during 
the 
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the time the country was poflefled by him, 
20 lack of Chuckrums. 
The Rajah received, 


in the remainder of 


that year, IO D 

Loft by a change of 

government 10 D 

In the year 1776 — 26 D° 
1777 — 24 D? 


THE END 





